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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Transportation Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

For the DOT to determine, by February 1, 2027, if any revisions to their vegetation
management practices are needed based on UConn's Department of Natural Resources and
the Environment's study on carbon sequestration.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:
None expressed
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Amy Blaymore Patterson, Executive Director, Connecticut Land Conservation Council:
The benefits in vegetation management planning is consistent with state policy of nature-
based solutions and a cost-effective strategy for addressing climate change, improving
resilience, enhancing biodiversity and supporting community well-being. UConn's
Department of Natural Resources and the Environment report on the carbon sequestration by
trees and other vegetation along highways can be considered by the Commissioner of
Transportation in setting DOT guidelines.

Hamden Alliance for Trees:
We request the committee amend the legislation and call for the Commissioners of DOT and
DEEP to review the report and provide their analysis to the committee.



https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2026&bill_num=SB-414
https://www.cga.ct.gov/aspx/CGADisplayTestimonies/CGADisplayTestimony.aspx?bill=SB-414&doc_year=2026

Clair Cain, Interim Executive Director, Connecticut Forest & Park Association:

Our leadership has helped guide several major statewide initiatives and we support the
language directing the Commissioner of Transportation to consider the findings and
recommendations of the study conducted by the University of Connecticut's Department of
Natural Resources. Reviewing vegetation management is a practical and reasonable step
and could lead to improved roadside vegetation management practices.

Kathy Czepiel, Ct Land Protection Manager, Save the Sound:

This bill brings carbon sequestration of trees along our highways into consideration when the
DOT sets guidelines governing vegetation and tree removal and replacement. UConn's
Department of Natural Resources is qualified to report on this issue and its results of the
upcoming study should be carefully considered by the Commissioner of Transportation.

Chris Donnelly, CT DEEP retired:

| retired from DEEP in 2020 after 20 years as the state's Urban Forestry Coordinator. In 2001
| listened to a researcher from the US Forest Service who explained urban forest
management based on the capacity to quantify the functional value of trees. Researchers
collected dated from trees in various cities and produced a set of algorithms to allow the
calculation of how much these trees remove air-borne pollutants, increased water absorption,
removed carbon dioxide, impacted public health and so forth. The US Forest service then
created a tool showing how trees in the urban forest provide benefits. This bill is similar and
with a better understanding of the benefits of roadside trees we can design systems that
reduce carbon and increase resilience to the effects of climate change.

Robert Fahey, Associate Professor, Department of Natural Resources and
Environment:
We have completed a preliminary report and the key findings include:

Roadside forest maintains high canopy cover.

Between 2016 and 2023 there was a modest net canopy loss with the greater loss along
arterial roads however mean canopy height increased across the roadside forest.

Aboveground biomass rose approximately 3% indicating that ongoing forest growth
outweighed management-related loss during the study period.

Patterns vary by functional class.
Initial results demonstrate Connecticut's roadside forest remain dynamic and sequestration is
largely being maintained. Consider the study results and extend the final report deadline to
October 1, 2026, and no additional funding is required to complete the final report.

Connecticut Advocates for Trees:

As a statewide environmental advocate dedicated to expanding and protecting the tree
canopy, we urge consideration of the UConn report, "Evaluating and Monitoring Carbon
Storage and Sequestration Along Connecticut Roadways." The report provides valuable data
on how roadside trees contribute to climate mitigation and carbon storage. Primary finding
reinforces retaining large, healthy trees is one of the most effective ways to store carbon. In
our testimony we have attached a publication produced by the University of Massachusetts
and Vermont.

Carolyn Lyle and Mary Hogue also submitted testimony in support of the bill.
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NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:
None expressed.

Reported by: Pamela Bianca Date: 3/23/26
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