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House of Representatives

General Assembly File No. 511

February Session, 2026 Substitute House Bill No. 5147

House of Representatives, April 8, 2026

The Committee on Education reported through REP. LEEPER
of the 132nd Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the part of
the House, that the substitute bill ought to pass.

AN ACT IMPLEMENTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES REGARDING THE
SCHOOL BUILDING PROJECTS STATUTES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. Section 10-285a of the 2026 supplement to the general
statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
(Effective July 1, 2026):

(a) (1) The percentage of school building project grant money a local
board of education may be eligible to receive, under the provisions of
section 10-286, as amended by this act, shall be assigned by the

Commissioner of Administrative Services in accordance with the
percentage calculated by the Commissioner of Education as follows: (A)
For grants approved pursuant to section 10-283 for which application is
made on and after July 1, 1991, and before July 1, 2011, (i) each town
shall be ranked in descending order from one to one hundred sixty-nine
according to such town's adjusted equalized net grand list per capita, as
defined in section 10-261; and (ii) based upon such ranking, a percentage
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of not less than twenty nor more than eighty shall be determined for
each town on a continuous scale; (B) for grants approved pursuant to
section 10-283 for which application is made on and after July 1, 2011,
and before July 1, 2017, (i) each town shall be ranked in descending
order from one to one hundred sixty-nine according to such town's
adjusted equalized net grand list per capita, as defined in section 10-261,
and (ii) based upon such ranking, (I) a percentage of not less than ten
nor more than seventy shall be determined for new construction or
replacement of a school building for each town on a continuous scale,
and (II) a percentage of not less than twenty nor more than eighty shall
be determined for renovations, extensions, code violations, roof
replacements and major alterations of an existing school building and
the new construction or replacement of a school building when a town
or regional school district can demonstrate that a new construction or
replacement is less expensive than a renovation, extension or major
alteration of an existing school building for each town on a continuous
scale; (C) for grants approved pursuant to section 10-283 for which
application is made on and after July 1, 2017, and before June 1, 2022, (i)
each town shall be ranked in descending order from one to one hundred
sixty-nine according to the adjusted equalized net grand list per capita,
as defined in section 10-261, of the town two, three and four years prior
to the fiscal year in which application is made, (ii) based upon such
ranking, (I) a percentage of not less than ten nor more than seventy shall
be determined for new construction or replacement of a school building
for each town on a continuous scale, and (II) a percentage of not less
than twenty nor more than eighty shall be determined for renovations,
extensions, code violations, roof replacements and major alterations of
an existing school building and the new construction or replacement of
a school building when a town or regional school district can
demonstrate that a new construction or replacement is less expensive
than a renovation, extension or major alteration of an existing school
building for each town on a continuous scale; (D) except as otherwise
provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, for grants approved
pursuant to section 10-283 for which application is made on and after
June 1, 2022, (i) each town shall be ranked in descending order from one
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to one hundred sixty-nine according to the adjusted equalized net grand
list per capita, as defined in section 10-261, of the town two, three and
four years prior to the fiscal year in which application is made, and (ii)
based upon such ranking, (I) a percentage of not less than ten nor more
than seventy shall be determined for new construction or replacement
of a school building for each town on a continuous scale, and (II) a
percentage of not less than twenty nor more than eighty shall be
determined for renovations, extensions, code violations, roof
replacements and major alterations of an existing school building and
the new construction or replacement of a school building when a town
or regional school district can demonstrate that a new construction or
replacement is less expensive than a renovation, extension or major
alteration of an existing school building for each town on a continuous
scale; and (E) except as otherwise provided in subdivision (2) of this
subsection, for grants approved pursuant to section 10-283 for which
application is made on and after July 1, 2024, (i) each town shall be
ranked in descending order from one to one hundred sixty-nine
according to the adjusted equalized net grand list per capita, as defined
in section 10-261, of the town two, three and four years prior to the fiscal
year in which application is made, and (ii) based upon such ranking, (I)
a percentage of not less than ten nor more than eighty shall be
determined for new construction or replacement of a school building for
each town on a continuous scale, and (II) a percentage of not less than
twenty nor more than eighty shall be determined for renovations,
extensions, code violations, roof replacements and major alterations of
an existing school building and the new construction or replacement of
a school building when a town or regional school district can
demonstrate that a new construction or replacement is less expensive
than a renovation, extension or major alteration of an existing school

building for each town on a continuous scale.

