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General Assembly Amendment 

 January Session, 2025 LCO No. 8728 
  
 

Offered by:  
REP. SANCHEZ E., 24th Dist. 
SEN. KUSHNER, 24th Dist. 
REP. WILSON, 46th Dist. 
 

 

 

 

To: Subst. House Bill No. 7195  File No. 524  Cal. No. 332  
     

 "AN ACT CONCERNING UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS FOR 
PARAEDUCATORS."   

 

 

Strike everything after the enacting clause and substitute the 1 

following in lieu thereof: 2 

"Section 1. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2025) (a) For purposes of this 3 

section, "reasonable assurance" means: 4 

(1) An offer of employment to an individual for the following school 5 

year, whether written, oral or implied, provided such offer: (A) Was 6 

made by an employee of a local or regional board of education, regional 7 

educational service center, governing authority for a state charter school 8 

or an endowed or incorporated academy approved by the State Board 9 

of Education pursuant to section 10-34 of the general statutes, who has 10 

authority to make such offer; (B) is for services in the same capacity as 11 

the individual provided in the prior school year; (C) provides wages or 12 

a salary in an amount not less than ninety per cent of the amount paid 13 
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to such individual, in the aggregate, by every educational institution for 14 

which such individual worked during the prior school year; and (D) is 15 

not contingent on factors within the control of such board of education, 16 

regional educational service center, governing authority or endowed or 17 

incorporated academy, including, but not limited to, course 18 

programming, allocation of available funding, program modifications 19 

or facility availability; and 20 

(2) It is highly probable that such individual will provide services in 21 

the same capacity during the following school year based on the totality 22 

of circumstances of the case, including, but not limited to, availability of 23 

funding, past enrollment levels, the individual's level of seniority and 24 

the nature of the contingencies on the offer. 25 

(b) Not later than ten days before the last day of regular school 26 

sessions, each local or regional board of education, regional educational 27 

service center, governing authority for a state charter school or an 28 

endowed or incorporated academy approved by the State Board of 29 

Education pursuant to section 10-34 of the general statutes in the state 30 

shall submit to the Labor Department, in the form and manner 31 

prescribed by the Labor Commissioner: (1) A list of individuals who (A) 32 

were employed as a paraeducator for such board of education, regional 33 

educational service center, governing authority or endowed or 34 

incorporated academy, and (B) do not have a reasonable assurance of 35 

providing such services in the same capacity the following school year, 36 

including such individual's name and Social Security number, and (2) a 37 

list of individuals who (A) were employed as a paraeducator for such 38 

board of education, regional educational service center, governing 39 

authority or endowed or incorporated academy, and (B) have a 40 

reasonable assurance of providing such services in the same capacity 41 

during the following school year or during the period following a school 42 

holiday or school vacation, including a description of the manner in 43 

which such reasonable assurance was provided to such individual, 44 

including, but not limited to, whether an offer was made in writing, 45 

orally or implied, the nature of any contingencies in the offer and the 46 
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information about the offer communicated to the individual. 47 

(c) The information required pursuant to subsection (b) of this section 48 

may be considered by the Labor Commissioner for purposes of 49 

determining eligibility for benefits pursuant to chapter 567 of the 50 

general statutes, provided such information shall not be conclusive 51 

evidence of reasonable assurance in any case. 52 

Sec. 2. Section 10-155k of the general statutes is repealed and the 53 

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025): 54 

On and after July 1, 2013, the Commissioner of Education shall 55 

establish a School Paraprofessional Advisory Council, which on and 56 

after July 1, 2021, shall be known as the School Paraeducator Advisory 57 

Council, consisting of (1) [one paraeducator] five paraeducators from 58 

[each] state-wide bargaining representative [organization] 59 

organizations that [represents] represent paraeducators with 60 

instructional responsibilities nominated by the Connecticut AFL-CIO, 61 

(2) one representative from each of the exclusive bargaining units for 62 

certified employees, chosen pursuant to section 10-153b, (3) the most 63 

recent recipient of the Connecticut Paraeducator of the Year Award, (4) 64 

two representatives from the regional educational service centers, 65 

appointed by the Commissioner of Education, and (5) a school 66 

administrator, appointed by the Connecticut Federation of School 67 

Administrators. The council shall hold quarterly meetings and advise, 68 

at least quarterly, the Commissioner of Education, or the 69 

commissioner's designee, of the needs for (A) professional development 70 

and the training of paraeducators and the effectiveness of the content 71 

and the delivery of existing training for such paraeducators, (B) 72 

appropriate staffing strategies for paraeducators, and (C) consideration 73 

of other relevant issues relating to paraeducators. The council shall 74 

report, annually, in accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a, on 75 

the recommendations given to the commissioner, or the commissioner's 76 

designee, pursuant to the provisions of this section, to the joint standing 77 

committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters 78 

relating to education." 79 
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This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 

Section 1 July 1, 2025 New section 

Sec. 2 July 1, 2025 10-155k 

 


