TESTIMONY OF THE CONNECTICUT JUSTICE ALLIANCE
Judiciary Committee

IN SUPPORT OF SB 1542: AN ACT RAISING THE AGE OF ARREST OF A CHILD AND THE
USE OF HANDCUFFS ON YOUNG CHILDREN.

Dear Chairs Senator Winfield, Representative Stafstrom, and members of the
Judiciary Committee,

My name is Percy lan Barry and [ am a Justice Advisor with the Connecticut Justice
Alliance (CTJA). The CTJA is a statewide youth-adult partnership working to end the
criminalization of youth. We do this in various ways including organizing, advocacy
and policy tools.

I'm writing this testimony to communicate my strong support for S.B. Bill
1542 AN ACT RAISING THE AGE OF ARREST OF A CHILD AND THE USE OF
HANDCUFFS ON YOUNG CHILDREN.

Research and data make it clear that criminalizing young children is both
ineffective and harmful. Part of my advocacy is utilizing my own experiences to
transform those of others. At the age of 13, I was arrested and completely
traumatized. I believe what would have helped me, and what will help a lot of young
people is implementing community-based interventions that address the root
causes of specific actions. Our young people do not need to be wasting time and
the state does not need to be wasting resources by putting them through the court
process. We should instead be funding what works, and ensuring all of our young
people have access to resources we know will be successful and sufficient.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today.

Percy Ian Berry,