(2) For grants approved pursuant to section 10-283 for which
application is made prior to July 1, 2047, the percentage of school
building project grant money a local board of education for (A) any
town with a total population of eighty thousand or greater may be
eligible to receive shall be the greater of the percentage calculated
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pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection or sixty per cent, and (B)
the town of Cheshire shall be the greater of the percentage calculated

pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection or fifty per cent.

(b) (1) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (2) of this
subsection, the percentage of school building project grant money a
regional board of education may be eligible to receive under the

provisions of section 10-286, as amended by this act, shall be determined

by its ranking. Such ranking shall be determined by (A) multiplying the
total population, as defined in section 10-261, of each town in the district
by such town's ranking, as determined in subsection (a) of this section,
(B) adding together the figures determined under subparagraph (A) of
this subdivision, and (C) dividing the total computed under
subparagraph (B) of this subdivision by the total population of all towns
in the district. The ranking of each regional board of education shall be
rounded to the next higher whole number and each such board shall
receive the same reimbursement percentage as would a town with the
same rank plus ten per cent, except that no such percentage shall exceed

eighty-five per cent.

(2) Any board of education of a regional school district established or
expanded on or after July 1, 2016, that submits an application for a
school building project (A) not later than ten years after the
establishment or expansion of such regional school district, and (B) that
is related to such establishment or expansion, may be eligible to receive
a percentage of school building project grant money, under the

provisions of section 10-286, as amended by this act, as follows: The

reimbursement percentage of the town in such regional school district
with the greatest reimbursement percentage, as determined in

subsection (a) of this section, plus ten per cent.

(c) The percentage of school building project grant money a regional
educational service center may be eligible to receive shall be determined
by its ranking. Such ranking shall be determined by (1) multiplying the
population of each member town in the regional educational service
center by such town's ranking, as determined in subsection (a) of this
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section; (2) adding together the figures for each town determined under
subdivision (1) of this subsection, and (3) dividing the total computed
under subdivision (2) of this subsection by the total population of all
member towns in the regional educational service center. The ranking
of each regional educational service center shall be rounded to the next
higher whole number and each such center shall receive the same

reimbursement percentage as would a town with the same rank.

(d) The percentage of school building project grant money a
cooperative arrangement pursuant to section 10-158a, may be eligible to
receive shall be determined by its ranking. Such ranking shall be
determined by (1) multiplying the total population, as defined in section
10-261, of each town in the cooperative arrangement by such town's
ranking, as determined in subsection (a) of this section, (2) adding the
products determined under subdivision (1) of this subsection, and (3)
dividing the total computed under subdivision (2) of this subsection by
the total population of all towns in the cooperative arrangement. The
ranking of each cooperative arrangement shall be rounded to the next
higher whole number and each such cooperative arrangement shall
receive the same reimbursement percentage as would a town with the

same rank plus ten percentage points.

(e) (1) If an elementary school building project for a new building or
for the expansion of an existing building includes space for an early
childhood care and education program that provides services for
children from birth to five years, the percentage determined pursuant to
this section for the entire school building project shall be increased by
tifteen percentage points, but shall not exceed one hundred per cent.
Recipient districts shall maintain such early childhood care and

education program for at least ten years.

(2) The percentage determined pursuant to this section for any school
building project for a building or facility that will be used exclusively by
a local or regional board of education for an early childhood care and
education program that provides services for children from birth to five
years shall be increased by fifteen percentage points, but shall not

sHB5147 / File No. 511 5



150
151

152
153
154
155
156

157
158
159
160
161
162

163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174

175
176
177
178

179
180
181

sHB5147 File No. 511

exceed one hundred per cent. Recipient districts shall maintain such

early childhood care and education program for at least twenty years.

(f) The percentage determined pursuant to this section for a school
building project grant for the expansion, alteration or renovation of an
existing public school building to convert such building for use as a
lighthouse school, as defined in section 10-266c¢c, shall be increased by

ten percentage points.

(g) The percentage determined pursuant to this section for a school
building project grant shall be increased by the percentage of the total
projected enrollment of the school attributable to the number of spaces
made available for out-of-district students participating in the program
established pursuant to section 10-266aa, provided the maximum

increase shall not exceed ten percentage points.

