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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the 
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and 
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber 
thereof for any purpose. 
  
SPONSORS OF BILL:  
 
Judiciary Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL:  
 
If the Claims Commissioner denies a claim, the claimant has the right to request that the 
General Assembly review the Commissioner’s decision.  The Wilhelmina McLaurin, 
Administratrix of the Estate of Leonard McLaurin claim was submitted to the Judiciary 
Committee from the Office of the Claims Commissioner with the annual submission of all 
claims requesting review by the General Assembly. 
 
SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:  
 
The original resolution was drafted to reflect confirmation of the Claims Commissioner's 
denial of the claim.  The substitute language vacates the decision of the Claims 
Commissioner and gives the claimant permission to sue the state.   
  
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:  
 
None expressed.  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:  
 
None expressed. 
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NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:  
 
Attorney Alexander Taubes:  He submitted testimony in opposition to the resolution.  He 
provided details about the timelines in his client's case and believes the conduct of the 
Department of Correction was egregious. He requested the Committee reject the denial and 
grant Wilhelmina McLaurin permission to sue. 
 
Reported by: Kirstin Breiner Date: April 7, 2026 

 


