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Representative Leeper, Senator McCrory, Representative Zupkus, Senator Berthel, and 
distinguished members of the Education Committee. My name is Brendan Murphy, and I
am the retirement and special education specialist for the Connecticut Education 
Association (CEA), which represents educators in 150 school districts across the state.

SB 311 An Act Concerning Disconnected Youth

CEA does not support SB 311 as written.

CEA supports proposals to connect more students to resources that will inspire and 
engage them to learn. The disengaged students in our schools need to have stronger, 
more supportive mentor type relationships, more relevant and active high interest 
learning as well as clear and achievable goals.  We support the provisions in the bill that
promote community connections, credentialing, and wrap-around services.



However, CEA has concerns regarding provisions in the bill that address suspensions 
and redefine violent behavior as only actions that cause “intentional” harm to others. 
Why is violent behavior only violent behavior if it is intentional?  We believe that such 
approaches are grounded erroneously in a punitive frame. When a student acts in 
violent ways, teachers do not assess intent. They realize that students whose actions 
become violent are often dysregulated and in need of support, not punishment.
Teachers act to protect the dysregulated student and others from harm ’s way. They
should continue to seek resources to help the students.

We think lowering the maximum suspension period to 45 days is well-meaning, but 
premature. Students who are frequently suspended are arguably in a setting that is not 
meeting the needs of the child in the first place. Policies must first be put in place to 
ensure each school provides a support system t hat can effectively serve dysregulated 
students.

HB 5325 An Act Concerning Special Education

CEA does not support HB 5325 as written.

We support provisions of the bill clarifying the reporting of special education costs and 
charges by private providers of special education services. However, we do not support 
the proposed video surveillance of classrooms used for seclusion. It sends the wrong 
message to educators and parents and is likely to cause unintended consequences.  A 
few issues to think about:

· Video data security and privacy – How to keep these videos private
· Videos of a student facing developmental challenges – Videos that will last 

forever
· Special education teacher shortages – We want more special education teachers,

but we are telling those teachers that we don’t trust you and therefore, you will be
recorded on video.

· Special education should be about support, training, and trust, not policing and 
spying remotely.

Finally, we do not support cameras in any classroom, as cameras should only be used 
for safety and security purposes in student common areas. Relatedly, we oppose the 
use or potential use of cameras for evaluative purposes, and such use should be clearly 
prohibited. Teachers are hired to  guide, help, and teach students. We do not support the
use of cameras to monitor teachers.

Thank you for your time and consideration.