(h) Subject to the provisions of section 10-285d, if an elementary
school building project for a school in a priority school district or for a
priority school is necessary in order to offer a full-day kindergarten
program or a full-day preschool program or to reduce class size
pursuant to section 10-265f, the percentage determined pursuant to this
section shall be increased by fifteen percentage points, but shall not
exceed one hundred per cent, for the portion of the building used
primarily for such full-day kindergarten program, full-day preschool
program or such reduced size classes. Recipient districts that receive an
increase pursuant to this subsection in support of a full-day preschool
program shall maintain full-day preschool enrollment for at least ten

years.

(i) For all projects authorized on or after July 1, 2007, all attorneys'
fees and court costs related to litigation shall be eligible for state school
construction grant assistance only if the grant applicant is the prevailing

party in any such litigation.

(j) The percentage determined pursuant to this section for a school
building project grant for a diversity school, approved pursuant to
section 10-286h, shall be increased by ten percentage points.
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(k) If a school building project for a new building or for the
renovation or expansion of an existing building includes plans for the
expansion or creation of in-district special education programming and
services, the percentage determined pursuant to this section shall be
increased by fifteen percentage points, but shall not exceed one hundred
per cent, for the portion of the project used primarily for such purpose,
provided the portion of such school building project that will be used
primarily for such in-district special education programming and
services shall be a part of a school building that is being used to provide
a program of general education for nonspecial education students and
is a part of the school building being constructed or renovated or
expanded; and, provided further, any additional funding received by
the local or regional board of education resulting from and related to the
inclusion of such plans for the expansion or creation of in-district special
education programming and services shall be expended for such

construction or renovation or expansion.

(1) On and after July 1, 2026, for applications submitted pursuant to
subsection (a) of section 10-283, the reimbursement percentage of school
building project that a local or regional board of education or an
endowed academy approved pursuant to section 10-34 shall be
increased by five percentage points, provided such increase shall not
result in a reimbursement percentage exceeding one hundred per cent,
if the municipality (1) is in compliance with the provisions of section 8-
13bb regarding its housing growth plan or compliance with a regional
housing growth plan, as applicable, and has demonstrated steps such
municipality has taken to implement its housing growth policies, (2) is
a qualifying transit-oriented community pursuant to section 8-13hh, or
(3) has adopted a development district established pursuant to a
memorandum of agreement with the Connecticut Municipal
Development Authority.

(m) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, the

percentage determined pursuant to this section for a school building

project grant shall not exceed one hundred per cent.
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Sec. 2. Section 10-292q of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) There is established a [School Building Projects Advisory Council]
School Safety and Security Infrastructure Advisory Council. The council
shall consist of: (1) The Secretary of the Office of Policy and
Management, or the secretary's designee, (2) the Commissioner of

Administrative Services, or the commissioner's designee, (3) the
Commissioner of Education, or the commissioner's designee, (4) the
Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection, or the
commissioner's designee, (5) the [chairperson of the Technical
Education and Career System board, or the chairperson's] executive

director of the Technical Education and Career System, or the executive

director's designee, and (6) [six] eight members appointed by the
Governor, one of whom shall be a person with experience in school

[building] safety and security infrastructure project matters, one of

whom shall be a person with experience in [architecture] school safety

and security planning, one of whom shall be a person with experience

in [engineering] school physical infrastructure hardening, one of whom

shall be a person from higher education with experience in [school]

campus safety, one of whom shall be a [person with experience with the

administration of the State Building Code,] representative of a rural

school district, one of whom shall be a representative of a suburban

school district, one of whom shall be a representative of an urban school

district and one of whom shall be a person with experience and expertise
in construction for students with disabilities and the accessibility
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 USC 12101 et seq.
The terms for those members appointed under subdivision (6) of this

subsection before the effective date of this section shall expire on June

30, 2026, and the members appointed under said subdivision shall be

appointed not later than September 1, 2026.

(b) (1) Prior to the effective date of this section, (A) the chairperson of
the council shall be the Commissioner of Administrative Services, or the

commissioner's designee; [. A] and (B) a person employed by the
Department of Administrative Services who is responsible for school
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building projects shall serve as the administrative staff of the council.

(2) On and after the effective date of this section, (A) the chairperson

of the council shall be the Commissioner of Emergency Services and

Public Protection, or the commissioner's designee; and (B) a person

employved by the Department of Emergency Services and Public

Protection shall serve as the administrative staff of the council.

