Government Oversight Committee

JOINT FAVORABLE REPORT

Bill No: HB-5581 / Bill Status / Public Hearing Testimony

AN ACT AMENDING A PRIOR CONVEYANCE OF A PARCEL OF STATE LAND
TO THE TOWN OF ROCKY HILL TO CHANGE THE ACREAGE AND
Title: IDENTIFICATION OF SAID PARCEL.

Vote Date: 4/6/2026
Vote Action: Joint Favorable Substitute
PH Date: 4/1/2026
File No.:

Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Rep. Wood
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill amends a prior conveyance to the Town of Rocky Hill by updating the parcel’s size
and identification details. The land will still be sold for administrative costs, subject to
approval by the State Properties Review Board, which must act within thirty days. DOT
retains control of the property until the transfer is completed, and proceeds will be deposited
into the Special Transportation Fund.

SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:

JFS language changes from FMV to administrative costs, goes back to original acreage and
description and adds standard reverter.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Garrett T. Eucalitto, Commissioner, Connecticut Department of Transportation:
Opposes this bill, stating the bill would expand the acreage beyond what was originally
approved, interfering with land currently used for maintenance operations. He noted the
parcel is actively used for material storage, staging, and training, and that increasing the
conveyance would impact CTDOT’s ability to carry out these functions.



https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2026&bill_num=HB-5581
https://www.cga.ct.gov/aspx/CGADisplayTestimonies/CGADisplayTestimony.aspx?bill=HB-5581&doc_year=2026
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2026/gosdata/TMY/2026HB-05581-R000401-Eucalitto,%20Garrett,%20Commissioner-CT%20Department%20of%20Transportation-Opposes-TMY.PDF

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Allan Smith (Mayor), Miriam Lifshitz-Theroux (Deputy Mayor), Francis Whelan llI
(Minority Leader), John Emmanuel, Melissa Kaplan, Zachary van Luling, and Mukesh
Desai (Town Councilors), Town of Rocky Hill: Testified in support, stating the bill would
correct and clarify a prior conveyance by updating the parcel’s acreage and description,
allowing the town to move forward with the transfer as originally intended. They emphasized
the town’s commitment to long-term land stewardship, preservation of open space, and
support for local agriculture, noting the change is necessary to implement prior legislative
approval and ensure responsible planning for the community’s future.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:
None
GENERAL COMMENTS:

Anonymous 8 and 10: Left general comments.

Reported by: Clerk- Greg Wolff Date: 4/13/26
Assistant Clerk- Mike Hamann
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https://www.cga.ct.gov/2026/gosdata/TMY/2026HB-05581-R000401-Lifshitz%20Theroux,%20Miriam,%20Deputy%20Mayor-Town%20of%20Rocky%20Hill-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2026/gosdata/TMY/2026HB-05581-R000401-Lifshitz%20Theroux,%20Miriam,%20Deputy%20Mayor-Town%20of%20Rocky%20Hill-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2026/gosdata/TMY/2026HB-05581-R000401-Lifshitz%20Theroux,%20Miriam,%20Deputy%20Mayor-Town%20of%20Rocky%20Hill-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2026/gosdata/TMY/2026HB-05581-R000401-Anonymous%2010,%20Anonymous%2010--TMY.PDF

