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SUPPORT:

S.B. 1444 - AN ACT CONCERNING THE CONVERSION OF COMMERCIAL REAL PROPERTY
FOR RESIDENTIAL USE.

H.B. 7063 - AN ACT CONCERNING THE CONVERSION OF VACANT MOTELS TO
MULTIFAMILY HOUSING.

H.B. 7148 - AN ACT CONCERNING RESIDENTIAL AND MIXED USE DEVELOPMENTS IN
COMMERCIAL ZONES.

Senator Rahman, Representative Kavros DeGraw, Senator Gordon, Representative Zullo,
Representative Chafee, Senator Needleman and distinguished members of the Planning &
Development Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony. | am Sean Ghio,
Policy Director with the Partnership for Strong Communities - a statewide nonprofit research,
policy, and advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring everyone in Connecticut has a safe, stable
home that is affordable to them in an equitable community of their choice.

We respectfully request that the committee support S.B. 1444, H.B. 7063, and H.B. 7148.

These bills would expand the amount of land available for housing development in the state. High
land costs contribute to high housing construction costs, making it difficult to build homes that are
affordable. Converting existing underused properties into housing is a smart approach to increase
housing supply. Reusing a commercial site provides many benefits to a community. Commercial
vacancies are reduced. A potential blighted property is revitalized. Desperately needed housing is
created without extending sprawl into undeveloped areas. Transforming a vacant or underused
property into housing boosts property values and generates additional property tax revenue for
municipalities.

In recent years, several states have passed laws to reuse commercially zoned land for housing.
Examples include:
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e In 2024, Arizona passed H.B. 2297 which requires some municipalities to allow multifamily
residential development for up to 10% of the total existing commercial, office or mixed-use
buildings in the jurisdiction.

e In 2022, California enacted A.B. 2011 which requires administerial approval of affordable
housing developments on commercially zoned land if they meet affordability criteria.

e In 2023, Florida passed bipartisan comprehensive housing legislation, known as the Live
Local Act, to address the state’s affordable housing crisis set of reforms. One provision
permits developers to build multifamily residential units in commercial, industrial, or
mixed-use zoning districts without requiring a zoning change. To qualify, at least 40% of the
units must be income restricted for at least 30 years.

We ask the committee to consider requiring that a percentage of the proposed housing be
designated as affordable housing in exchange for the as of right provisions of the bills.
Connecticut's housing affordability crisis is most acute for our lowest income families. Affordability
restrictions requiring thirty percent of the housing units be affordable to households earning less
than fifty percent of the area’s income would have the most benefit for these families.

Thank you for considering this testimony.
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https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/56leg/2R/bills/HB2297P.pdf
https://cayimby.org/legislation/ab-2011/
https://www.floridahousing.org/live-local-act
https://www.floridahousing.org/live-local-act

