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General Assembly Raised Bill No. 1510
January Session, 2025 LCO No. 6284

* 06284 ED

Referred to Committee on EDUCATION

Introduced by:
(ED)

AN ACT CONCERNING ASSORTED REVISIONS TO THE EDUCATION
STATUTES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

1 Section 1. (Effective July 1, 2025) (a) For the fiscal years ending June 30,
2 2026, and June 30, 2027, EASTCONN shall establish a pilot program to
3 implement, in consultation with its member boards of education, a
4  uniform system of accounting for school revenues and expenditures and
5 a chart of accounts pursuant to section 10-10c of the general statutes.
6 Under such program, EASTCONN shall (1) provide technical and
7  operational support to its member districts in implementing such
8 system of accounts and chart of accounts, and (2) share best practices
9  from such implementation with other regional education service centers
10 and school districts.

11 (b) Not later than January 1, 2027, EASTCONN shall submit, in
12 accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes,
13 to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having
14  cognizance of matters relating to education a report on the pilot
15 program and any legislative recommendations to improve
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Raised Bill No. 1510

implementation of a uniform system of accounting and chart of

accounts.

Sec. 2. Subsection (a) of section 10-183¢g of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
2025):

(@) The normal retirement benefit shall be two per cent times the
number of years of full-time credited service and a proportional fraction
of two per cent times the number of years of credited service at less than

full-time multiplied by average annual salary, except a retirement

benefit shall be two and two-tenths per cent times the number of vears

of full-time credited service in a school district designated as an alliance

district and a proportional fraction of two and two-tenths per cent times

the number of vears of such credited service at less than full-time

multiplied by average annual salary. In no event, however, shall such

benefit exceed seventy-five per cent of such salary or be less than three
thousand six hundred dollars.

Sec. 3. Subsection (c) of section 10-183¢g of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
2025):

(c) The early retirement benefit shall be computed in the same
manner as the normal retirement benefit, then actuarially reduced, on
the basis of early retirement tables adopted from time to time by the
board, for each month early retirement precedes the minimum age at
which the member could have retired with a normal retirement benefit
pursuant to subsection (a) of section 10-183f, provided such actuarial

reduction shall not apply for six months of such early retirement for a

member retiring from employment in a school district designated as an

alliance district. On and after July 1, 1999, any revisions to the early

retirement tables shall be submitted to the Office of Policy and
Management and the joint standing committee of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to appropriations and the budgets
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of state agencies within one month of their adoption by the board. Any
such revisions shall be accompanied by an actuarial certification of the
costs associated with such revisions.

Sec. 4. Subsections (e) to (h), inclusive, of section 10-16x of the general
statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
(Effective July 1, 2025):

(e) The Department of Education shall, in collaboration with regional
educational service centers, support grant recipients by (1) monitoring
and evaluating programs and activities, (2) conducting a comprehensive
evaluation of the effectiveness of programs and implementing risk
assessments, (3) providing technical assistance and training to eligible
applicants, and (4) ensuring program activities are aligned with state
academic standards. The department may retain up to seven and one-
half per cent of the amount appropriated for the grant program for

purposes of this subsection, which amount shall be used to provide a

orant-in-aid to an organization that provides such services to support

orant recipients in any fiscal year.

(f) Grant recipients shall file expenditure reports with the
Commissioner of Education in accordance with subdivision (2) of
subsection (b) of this section and at such time and in such manner as the
commissioner prescribes. Grant recipients shall refund (1) any
unexpended amounts at the close of the program for which the grant
was awarded, and (2) any amounts not expended in accordance with

the approved grant application.

(g) Not later than February 15, 2012, and biennially thereafter, the
Department of Education shall report, in accordance with the provisions
of section 11-4a, to the joint standing committee of the General
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to education on
performance outcomes of recipients of grants under this section. The
report shall include, but not be limited to, measurements of the impact

on student achievement, school attendance and the in-school behavior

LCO No. 6284 30of6



Raised Bill No. 1510

78  of student participants.

79 (h) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020, and each fiscal year
80 thereafter, the Department of Education shall award at least (1) ten per
81 cent of the funds appropriated for the grant program to municipalities
82  with a total population of seven thousand five hundred or fewer or local
83  or regional boards of education for towns with a total population of

84  seven thousand five hundred or fewer, and (2) ten per cent of the funds

85 appropriated for the grant program to municipalities with a total

86 population between seven thousand five hundred one and twenty

87  thousand or local or regional boards of education for towns with a total

88  population between seven thousand five hundred one and twenty

89 thousand, except that any such funds not awarded to such

90 municipalities or local or regional boards of education on or before
91  October fifteenth of the fiscal year shall be available to be awarded to
92  any municipality or local or regional board of education.

93 Sec. 5. Subsection (b) of section 10-357b of the general statutes is
94  repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
95  2025):

96 (b) The State Education Resource Center shall establish a Connecticut

97  School Reform Resource Center [either] within the State Education

98  Resource Center, [or by contract through a regional educational service

99  center, established pursuant to section 10-66a.] The Connecticut School
100  Reform Resource Center shall operate year-round and shall focus on
101  serving the needs of all public schools. The Connecticut School Reform
102  Resource Center shall (1) publish and distribute reports on the most
103  effective practices for improving student achievement by successful
104  schools; (2) provide a program of professional development activities
105 for (A) school leaders, including curriculum coordinators, principals,
106  superintendents and board of education members, and (B) teachers to
107  educate students that includes research-based child development and
108  reading instruction tools and practices; (3) provide information on
109  successful models for evaluating student performance and managing
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110  student data; (4) develop strategies for assisting such students who are
111  in danger of failing; (5) develop culturally relevant methods for
112 educating multilingual students; [whose primary language is not
113 English;] and (6) provide other programs and materials to assist in the

114  improvement of public schools.

115 Sec. 6. Section 10-357e of the general statutes is repealed and the
116  following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025):

117 The Commissioner of Education shall allocate funds, as specified in

118 the annual budget of the Department of Education, to allow the State

119  Education Resource Center, established pursuant to section 10-357a, to
120  provide professional development services, technical assistance and
121  evaluation activities, policy analysis and other forms of assistance to
122 local and regional boards of education, the Department of Education,
123  state and local charter schools, as defined in section 10-66aa, the
124  Technical Education and Career System, established pursuant to section
125  10-95, providers of school readiness programs, as defined in section 10-
126  16p, and other educational entities and providers. The State Education
127  Resource Center shall expend such funds in accordance with procedures

128  and conditions prescribed by the commissioner.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 July 1, 2025 New section

Sec. 2 July 1, 2025 10-183g(a)

Sec. 3 July 1, 2025 10-183¢g(c)

Sec. 4 July 1, 2025 10-16x(e) to (h)

Sec. 5 July 1, 2025 10-357b(b)

Sec. 6 July 1, 2025 10-357e

Statement of Purpose:

To (1) require EASTCONN to establish a pilot program to implement a
uniform chart of accounts, (2) increase the retirement benefit for full-
time credited service in an alliance district and reduce the penalty for
early retirement, (3) from the funds appropriated for the after-school
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program grant program, (A) provide a grant-in-aid to an organization
that provides support services to grant recipients, and (B) set aside ten
per cent for towns with populations between seven thousand five
hundred and twenty thousand, (4) remove the allowance for the
establishment of a Connecticut School Reform Resource Center through
contract with a regional educational resource center, and (5) require the
Department of Education to allocate funds to the State Education
Resource Center as specified in its annual budget.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except
that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is not
underlined.]
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