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SPONSORS OF BILL:  
 
Education Committee  
 
REASONS FOR BILL:  
 
The reasons for bill H.B. No. 5148 are to require the Department of Education to study 
schools. Through thoughtful studies, the Department of Education can learn valuable 
information about schools that they did not know before. These studies can influence and 
help address school's successes as well as places they need adjustment.  
 
SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:  
 
The substitute requires the State Department of Education to study how schools address 
racial imbalances and suggests improvements, while shortening the pause on enforcing the 
racial imbalance law 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:  
 
Charlene M. Russell Tucker, Commissioner, Department of Education 
 
This testimony states that the Department recognizes that these proposals are placeholder 
bills, however, we must emphasize that if the Department is required to conduct two 
additional studies related to the state of our schools and public education in Connecticut, we 
would require additional resources that are not currently included in the Governor’s proposed 
budget.  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:  
 
None expressed for H.B. No. 5148  

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2026&bill_num=HB-5148
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NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:  
 
Sarah Dzialo 
 
This testimony urges the committee to oppose this bill as it is currently written. They claim 
that this bill broadly regulates school and expands state authority at the expense of parental 
and local control.  
 
GENERAL COMMENTS:  
 
Anonymous 12, Anonymous 12, Instructional Coach, New Britain Schools.  
 
This testimony talks about the need to increase state funding for urban schools. They speak 
about funding for classrooms coming from the teacher's pockets due to the lack of essential 
resources.  
 
Francine Coss, Superintendent of Schools, Thomaston Public Schools  
 
This testimony states that Thomaston supports thoughtful study efforts if they do the following 
three things; rely on existing state-collected data, avoid imposing new district-level reporting 
requirements without funding, and produce clearly defined deliverables within a set timeline. 
 
Andrew A. Feinstein, Legislative Chair, Special Education Equity for Kids in Connecticut 
(SEEK)  
 
In this testimony, Feinstein states that special education in Connecticut is seriously 
underfunded. It also says that raising the foundation amount in the ECS formula would help 
fix this issue. 
 
Reported by: ReAnna Jean Adams  Date: 3/10/2026  

 


