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SPONSORS OF BILL  
 
General Law Committee, per request of the Office of the Attorney General  
 
REASONS FOR BILL  
 
Attorney General William Tong brought this proposal to the committee because statutes 
regarding used motor vehicle warranties have not been updated since 1987. This bill intends 
to reflect that Connecticut motorists now drive cars that are, on average, older than the 
vehicles they drove in the 1980s. 
 
Under current law, warranties are only required on used cars that are less than seven years 
of age and sold for three thousand dollars or more. This bill would update the warranty 
requirement to include used cars that are less than ten years of age. It would also extend the 
effective period of warranties, with the intent of better reflecting modern realities. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY  
 
Attorney General William Tong submitted written testimony in support of S.B. 119 stating 
that the proposed changes bring the State's current used car warranty protections up to date. 
He stated that currently, warranties are only required on used vehicles that have a cash 
purchase price of $3,000 or more and that are less than 7 years old. He also said that the bill 
also extends the length of time of the warranties from 30 days of 1,500 miles to 60 days or 
3,000 miles, whichever comes first and prohibits dealers from limiting such warranties. 
Mr. Tong noted that the requirements for used car warranties have not changed since 1987 
and that cars last longer than they did in the eighties. Today, used car inventories include 
older vehicles than they have in the past decades.  
  
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT 
 
Chuck Bell, Programs Director Consumer Reports testified in support of S.B. 119 
because it would ensure that all dealers are meeting the same requirements. He stated that a 
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vehicle is essential for most individuals and families and that consumers expect vehicles sold 
by used car dealers to meet fair operability and reliability standards. He also stated that 
consumers can experience economic harm when a used car purchase results in mechanical 
failures in the first few months after purchase. 
 
Daniel Blinn, Consumer Law Group, LLC submitted written testimony on his own behalf in 
support of S.B. 119, stating that extending the range from 7 years to 10 years will provide 
protection to thousands of consumers. He stated that his law office receives hundreds of 
inquiries annually from many of low- and middle-income consumers who purchased used 
motor vehicles and depend on these vehicles for transportation. Mr. Blinn said that almost all 
required financing due to the lack of cash and that it is the consumer's reasonable 
expectation that the purchased vehicle from a licensed car dealership will be reliable and 
safe. He also stated that when a vehicle is sold on an "As Is" basis with serious mechanical 
defects, it causes the consumer to become frustrated and that it is reasonable to require 
dealerships to accept responsibility for repairs for a two-month period.  
 
Raphael L. Podolsky, Connecticut Legal Services testified that his legal service supports 
S.B. 119 because it removes the dollar minimums, which were adopted in 1987 and have 
become outdated as used car prices have risen, and application of the warranty requirements 
to cars that are less than 10 years old. His organization supports increasing the duration 
period for warranties to cover at least vehicles that are 12 or fewer years old. According to 
Mr. Podolsky, for low-income buyers, the breakdown of a recently purchased vehicle without 
a warranty can be an economic disaster. He stated that the bill is a step toward bringing 
minimum dealer requirements up to consumer expectation but needs to go farther. 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
Sarah Fryxell, Connecticut Automotive Retailers Association provided written 
commentary expressing concern about S.B. 119. She believes that additional warranty 
obligations may further impact the purchase price and availability for buyers who rely on 
dependable used vehicles. She stated that it could impact the consumer's ability to have 
access to affordable transportation. She testified that pre-owned vehicles often provide 
warranties above and beyond current statutory requirements.  
 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:  
 
None recorded.  
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