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Good afternoon, Representative Haddad, Senator Slap, Representative Bronko,
Senator Martin, and members of the Higher Education and Employment Advancement
Committee. Our names are Kate Dias and Joslyn DelLancey, and we serve as president
and vice president of the Connecticut Education Association (CEA) respectively, which
represents educators in over 150 school districts across the state.

We testify today in strong support of SB 8.

Connecticut has long invested in educational access and affordability. SB 8 builds on
that tradition by helping graduate students afford the increasing costs of graduate
school. By expanding state support for graduate loans and addressing federal cutbacks,
this bill will help reduce financial barriers that often push our best talent out of
Connecticut.

For educators in particular, access to affordable graduate education is not optional - it is
required by law. Teachers must earn advanced graduate degrees to maintain
certification, grow in their profession, and continue serving students at the highest level.
When the cost of these degrees becomes prohibitive, we risk losing dedicated
educators or discouraging talented individuals from entering or remaining in the field
altogether.
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The timing of this bill is essential as significant changes are underway at the federal
level in how graduate student loans are structured and accessed. Beginning July 1,
2026, the federal Graduate PLUS Loan program will be eliminated for new borrowers,
and new, more strict borrowing amounts will be introduced. These new limits replace the
previous ability for students to borrow up to the full cost of attendance, making graduate
school unaffordable for many.

For many students, especially those from lower- and middle-income families, the federal
changes will mean higher out-of-pocket costs, fewer financing options, and increased
reliance on private loans with higher interest rates. This simply is unacceptable if we
want to ensure a strong workforce in Connecticut. Without additional support, many
Connecticut residents may find graduate school financially out of reach, reducing the
number of skilled professionals our state needs to thrive.

In conclusion, SB 8 will provide additional borrowing opportunities. It will help mitigate
the challenges posed by the federal changes that reduce a graduate school borrower’s
ability to fully finance their degree. In addition, it will support retention of a skilled
workforce whose advanced schooling is critical to benefiting Connecticut’s economic
future. Connecticut should lead the nation in making higher education more affordable.
Senate Bill 8 is a forward-looking proposal that honors that commitment, and we urge
the committee to report it favorably.

Thank you for your consideration.



