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Good afternoon, esteemed members of the Higher Education and Employment Advancement
Committee. My name is Hannah Spinner, and | am a graduate student pursuing a master of arts
in curriculum and instruction at UConn. | also proudly serve as the chair of the Connecticut
Education Association’s Aspiring Educators Program. | submit this testimony in strong support
of SB 8 and to share why this legislation is so incredibly important.

Choosing to become a teacher has always felt like a calling to me, but it is also a path that
requires significant financial commitment. In Connecticut, pursuing an advanced graduate
degree is necessary to maintain certification, grow in the profession, and continue teaching.
While | am fully committed to meeting these expectations, the cost of graduate school can feel
overwhelming. Many of us enter this field knowing we will not make a lot of money, yet we
accept that because we are passionate about making a difference in the lives of students.

The impending changes to federal graduate loan programs will be devastating and have added
a new level of stress and uncertainty for graduate students. With fewer borrowing options
available, many of us are worried about how we will cover the full cost of our education. Some
students may delay graduate school, take on high-interest private loans, or reconsider the
profession altogether because of the financial burden.

SB 8 provides meaningful support at a time when graduate students truly need it. Restoring
access to loan programs would help ease financial pressure and allow educators to focus on
their studies, growth, and academic success rather than constantly worrying about how to pay
tuition.



This bill is also important for the future of our schools. If graduate education becomes more out
of reach financially, fewer people may choose teaching as a career, and our state could face
even greater challenges recruiting and retaining qualified educators. Continuing to s upport
graduate students today helps ensure that tomorrow ’s classrooms are led by dedicated, well-
prepared teachers. By supporting graduate students, SB 8 shows commitment to Connecticut’s
students and communities.

Like so many of my peers, | want to teach, support my future students, and build a career in the
state | call home. SB 8 would help make that possible by ensuring that financial barriers do not
stand in the way of passionate, qualified individuals looking to lead Connecticut’s classrooms.

Thank you for your time and consideration, and | respectfully urge you to support SB 8.



