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Testimony of Joshua Levin, Legislative & Advocacy Manager
In SUPPORT of SB 452 — An Act Concerning The Release Of Lighter-Than-Air Balloons

Distinguished members of the Environment Committee,

Lighter-than-air balloons pose serious risks to wildlife and cause significant environmental damage. On behalf of CT Votes
for Animals and all of our Connecticut members, | strongly urge this committee to act favorably on SB 452 to reduce the
negative impacts of lighter-than-air balloons.

Every balloon that is released will inevitably return to the ground where it causes entirely avoidable damage. Wildlife
frequently mistake balloon fragments for food or become entangled in attached ribbons and strings, leading to injury or
death. Research has found that ingesting balloon debris is 32 times more likely to result in death than ingesting hard
plastic, and nearly 40% of seabird deaths can be attributed to balloon fragments, despite making up only about 5% of
all debris."

Balloon ribbons and strings also entangle tens of thousands of marine animals each year, restricting movement, causing
strangulation, and leaving animals vulnerable to predators.? Many balloons ultimately become litter in oceans, forests,
and waterways, where they remain for months—or even decades—before breaking down.?

Beyond environmental harm, balloons also threaten critical infrastructure. In 2023 alone, 582 power outages across the
United States were attributed to Mylar balloons,* placing unnecessary strain on electrical systems and creating avoidable
costs for communities.

Please support SB 452 as it addresses these preventable harms and represents a simple, commonsense step toward
protecting wildlife and our environment.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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