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SPONSORS OF BILL:  
 
Public Safety and Security Committee  
 
REASONS FOR BILL:  

This bill was raised in order to require a formal study of Connecticut’s fireworks regulations 
and laws. The purpose is to examine whether existing rules need to be revised and/or 
updated. This study would identify inefficiencies and gaps while reviewing existing statutes. 

 
SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:  

The JFS language changes the bill from a study to amending statutes expanding the use of 
fireworks and altering the permit process for commercial use. It also provides clarifying 
information regarding the definitions of “fireworks”, “sparklers”, “fountain”, and “novelties". In 
the substitute language, a provision is made to allow the use of “novelties” which is defined 
as: “flitter sparklers, party poppers, novelty smoke devices, snappers and novelty snakes.”  

 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:  
 

Ronnell Higgins, Commissioner, Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection 
(DESPP): Commissioner Higgins is in opposition of the bill. He claims that the bill will require the 
DESPP to conduct a study on the regulations and statutes relating to fireworks to determine whether 
any revisions are necessary. He states that the DESPP appreciates the attempt to reduce 
unnecessary regulations, but the Fire and Explosive Investigative Unit (FEIU) does not currently have 
the capacity to perform this study. He states that the FEIU is responsible for work related to 
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permitting, inspections, investigations, and regulatory compliance and if the FEIU takes on more to its 
work load it might not be able to properly keep our state safe. 

  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:  
 

Walter Summers, Fire Marshal, CT Fire Marshals Association: Mr. Summers is in support of the 
bill. He claims that the proposed study in the bill will determine if revisions are needed to current 
regulations. 

Michael Dapkus, Co-owner, Dapkus Fireworks of Durham: Mr. Dapkus is in support of the bill. He 
states that if the bill is amended it could allow for Non‐Aerial & Non‐Explosive items, such as throw 
snaps, glow snacks, and more. He adds that he has been trying to get legislation passed that would 
allow for the use of these items, for several years. He urged the committee to understand that these 
are commonly used during 4th of July celebrations and have low injury rates.  

 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:  
 

Charles Walker, Director of Compliance, TNT Fireworks: Mr. Walker states that TNT Fireworks 
has been in business for over 100 years, and it is currently the largest distributor of consumer 
fireworks in the United States. He states that the company works hard to ensure their products are 
safe to use. He asks the committee to amend the bill with the language he attached in his testimony. 
For these reasons Mr. Walker is in opposition of the bill.  

Anonymous 31, Anonymous 32, Anonymous 33, Anonymous 34, Anonymous 35, Anonymous 
36, Anonymous 37, Anonymous 38, Anonymous 40: Is in opposition of the bill because it “expands 
regulations without direct benefit.” 
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