(3) The council shall meet at least quarterly to discuss matters relating

to school [building] safety and security infrastructure projects.

[(b)] (c) The [School Building Projects Advisory Council] council shall
(1) develop [model blueprints for new school building]
recommendations regarding school safety and security infrastructure

projects that are in accordance with industry standards for school

[buildings and the school safety infrastructure criteria, developed

pursuant to section 10-292r] safety and security infrastructure, (2)

conduct studies, research and analyses related to school safety and

security infrastructure, (3) make recommendations for improvements to

the school [building projects] safety and security grant processes,

including eligibility criteria, to the Governor and the joint standing

[committee] committees of the General Assembly having cognizance of
matters relating to [appropriations and the budgets of state agencies,]
education and [finance, revenue and bonding] public safety, and (4)
periodically review and update, as necessary, the school safety
infrastructure criteria developed pursuant to section 10-292r, as

amended by this act.

Sec. 3. Section 10-292r of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(@) The [School Building Projects Advisory Council] School Safety
and Security Infrastructure Advisory Council, established pursuant to

section 10-292q, as amended by this act, shall periodically review and

update, as necessary, school safety infrastructure criteria for school
building projects awarded grants pursuant to this chapter and the
school security infrastructure competitive grant program, pursuant to
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section 84 of public act 13-3. Such school safety infrastructure criteria
shall conform to industry standards for school building safety
infrastructure and shall address areas including, but not be limited to,
(1) entryways to school buildings and classrooms, such as,
reinforcement of entryways, ballistic glass, solid core doors, double
door access, computer-controlled electronic locks, remote locks on all
entrance and exits and buzzer systems, (2) the use of cameras
throughout the school building and at all entrances and exits, including
the use of closed-circuit television monitoring, (3) penetration resistant
vestibules, and (4) other security infrastructure improvements and
devices as they become industry standards. The council shall meet at
least annually to review and update, if necessary, the school safety
infrastructure criteria and make such criteria available to local and

regional boards of education.

(b) The [School Building Projects Advisory Council] council shall
submit any updates made to the school safety infrastructure criteria to
the Commissioners of Emergency Services and Public Protection and
Education and the joint standing committees of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to public safety and education, in

accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a.

Sec. 4. Subsections (b) and (c) of section 10-264h of the 2026
supplement to the general statutes are repealed and the following is
substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(b) Subject to the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, the
applicant shall receive current payments of scheduled estimated eligible
[project] costs for the interdistrict magnet school facility, provided (1)
the applicant files an application for a school building project, in
accordance with section 10-283, by the date prescribed by the
Commissioner of Administrative Services, (2) final plans and
specifications for the project are approved pursuant to sections 10-291
and 10-292, and (3) such applicant submits to the Commissioner of
Education, in such form as the commissioner prescribes, and the

commissioner approves a plan for the operation of the facility which

sHB5147 / File No. 511 10
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includes, but need not be limited to: A description of the educational
programs to be offered, the completion date for the project, an estimated
budget for the operation of the facility, written commitments for
participation from the districts that will participate in the school and an
analysis of the effect of the program on the reduction of racial, ethnic
and economic isolation. The Commissioner of Education shall notify the
Commissioner of Administrative Services and the secretary of the State
Bond Commission when the provisions of subdivision (3) of this
subsection have been met. Upon application to the Commissioner of
Administrative Services, compliance with the provisions of subdivision
(3) of this subsection and after authorization by the General Assembly
pursuant to section 10-283, the applicant shall be eligible to receive
progress payments in accordance with the provisions of section 10-287i,

as amended by this act.

(c) (1) If the school building ceases to be used as an interdistrict
magnet school facility and the grant was provided for the purchase or
construction of the facility, the Commissioner of Administrative
Services, in consultation with the Commissioner of Education, shall
determine whether (A) title to the building and any legal interest in
appurtenant land shall revert to the state, or (B) the school district shall
reimburse the state an amount equal to the difference between the
amount received pursuant to this section and the amount the district
would have been eligible to receive based on the percentage determined

pursuant to section 10-285a, as amended by this act, multiplied by the

estimated eligible [project] costs.

