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TESTIMONY OF GLBTQ LEGAL ADVOCATES & DEFENDERS 

In Support of House Bill 7022  
Connecticut Human Services Committee 

March 6, 2025 
 
Dear Senator Lesser, Representative Gilchrest, and distinguished members of the 
Human Services Committee:  
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify in strong support of raised House Bill 7022, An 
Act Promoting Equity in Medicaid Coverage for Fertility Health Care, with amendments 
to ensure clarity that the bill reflects the standard of care and fairness.  Our names are 
Patience Crozier and Hannah Hussey, and we are, respectively, the Director of Family 
Advocacy and a Staff Attorney at GLBTQ Legal Advocates & Defenders (GLAD Law). 
This legislation is an important measure, particularly to support LGBTQ and 
reproductive rights, that ensures equitable access to fertility health care for Connecticut 
residents who want to build their families. Access to the tools of family building has never 
been more important, particularly in light of efforts to restrict access to fertility health 
care in other states.   
 
As you know, GLAD Law is New England’s leading legal rights organization dedicated 
to ensuring equality for LGBTQ people and people living with HIV. At GLAD Law, much 
of our work focuses on the well-being and needs of children and families, including 
family creation and the protection of parent-child relationships. Stable and secure 
parent/child relationships are core to a thriving community. LGBTQ individuals and 
couples strive to create families just like all other people, and they face additional barriers 
to securing the health care they need to build their families.   
 
Connecticut does not currently provide adequate health insurance coverage for people 
on Husky Health who need fertility treatment.  Husky Health covers the diagnosis of 
treatment of infertility, but it does not currently provide coverage for the treatment of 
infertility.1   
 

 
1 See HUSKY Health, HUSKY Health Program Benefits and Prior Authorization Requirements Grid: Family 
Planning Clinic, 
https://www.huskyhealthct.org/providers/provider_postings/benefits_grids/Family_Planning_Clinic_Gri
d.pdf  

https://www.huskyhealthct.org/providers/provider_postings/benefits_grids/Family_Planning_Clinic_Grid.pdf
https://www.huskyhealthct.org/providers/provider_postings/benefits_grids/Family_Planning_Clinic_Grid.pdf
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This gap harms those who may be least able to afford to pay out-of-pocket for the steep 
costs associated with fertility health care, exacerbating disparities in access. Such 
disparities are particularly troubling when one considers research showing that Black 
women are approximately twice as likely as white women to experience infertility, yet 
less likely to receive fertility care.2  
 
Data suggest that LGBTQ people are more likely to be covered by Medicaid than non-
LGBTQ people.3 And in Connecticut, a 2021 LGBTQ+ needs assessment identified the 
affordability of healthcare and insurance not covering LGBTQ+ healthcare services as 
concerns.4 Indeed, 24 percent of Black LGBTQ+ respondents reported not being able to 
afford a health service.5 For low-income LGBTQ people who need but cannot afford 
fertility care on their own, existing state policy leaves them with few options to build their 
families, as so many others across the state do.  
 
This bill ensures coverage for people on Husky to ensure they have access to family-
building health care.  Importantly, the bill would define infertility to align with the 
standard of care articulated by the leading medical organization in this field, the 
American Society for Reproductive Medicine.6 The bill would secure and expand 
coverage for individuals enrolled in HUSKY by:  

• Ensuring coverage for fertility diagnostic care  
• Ensuring coverage for fertility preservation services 
• Ensuring coverage for some forms of fertility treatment, including ovulation-

enhancing drugs and medical services 
 

 
2 Anjani Chandra, Casey E. Copen & Elizabeth Hervey Stephen, “Infertility and Impaired Fecundity in the 
United States, 1982–2010: Data from the National Survey of Family Growth,”67 National Health Statistics 
Report 10 (2013), https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhsr/nhsr067.pdf; Gabriela Weigel et al., “Coverage and 
Use of Fertility Services in the U.S.,” KFF (2020), https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-
brief/coverage-and-use-of-fertility-services-in-the-u-s/   
3Lindsey Dawson, Michelle Long & Brittni Frederiksen, “LGBT+ People’s Health Status and Access to 
Care,” KFF (2023), https://www.kff.org/report-section/lgbt-peoples-health-status-and-access-to-care-issue-
brief/  
4 Amy Griffin et al., 2021 Connecticut Statewide LGBTQ+ Community Needs Assessment Results, The 
Connecticut LGBTQ+ Health and Human Services Network 85, 
https://www.ctclearinghouse.org/Customer-Content/www/files/PDFs/LGBTQ-Needs-Assesment-Survey-
Report-Final-compressed.pdf  
5 Id. at 82  
6 Practice Committee of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine, Definition of Infertility: A 
Committee Opinion (2023), https://www.asrm.org/globalassets/_asrm/practice-guidance/practice-
guidelines/pdf/definition-of-infertility.pdf  

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhsr/nhsr067.pdf
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/coverage-and-use-of-fertility-services-in-the-u-s/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/coverage-and-use-of-fertility-services-in-the-u-s/
https://www.kff.org/report-section/lgbt-peoples-health-status-and-access-to-care-issue-brief/
https://www.kff.org/report-section/lgbt-peoples-health-status-and-access-to-care-issue-brief/
https://www.ctclearinghouse.org/Customer-Content/www/files/PDFs/LGBTQ-Needs-Assesment-Survey-Report-Final-compressed.pdf
https://www.ctclearinghouse.org/Customer-Content/www/files/PDFs/LGBTQ-Needs-Assesment-Survey-Report-Final-compressed.pdf
https://www.asrm.org/globalassets/_asrm/practice-guidance/practice-guidelines/pdf/definition-of-infertility.pdf
https://www.asrm.org/globalassets/_asrm/practice-guidance/practice-guidelines/pdf/definition-of-infertility.pdf
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And the bill would provide for further study of the cost of providing in vitro fertilization 
(IVF) coverage through HUSKY in the future. This provision represents an important and 
achievable step forward in addressing the unattainability of IVF for the many individuals 
not able to afford IVF without insurance coverage, given that costs for an individual can 
be tens of thousands of dollars.7 
 
This bill would also align Connecticut with other states in supporting its residents in 
accessing the care they need to build their families.8 Four other states – Illinois, Maryland, 
Montana, and Utah – provide for Medicaid coverage for fertility preservation, and four 
jurisdictions – Illinois, New York, Utah, and Washington, D.C. – provide Medicaid 
coverage for at least some fertility treatment.   
 
GLAD Law would support a very small tweak to the language as written, for the sake of 
clarity. We suggest in Section 1(b), inserting the words “fertility treatment” between the 
words “such” and “coverage” in line 40.  
 
Family-building is incredibly important to so many.  And, unfortunately, this is health 
care that is so often out of reach due to cost.  House Bill 7022 is an important first step to 
ensure that Connecticut provides fair access to fertility health care.   
 
GLAD Law hopes this Committee will support this legislation and help move 
Connecticut families forward. Thank you for your time and consideration, and please do 
not hesitate to contact us with questions or for additional information. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   

 
Patience Crozier 
Director of Family Advocacy 
GLBTQ Legal Advocates & Defenders 
pcrozier@glad.org 
(617) 426-1350 
 

 
7 Gabriela Weigel et al., “Coverage and Use of Fertility Services in the U.S.,” KFF (2020), 
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/coverage-and-use-of-fertility-services-in-the-u-s/   
8 Movement Advance Project, “Equality Maps: Fertility Healthcare Coverage,”  
https://www.lgbtmap.org/equality-maps/healthcare/fertility_coverage  
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