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SPONSORS OF BILL:  
 
Energy and Technology Committee 
 
CO SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Rep. Aundre Bumgardner, 41st Dist. 
Rep. Mary M. Mushinsky, 85th Dist. 
 
REASONS FOR BILL:  
 
This bill requires the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection to create a 
working group to study electric transmission siting and long-term grid capacity planning in 
Connecticut. The group will examine delays in transmission siting, the need for grid upgrades 
to support distributed energy sources, and cost sharing issues related to infrastructure 
improvements. It will include representatives from state agencies, regulators, and electric 
utilities, and must report findings and recommendations to the legislature by July 1st, 2027.  
 
This bill aims to improve coordination, reduce delays, and ensure the electric grid can support 
increasing energy demands and renewable energy development, while also addressing 
fairness in how infrastructure costs are distributed. 
 
SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE (IF APPLICABLE):  
 
None Expressed  
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:  
 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2026&bill_num=HB-5338
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Claire E. Coleman, Consumer Counsel, Office of Consumer Counsel: testified with 
general comments, along with recommendations for the bill, Coleman explained that the bill 
could modernize the state Lifeline program and expand eligible providers, she then states 
that the bill contains unclear language and policy gaps and recommended that a study prior 
to establishment is necessary.  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:  
Adam Grady, Farmer and Regenerative Agriculture Consultant: Testified in support of 
the bill, stating that agrivoltaics can strengthen agriculture and rural economies when 
designed with an agriculture first approach, improving productivity, resilience, and long-term 
sustainability.  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:  
 
None Expressed  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF GENERAL COMMENTS: 
John Erlingheuser, Senior Director of Advocacy, AARP: Mr. Erlingheuser testified with 
general comments on the bill along with recommendations, emphasizing the importance of 
affordable telecommunications and broadband access for older and low-income individuals, 
and supporting a comprehensive review and modernization of the Lifeline program before 
implementing change. 
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