(2) If the school building ceases to be used as an interdistrict magnet
school facility and the grant was provided for the extension or major
alteration of the facility, the school district shall reimburse the state the
amount determined in accordance with subparagraph (B) of subdivision
(1) of this subsection. A school district receiving a request for
reimbursement pursuant to this subdivision shall reimburse the state
not later than the close of the fiscal year following the year in which the
request is made. If the school district fails to so reimburse the state, the

Department of Administrative Services may request the Department of

sHB5147 / File No. 511 11
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Education to withhold such amount from the total sum which is paid
from the State Treasury to such school district or the town in which it is
located or, in the case of a regional school district, the towns which
comprise the school district. If the amount paid from the State Treasury
is less than the amount due, the Department of Administrative Services

shall collect such amount from the school district.

Sec. 5. Subdivision (12) of section 10-282 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(12) "Net eligible costs" means eligible [project] costs adjusted for the
state standard education space specifications;

Sec. 6. Subdivisions (5) and (6) of subsection (a) of section 10-286 of
the general statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective from passage):

(5) In the case of a public school administrative or service facility, one-
half of the eligible percentage for subdivisions (1) and (2) of this
subsection of the eligible [project] cost as determined by the
Commissioner of Administrative Services, or in the case of a regional
educational service center administrative or service facility, the eligible

percentage, as determined pursuant to subsection (c) of section 10-285a,

as amended by this act, of the eligible [project] cost as determined by the

commissioner;

(6) In the case of the total replacement of a roof or the total
replacement of a portion of a roof which has existed for at least twenty
years, or in the case of the total replacement of a roof or the total
replacement of a portion of a roof which has existed for fewer than
twenty years when it is determined by a registered architect or
registered engineer that such roof was improperly designed or
improperly constructed and the town is prohibited from recovery of
damages or has no other recourse at law or in equity, the eligible
percentage for subdivisions (1) and (2) of this subsection, of the eligible
cost as determined by the Commissioner of Administrative Services. In

sHB5147 / File No. 511 12
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the case of the total replacement of a roof or the total replacement of a
portion of a roof which has existed for fewer than twenty years (A) when
it is determined by a registered architect or registered engineer that such
roof was improperly designed or improperly constructed and the town
has recourse at law or in equity and recovers less than such eligible cost,
the eligible percentage for subdivisions (1) and (2) of this subsection of
the difference between such recovery and such eligible cost, and (B)
when the roof is at least fifteen years old but less than twenty years old
and it cannot be determined by a registered architect or registered
engineer that such roof was improperly designed or improperly
constructed, the eligible percentage for subdivisions (1) and (2) of this
subsection of the eligible [project] costs provided such costs are
multiplied by the ratio of the age of the roof to twenty years. For
purposes of this subparagraph, the age of the roof shall be determined
in whole years to the nearest year based on the time between the
completed installation of the old roof and the date of the grant

application for the school construction project for the new roof;

Sec. 7. Section 10-287i of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

A grant under this chapter for any school building project authorized
by the General Assembly on or after July 1, 1996, or for any project for
which application is made pursuant to subsection (b) of section 10-283,
on or after July 1, 1997, shall be paid as follows: Applicants shall request
progress payments for the state share of eligible [project] costs

calculated pursuant to sections 10-65, 10-76e and 10-286, as amended by

this act, at such time and in such manner as the Commissioner of

Administrative Services shall prescribe provided no payments shall
commence until the applicant has filed a notice of authorization of
funding for the local share of project costs, and provided further no
payments other than those for architectural planning and site
acquisition shall be made prior to approval of the final architectural
plans pursuant to section 10-292. For any project authorized on or after
July 1, 2024, the Department of Administrative Services shall withhold

five per cent of a grant if the commissioner determines that the applicant

sHB5147 / File No. 511 13
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414  has failed to comply with the provisions of subdivision (3) of subsection
415 (b) of section 4a-60g relating to minority business enterprises. The
416  Department of Administrative Services shall withhold five per cent of a
417  grant pending completion of an audit pursuant to section 10-287
418  provided, if the department is unable to complete the required audit
419  within six months of the date a request for final payment is filed, the
420  applicant may have an independent audit performed and include the

421  cost of such audit in the eligible [project] costs.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:
Section 1 July 1, 2026 10-285a
Sec. 2 from passage 10-292q
Sec. 3 from passage 10-292r
Sec. 4 from passage 10-264h(b) and (c)
Sec. 5 from passage 10-282(12)
Sec. 6 from passage 10-286(a)(5) and (6)
Sec.7 from passage 10-287i
ED Joint Favorable Subst.

sHB5147 / File No. 511 14
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members of
the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do not
represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In general,
fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s professional
knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis, however final

products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department.

