Higher Education Committee
March 10, 2026
SB428 AAC Research Funding at Institutions of Higher Education - SUPPORT

Dear Co-Chairs Senator Slap and Representative Haddad, Ranking Members Senator Martin and
Representative Bronko and Members of the Higher Education Committee,

My name is Neena Qasba. I am a physician, educator, and researcher at the University of
Connecticut School of Medicine and I am also the vice-president of UCHC AAUP. I strongly
recommend this committee to pass this bill and work to appropriate funding so Connecticut can
sustain its excellence in critical research currently under siege from the federal government.

My area of research is the implementation of health policy and measuring the public health
impact of these policies, specifically in the area of maternal and reproductive health care. I want
to share with you part of the statement that our research team received from the NIH:

“Research programs based on gender identity are often unscientific, have little
identifiable return on investment, and do nothing to enhance the health of many
Americans. Many such studies ignore, rather than seriously examine, biological realities.
It is the policy of NIH not to prioritize these research programs...The premise of this
award is incompatible with agency priorities”

This was written in a letter of termination from the NIH in March 2025 to our research team.
Our study was focused on studying the impact of patient confidentiality laws and if under this
legislation, people felt more comfortable seeking sensitive health services. We know from prior
research that young people, people of color, or people who are dependents on their parent’s or
spouse’s insurance may delay or not seek sensitive services such as screening for sexually
transmitted diseases or birth control etc., because of fear of the insurance paperwork or the bill
would reveal the types of services they received. Studies estimate that up to 44% of married
women are dependents on their spouse’s insurance. 72% of young adults ages 18-25 are covered
under a family member’s insurance. Our study included all genders- men, women, and gender
diverse individuals. This is not a “gender” issue. This is a health equity, insurance coverage and
health care access issue for all people. Delaying care or forgoing health care certainly impacts
the health and wellbeing of any American.

Studying barriers to care is vital to ensuring equitable access to health services. The current
federal administration is undermining and destroying the integrity of scientific research.
Furthermore, a truly free society has academic freedom and should not be subject to censorship
or political bias.



I strongly urge this committee to invest in our research community, to make Connecticut a leader
in defending all areas of research, and to protect the integrity of scientific inquiry and
scholarship. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Neena Qasba, MD, MPH
Physician and health services researcher
Vice-President of AAUP-UCHC
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