
 

 

General Law Committee Public Hearing 
February 19, 2025 

Testimony 
by 

Neal Eskin 
Executive Associate Athletic Director  

Co-Chairs, Ranking Members, and Members of the General Law Committee, my name is 
Neal Eskin, and I am the Executive Associate Athletic Director at the University of 
Connecticut.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony related to HB 5271, An Act Prohibiting 
Gaming-Related Advertising, Marketing, and Promotional Activities at Public Institutions of 
Higher Education.  We are supportive of all sections of this bill, with the exception of 
subsection 8, which would prohibit our Division of Athletics from continuing corporate 
partnerships with the Mohegan Sun and the Connecticut Lottery.    

The safety and well-being of our student body is of the utmost importance to the university, 
and we are mindful of this responsibility when the Division of Athletics engages in 
partnerships with corporate sponsors. We are also mindful of our responsibility to achieve 
fiscal sustainability, progressing in that direction through record donor philanthropy and 
increased ticket sales revenue.  

However, we must continue to identify additional revenue-generating opportunities, and 
partnering with new corporate sponsors is an effective way to accomplish that goal.  
Through our multimedia rights holder, Learfield, UConn has a longstanding partnership 
with Mohegan Sun and a more recent agreement with the Connecticut Lottery.   

We are asking that you consider the difference between passive advertising and the direct 
solicitation of students by entities that operate in the gaming space.  UConn is categorically 
against direct solicitation of students by or on behalf of these entities, but practices such as 
displaying the Mohegan Sun logo on the floor of Gampel Pavilion and displaying logos of 
Mohegan Sun and the Connecticut Lottery in the arena are standard practice in our industry 
and critical to financial viability.   

As I’m sure you know, our basketball and hockey teams compete at the XL Center, which 
includes an in-arena sports gambling facility.  This facility is visible to the hundreds of 
students who regularly attend UConn games at XL Center. Should the proposed bill limit the 



ability of institutions to accept sponsorship money for passive advertising in the arena, it 
would create a somewhat curious juxtaposition. 

Furthermore, our women’s basketball team competes multiple times each year at Mohegan 
Sun Arena and offers our fans in southeastern Connecticut a more convenient opportunity 
to support the team in person.  We have concerns that, as written, this bill could, at a 
minimum, make it challenging to promote and advertise for such events. 

We firmly believe that this legislation intends to prohibit gambling companies from soliciting 
students directly, especially those who are not of legal age, to engage in such activities.  If so, 
we request that this be made clear in the final language so we don’t unintentionally limit an 
institution’s ability to generate much-needed revenue.    

Thanks so much for your continued support of the University, and I appreciate the 
opportunity to share UConn’s perspective on this matter. 


