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Chairs Winfield and Stafstrom, Ranking Members Kissel and Fishbein, and the distinguished

members of the Judiciary Committee.

The Connecticut Police Chiefs Association (CPCA) is an association that represents the
interests of all the police chiefs in the state. Collectively, the members of the association oversee
the operation of over 7,000 law enforcement personnel and close to 100 law enforcement

agencies. CPCA would like to offer a position on the following piece of legislation.

SB 1542 AN ACT RAISING THE AGE OF ARREST OF A CHILD AND THE USE OF HANDCUFFS ON
YOUNG CHILDREN.

The Connecticut Police Chiefs Association opposes this bill as proposed. Connecticut
Law Enforcement agencies have increased the use of diversionary programs rather than make
an arrest when it’s appropriate. Agencies in the state utilize different diversionary programs
and juvenile review boards to avoid having to arrest a juvenile. There are times that a juvenile
may be referred to a juvenile review board more than once, wh ich was not the normal course of
business in the past. Therefore, Connecticut Law Enforcement already attempts to utilize
alternative resources available to correct the bad behaviors of juveniles that lead to various
criminal offenses. Officers are very compassionate and use sound judgement when applying
discretion when detaining an individual or making a decision to make an arrest or send a

juvenile through a diversionary program.

Unfortunately, when those bad behaviors are not corrected it may lead to juveniles
continuing to commit repeat offenses and often times escalating to more serious crime. This
leaves CPCA with great concern with the language of this bill as proposed to eventuallyincrease
the minimum age of arrest for juveniles up to 14 years of age.CPCA considers all felony crimes

as serious in nature and some offenses in each class impact our communities and victims of



crimes. The current bill as drafted does not account for situations when juveniles are
repeatedly committing crimes regardless if it is for a misdemeanor or felony.

This bill as proposed does not account for victim impact and creates greater
victimization. Victims of crimes are often left with a financial loss and this bill does not address
restitution when a juvenile commits a crime. Law Enforcement has seen damages that are in
excess of thousands of dollars as a result of juvenile crime. The lack of accountability leads to
recidivism which leads to greater victimization. At a time when we are seeing more violent
crime, firearms related offenses and stolen motor vehicles committed by juveniles, this bill will
only lead to more of these offenses.

CPCA is also concerned about the prohibition on the use of handcuffs for juveniles under
the age of 14. Officer’s decisions to handcuff a juvenile or individuals are determined by the
offender’s actions, number of individuals involved, type of call and/or information discovered
that is a concern for public safety. This comes first before determining the name and age ofa
juvenile or involved individuals. Additionally, handcuffs are used as a way to protect the officer,
victims of crimes and the individual being arrested. Officers are performing their duties to the
best of their ability and there is no good faith exception proposed to protect Officers or the
Connecticut Law Enforcement organizations.



