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SPONSORS OF BILL:
Judiciary Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill amends the statutes to limit when a complainant or respondent can apply for the
reopening of a previously closed complaint. Under this language, a complainant may apply
for reopening if the Commission (1) has not previously released jurisdiction of the complaint
and they have filed the matter in court, (2) the matter has not been appealed to the Superior
Court, and (3) there has not been a final decision on the complaint by the Office of Public
Hearings. The bill also permits a complainant to pursue their matter in court within 90 days of
receipt of a release of jurisdiction from the CHRO, while removing the current requirement
that this be done within two years of filing the complaint with the CHRO. Finally, this bill
specifies that parties need to request early legal intervention before a draft investigative
report has been sent out.

SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:

The substitute language removes former section 1, which permitted separate exercise areas
in gyms and health clubs based on sex.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Tanya Hughes, Executive Director, Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities:
She testified in support of changes to Section 2 through 7 which would make certain
processes fairer for parties and clarifying certain timelines. She explained that Section 2
clarifies when early legal intervention (ELI) requests must be submitted so that they can



https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2026&bill_num=SB-399
https://www.cga.ct.gov/aspx/CGADisplayTestimonies/CGADisplayTestimony.aspx?bill=SB-399&doc_year=2026

operate as they are intended under statute. She furthered that Section 3 clarifies when a
complainant or respondent can apply for the reopening of a previously closed complaint.
Finally, she explained that Section 7 would permit a complainant to pursue their matter in
court within 90 days of receiving a release of jurisdiction from CHRO, aligning statute with the
federal process.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Jess Zaccagnino, Policy Counsel, American Civil Liberties Union of Connecticut
(ACLU-CT): Jess Zaccagnino testified in support of Sections 2 through 7 of the bill. She
stated that the numerous changes to CHRO procedure will make the processes fairer for
parties and clarifying timelines. She believes these changes will help people who seek relief
before the CHRO.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:
None expressed.
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