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Representative Horn, Senator Fonfara, Representative Polletta, Senator Fazio, and 
members of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee. Our names are Kate Dias and 
Joslyn DeLancey, and we are president and vice president of the Connecticut Education 
Association (CEA) respectively, which represents educators in over 150 school districts 
across the state. 
 
CEA supports SB 85 AA Authorizing and Adjusting Bonds of the State and Establishing a 
Supplemental Graduate Student Loan Program. We are supportive of initiatives to expand 
access to affordable credit and lending options for aspiring and early career educators. 
 
Recent actions by the Trump administration sharply restricted the federal Graduate Plus 
loan program available to aspiring professionals. The changes capped loan amounts for 
use in graduate schools, include high loan and interest fees, and eliminated eligibility for 



 

 

professionals like teachers, social workers, and nurses (which also happen to be female-
dominant fields).1  
 
We commend Governor Lamont for proposing $10 million in bond funding to backfill the 
loss of federal loan funds. We also commend the Higher Education and Workforce 
Development Committee for offering legislation in SB 8, which would authorize $60 million 
in bonds for the same purpose.  
 
The creation of a state-level Supplemental Graduate Student Loan Program will not only 
help address teacher and nursing shortages, but it will also elevate Connecticut’s 
economic competitiveness. In a knowledge economy, higher learning matters. SB 85 and 
SB 8 invest in Connecticut’s future and will make the state a more attractive place to grow 
businesses and raise families. 
 
 

 
1 Grad PLUS Loans Ending in 2026: New Borrowing Rules + Limits 

https://www.savingforcollege.com/article/grad-plus-loan-changes-2026

