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SPONSORS OF BILL:
Judiciary Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

To match a time when postcard usage is dwindling, this bill updates the requirement that,
prior to sentencing, victims provide a stamped, self-addressed postcard to the State’s
Attorney’s Office to a requirement that they provide up-to-date contact information to either
the State’s Attorney’s Office or the Office of Victim Services. It also updates the requirement
that the victim be given an opportunity to appear in front of the court from only before
sentencing of a guilty plea to also include when the court decides to nolle prosequi or dismiss
charges. This change provides better opportunity for victims to be seen before a court
decides a case.

SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:

The substitute language creates a list of offenses for which the court is required to permit a
victim to appear and make a statement for the record concerning the court’s decision to
dismiss a charge or enter a nolle prosequi.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

External Affairs, CT Judicial Branch: The Judicial Branch submitted testimony in support
of the bill as a meaningful expansion of victims' rights. However, they pointed out that the bill
as written would cause a resource issue for the Office of Victim Services (OVS). The
opportunity for victims to make statements in nolles and dismissals would give OVS more
work than their current staffing allows, and the Judicial Branch asked for their consideration.



https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2026&bill_num=HB-5564
https://www.cga.ct.gov/aspx/CGADisplayTestimonies/CGADisplayTestimony.aspx?bill=HB-5564&doc_year=2026

Also, they requested that the request to OVS be stricken from line 56 as it is not relevant to
that section.

CT Division of Criminal Justice: The CT Division of Criminal Justice (the Division)
expressed that giving victims an absolute right to provide a statement during a nolle or
dismissal process would, at times, invite victims to participate in proceedings where their
input would have no legal consequence. Examples include a case that is nolled or dismissed
due to lack of evidence or a case where a pretrial diversionary program has been completed.
Also, they wrote that the length of approximately 63,000 cases each year may be extended.
Both concerns lead them to believe that the broad language of this bill would create an
insurmountable increase in workload for the Division. Finally, the Division supports the
elimination of the requirement to provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope postcard to the
state's attorney for notification purposes as they believe this practice is outdated.

Natasha M. Pierre, Esq., State Victim Advocate, Office of the Victim Advocate: Attorney
Pierre submitted testimony in strong support of this bill. In their experience, many victims
have complained that there is no opportunity for their input once they are notified of a nolle or
dismissal. She writes that per the state constitution, victims have a right to provide this input
in all cases of disposition, and but only statements in plea agreements and sentencing
hearings are guaranteed by statute; she argues a nolle or dismissal is no different. They also
support the elimination of victim provided stamped envelope postcards and note that victims
are still required to maintain current contact information with the state's attorney's office.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Liza Andrews, VP of Government Relations, CT Coalition Against Domestic Violence:
Ms. Andrews submitted testimony in support of this bill, writing that the state constitution
affords victims a right to make a statement in court in legal proceedings and that this should
include nolles and dismissals in addition to sentencing and the acceptance of a plea deal.
She also writes that anecdotally, domestic violence survivors are sometimes not notified of a
nolle or dismissal despite current requirements and hopes that victim notification would be
strengthened if victims are able to provide a statement in any type of case disposition.

Dustin Briggs: Mr. Briggs submitted testimony in support of this bill, praising the expansion
of victim notification and expansion of victims' opportunities to speak without undermining the
rights of defendants. He also wrote in support of the elimination of the requirement for victim
provided stamped envelope postcards as we move towards more modern forms of
notification and the new requirement for prosecutors to provide victims with written details of
certain plea agreements. He believes that this bill will increase transparency for and
communication with victims.

Keith Wortz: Mr. Wortz submitted online testimony and testified in person alongside his
State Representative, Rep. Liz Linehan, in strong support of this bill. He said that he helped
write this bill and felt compelled to do so because of his longtime experience in law
enforcement and as the father of a victim of a crime who was not notified when her alleged
attacker was nolled. He argues that there are courts in Connecticut that already abide by the
practices outlined in this bill, but that consistency across the state should be required and that
allowing victims certain opportunities to make a statement should not be discretionary. He
writes that sometimes cases are decided without full and complete information and that
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keeping victims informed and guaranteeing a right for them to speak will lead to better
decision making and will reinforce confidence in judicial outcomes. He also supports the
elimination of the requirement for victims to provide stamped, self-addressed postcards as it
does not reflect modern realities. He believes that this bill will not only make our justice
system more fair and complete, but that when victims are more informed and transparency is
increased, public trust will be strengthened.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:
None expressed.

Reported by: Catherine M. Thomas Date: April 10, 2026
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