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Re:

Senate Joint Resolution confirming the nomination of Donald Williams of Brooklyn to
be a member of the Board of Regents for Higher Education

Representative Concepcion, Senator Duff, Representative Yaccarino, Senator Berthel,
and members of the E xecutive and Legislative Nominations Committee. Our names are
Kate Dias and Joslyn DelLancey, and we are president and vice-president of the
Connecticut Education Association (CEA) respectively, which represents educators in
over 150 school districts across the state.

Without reservation we offer our support for the nomination of Donald E. Williams as a
member of the Board of Regents for Higher Education.

Leaders and members of CEA have long recognized Mr. Williams for his work in the
State Senate supporting public education at all levels. As State Senate President Pro
Tempore, Mr. Williams’ leadership earned in CEA’s most prestigious Friend of
Education award.

After his tenure as the leader of the State Senate, Mr. Williams joined the Connecticut
Education Association as a staff member in 2013. Mr. Williams rose to serve as CEA’s
Executive Director, where he served for 6 years until his retirement in 202 3.

At all times, Mr. Williams provided conscientious leadership characterized by his keen
analyses of challenges and innovative approaches to overcoming them. His tenure as
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executive director included managing our organization through the Covid-19 pandemic.
Additionally, his leadership during the pandemic helped to bring educators together with
state leaders to ensure that Connecticut’s approach to reopening schools was thorough
and informed with the perspectives of many stakeholders.

We have worked side-by-side with Mr. Williams and observed his steadfast pursuit of
mission with unwavering integrity. Through his approach to leadership, problem solving,
and commitment to public education Mr. Williams demonstrates characteristics that will
serve the Board of Regents for Higher Education well.

Without hesitation, we support his nomination.



