Human Services Committee

JOINT FAVORABLE REPORT

Bill No: SB-479/ Bill Status / Public Hearing Testimony

AN ACT CONCERNING OVERSIGHT OF FEDERAL FUND APPLICATIONS BY
Title: THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES.

Vote Date: 3/19/2026
Vote Action: Joint Favorable
PH Date: 3/17/2026
File No.:

Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Human Services Committee

REASONS FOR BILL:

Legislative oversight is necessary for fiscal and policy accountability by those elected by
voters. The proposed bill aims to give state legislature oversight of rural health and public
assistance programs for Department of Social Services (DSS). It requires the Commissioner
to submit applications related to funding under the Rural Health Transformation Program or
any related technical assistance grants to a legislative committee. The committee has the
ability to then approve, deny or request modifications to ensure that elected officials have
input on these federal funds. The bill allows applications to move forward automatically if the
Committee does not act within the set timeframe of 30 days.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Connecticut Department of Social Services (DSS), Andrea Barton Reeves,
Commissioner: opposes the bill as an unnecessary burden. DSS is pleased with the
opportunities to improve the health of Connecticut residents, but raises concerns over the bill,
saying that it poses challenges. The Commissioner states this extra step of seeking
legislative approval before submitting federal grant applications is unnecessary and time
consuming. DSS argues that Connecticut’s Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP)
application has already been approved and is under a strict five-year plan, leaving little space
for changes. DSS emphasizes that by requiring committee review it can lead to delayed
applications in the future, complicate negotiations, and risk funding, making it harder for the
Department to run effectively and carry out all responsibilities. This bill would add additional
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steps and would be duplicative of the complex review process, including input by many
stakeholders and the process of public comment, already in place.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

The Connecticut Hospital Association supports the bill as it establishes the Rural Health
Transformation Program (RHTP) and increases the involvement of legislators and
stakeholders in the process. They emphasize the importance of investing in rural health such
as hospitals, technology infrastructure, recruitment, and improving access to care. CHA
reiterates their commitment to Connecticut residents, including those in rural areas, to access
high quality care. They urge the committee to go forward with the legislation and look forward
to further collaboration with DSS and other agencies to improve the health and wellness of
Connecticut residents.

Prison Policy Initiative, Aleks Kajstrua, Senior Policy & Advocacy Analyst: shares a
report related to SNAP. The report evaluates the impact that probation has on poverty levels
and SNAP access. He urges the committee to pass this legislation to expand benefits and
improve the public safety of Connecticut Residents. He provides further legal solutions and
frameworks for Connecticut to focus on (see attached report).

Connecticut Project Action Fund, Zandalee Rodriquez, Leader: shares that SNAP and
HUSKY doesn’t just provide healthcare or food, but also provides relief for the families that
use it. They highlight that investing in these programs helps to protect those who rely on them
daily. They ask for not only the protection of the programs, but also to invest in them, as well.

Connecticut Project Action Fund, Nansi Jones , Leader: testifies in support of the bill.
She shares the importance of SNAP and HUSKY Health in keeping families, like hers,
healthy and fed. She urges the committee to support and protect the health and food sources
of Connecticut families.

Nancy Brush, St. Mary's Church: shares that everyone deserves affordable healthcare and
health sufficient food. She states that currently the federal cuts to healthcare are harming
people in Connecticut. She points to the loss of SNAP and how it has currently impacted
Connecticut residents.

Pradipta Mazumber, Orthodontist, shares that many are going through financial hardships
due to inflation and shares that Medicaid reimbursement rates need to be increased.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: None Expressed

GENERAL COMMENTS: None submitted.

Reported by: Megan Oros, Assistant Clerk Date: April 2, 2026
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