OFA Fiscal Note

State Impact: None
Municipal Impact: None
Explanation
The bill, which 1) clarifies that the reimbursement rate for the school
construction program cannot exceed 100% and 2) makes various

changes to an advisory council regarding school safety, is not expected

to result in a fiscal impact.
The reimbursement rate maximum codifies current practice.

Changes to the name of the council, from School Building Projects
Advisory Council to the School Safety and Security Infrastructure
Advisory Council, along with various changes to the membership and
purpose of the council are anticipated to be made within existing
resources and expertise of the agencies involved.

The Out Years

State Impact: None

Municipal Impact: None

sHB5147 / File No. 511 15
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OLR Bill Analysis
sHB 5147

AN ACT IMPLEMENTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES REGARDING THE
SCHOOL BUILDING PROJECTS STATUTES.

SUMMARY

The bill renames of the School Building Projects Advisory Council as
the School Safety and Security Infrastructure Advisory Council and
revises its responsibilities. It shifts the council’s focus from school
building projects in general to the safety and security aspects of projects
including by changing (1) members and their qualifications and (2) the
chairperson from the Department of Administrative Services (DAS)
commissioner or her designee to the Department of Emergency Services

and Public Protection (DESPP) commissioner or his designee.

The DAS school construction grant program reimburses school
districts for eligible school construction project costs. The bill caps the
total reimbursement percentage a board of education may receive under
this program at 100%. Under existing law, the top standard
reimbursement rate is (1) 70% for new construction projects and (1) 80%
for renovation projects. However, the law has additional provisions that
allow for reimbursement rate bonuses, such as an additional (1) 15% for
an early childhood care and education program in an elementary school
or (2) 10% for cooperative arrangements between school districts. The
bill prohibits combining any available bonuses in a way that leads to

more than 100% reimbursement for a single project.
The bill also makes technical and conforming changes (8§ 3-7).

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2026, except the changes to the advisory

council take effect upon passage.
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SCHOOL SAFETY AND SECURITY INFRASTRUCTURE ADVISORY
COUNCIL

Responsibilities

Under current law, the council makes recommendations for
improvements to the DAS school building projects process to the
governor and the Appropriations, Education, and Finance Revenue and
Bonding committees. The bill instead requires it to make
recommendations for improvements to DESPP’s school safety and
security grant process, including eligibility criteria, to the governor and

the Education and Public Safety committees.

The bill requires the council to develop recommendations for school
safety and security infrastructure projects that meet relevant industry
standards. This replaces the council’s current requirement to develop
model blueprints that meet certain safety criteria for new school

building projects.

Under current law and the bill, the council must conduct studies,
research, and analyses, but the bill requires that they be related to school
safety and security infrastructure. Existing law, unchanged by the bill,
also requires the council to periodically review and update, as

necessary, the school safety infrastructure criteria.

Membership
The bill increases the council membership from 11 to 13 by (1) adding

one representative each from a rural, suburban, and urban school
district and (2) removing the current member with experience
administering the State Building Code. Under current law and the bill,
the council must include a member with construction and American
with Disabilitites Act accessibilty experience and expertise for students
with disabilities. The bill changes the qualifications for the remaining
four members by requiring each to be a person with experience in one
of the following: (1) school safety and security infrastrucure, (2) school
safety and security planning, (3) school physical infrastructure
hardening, and (4) higher education campus safety. As under current

law, the governor must appoint these members.
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In addition to the governor’s appointed members, the council
consists of the Office of Policy and Management secretary, the DAS,
education, and DESPP commissioners, and the Connecticut Technical
Education and Career System (CTECS) board chair, or their designees,
and six members appointed by the governor. The bill replaces the
CTECS board chair with the CTECS executive director.

Terms

The bill ends the terms for all current council members on June 30,
2026, and requires the new members to be appointed by September 1,
2026. Under the bill, on the day it passes the DESPP commissioner, or
the commissioner’s designee, becomes council chairperson, and DESPP
staff must serve as the council’s administrative staff.

COMMITTEE ACTION

Education Committee

Joint Favorable Substitute
Yea 46 Nay 0 (03/18/2026)
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