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Representative Leeper, Senator McCrory, Representative Zupkus, Senator Berthel, and
members of the Education Committee. Our names are Kate Dias and Joslyn DeLancey,
and we are president and vice president of the Connecticut Education Association
(CEA) respectively, which represents educators in over 150 school districts across the
state.

CEA supports HB 5468 AAC the Provision of Equivalent Instruction.

As a union and professional association of educators, we advocate for students at all
grade levels to receive the education and instructional services that they are
constitutionally entitled to and deserve. State law requires parents to ensure that school
aged children are receiving a formal education in a public school or show that their child
is otherwise receiving equivalent instruction.

While equivalent instruction can be satisfied through non-public schooling or non-formal
education delivered at home, there is currently no process to ensure such instruction is
in fact happening. Consequently, the risk for the educational neglect of a child to go
unaddressed is very high. Additionally, given recent news reports of abuse and neglect
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of school aged children withheld from school, the need for a basic registration process is
clear.

We believe that it is reasonable for the state to require a parent to confirm that their child
is in fact receiving equivalent instruction. We support provisions in this bill that
accomplish this goal.

While we support the bill, we do raise considerations regarding part-time student
enrollment provision proposed in sections 4 and 5. The proposal would allow a student
to take one or two courses in the public school for the purpose of participating in
extracurricular activities.

For example, it is unclear whether the student would be included in enrolilment counts
for federal funding, eligible for special education service, or Section 504
accommodations. Additionally, it is unclear how a student seeking to enroll in high
school or middle school courses that require a pre-requisite would be treated, or how
their base knowledge would be determined for appropriate course placement. In areas
where there are large populations of children receiving equivalent instruction, how would
a large influx of part-time students be handled. We believe that section 4 raises logistical
and funding questions that require further consideration before implementation.



