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January Session, 2025 LCO No. 6375
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Referred to Committee on GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION
AND ELECTIONS

Introduced by:

(GAE)

AN ACT CONCERNING ELECTION STATUTES RELATED TO FILINGS
WITH THE SUPERIOR COURT AND PETITION CIRCULATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. Section 9-324 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025, and
applicable to complaints brought on or after July 1, 2025):

(a) Any elector or candidate who claims that such elector or candidate
is aggrieved by any ruling of any election official in connection with any
election for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of the State, State
Treasurer, Attorney General, State Comptroller or judge of probate, held
in such elector's or candidate's town, or that there has been a mistake in
the count of the votes cast at such election for candidates for said offices
or any of them, at any voting district in such elector's or candidate's
town, or any candidate for such an office who claims that such candidate
is aggrieved by a violation of any provision of section 9-355, 9-357 to 9-
361, inclusive, section 9-364, 9-364a or 9-365 in the casting of absentee
ballots at such election or any candidate for the office of Governor,
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Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of the State, State Treasurer, Attorney
General or State Comptroller, who claims that such candidate is
aggrieved by a violation of any provision of sections 9-700 to 9-716,
inclusive, may bring such elector's or candidate's complaint [to any

judge of the Superior Court, in which such] in the superior court for the

judicial district of Hartford or for the judicial district of Bridgeport. Such

elector or candidate shall set out in the complaint the claimed errors of

such election official, the claimed errors in the count or the claimed
violations of said sections. In any action brought pursuant to the
provisions of this section, the complainant shall send a copy of the
complaint by first-class mail, or deliver a copy of the complaint by hand,
to the State Elections Enforcement Commission. If such complaint is
made prior to such election, [such judge] the court shall proceed
expeditiously to render judgment on the complaint and shall cause
notice of the hearing to be given to the Secretary of the State and the
State Elections Enforcement Commission. If such complaint is made
subsequent to the election, it shall be brought not later than fourteen
days after the election or, if such complaint is brought in response to the
manual tabulation of paper ballots authorized pursuant to section 9-
320f, such complaint shall be brought not later than seven days after the
close of any such manual tabulation. [and, in either such circumstance,

such judge]

(b) The court shall forthwith order a hearing to be [had] held upon
[such] a complaint filed under subsection (a) of this section, upon a da
p P y

not more than five nor less than three days from the making of such
order, and shall cause notice of not less than three nor more than five
days to be given to any candidate or candidates whose election may be
affected by the decision upon such hearing, to such election official, the
Secretary of the State, the State Elections Enforcement Commission and
to any other party or parties whom [such judge] the court deems proper
parties thereto, of the time and place for the hearing upon such
complaint. [Such judge] The court shall, on the day fixed for such

hearing and without unnecessary delay, proceed to hear the parties. If
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sufficient reason is shown, [such judge] the court may order any voting
tabulators to be unlocked or any ballot boxes to be opened and a recount
of the votes cast, including absentee ballots, to be made. [Such judge]
The court shall thereupon, in case [such judge] the court finds any error
in the rulings of the election official, any mistake in the count of the votes
or any violation of [said sections] any provision of sections 9-355, 9-357
to 9-361, inclusive, section 9-364, 9-364a or 9-365 or sections 9-700 to 9-

716, inclusive, certify the result of [such judge's] the court's finding or

decision to the Secretary of the State before the fifteenth day of the next
succeeding December. [Such judge] The court may order a new election
or a change in the existing election schedule. [Such certificate of such
judge of such judge's]

(c) The certificate of the court's finding or decision pursuant to
subsection (b) of this section shall be final and conclusive upon all

questions relating to errors in the rulings of such election officials, to the
correctness of such count, and, for the purposes of this section only, such
claimed violations, and shall operate to correct the returns of the
moderators or presiding officers, so as to conform to such finding or
decision, unless the same is appealed from as provided in section 9-325,

as amended by this act.

Sec. 2. Section 9-325 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025, and
applicable to complaints brought on or after July 1, 2025):

If, upon any such hearing [by a judge of the Superior Court] in the
superior court for the judicial district of Hartford or for the judicial

district of Bridgeport, any question of law is raised which any party to

the complaint claims should be reviewed by the Supreme Court, [such
judge] the court, instead of filing the certificate of [his] the court's
finding or decision with the Secretary of the State, shall transmit the
same, including therein such questions of law, together with a proper
finding of facts, to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, who shall
thereupon call a special session of [said court] the Supreme Court for
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80 the purpose of an immediate hearing upon the questions of law so
81  certified. A copy of the finding and decision so certified by [the judge of
82  the Superior Court] such superior court, together with the decision of

83  the Supreme Court, on the questions of law therein certified, shall be
84 attested by the clerk of the Supreme Court, and by [him] such clerk
85  transmitted to the Secretary of the State forthwith. The finding and
86  decision of [the judge of the Superior Court] such superior court,

87  together with the decision of the Supreme Court on the questions of law
88  thus certified, shall be final and conclusive upon all questions relating
89  to errors in the rulings of the election officials and to the correctness of
90  such count and shall operate to correct the returns of the moderators or
91 presiding officers so as to conform to such decision of [said court] the

92 Supreme Court. Nothing in this section shall be considered as

93  prohibiting an appeal to the Supreme Court from a final judgment of

94  [the Superior Court] such superior court. The judges of the Supreme

95  Court may establish rules of procedure for the speedy and inexpensive
96 hearing of such appeals within fifteen days of such judgment of [a judge
97  of the Superior Court] such superior court.

98 Sec. 3. Section 9-328 of the general statutes is repealed and the
99 following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025, and
100  applicable to complaints brought on or after July 1, 2025):

101 (a) Any elector or candidate claiming to have been aggrieved by any
102  ruling of any election official in connection with an election for any
103  municipal office or a primary for justice of the peace, or any elector or
104  candidate claiming that there has been a mistake in the count of votes
105  cast for any such office at such election or primary, or any candidate in

106  such an election or primary claiming that [he] such candidate is

107  aggrieved by a violation of any provision of sections 9-355, 9-357 to 9-
108 361, inclusive, section 9-364, 9-364a or 9-365 in the casting of absentee
109  ballots at such election or primary, may bring a complaint [to any judge
110  of the Superior Court] in the superior court for the judicial district of

111  Hartford or for the judicial district of Bridgeport for relief therefrom. In

112 any action brought pursuant to the provisions of this section, the
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113  complainant shall send a copy of the complaint by first-class mail, or
114  deliver a copy of the complaint by hand, to the State Elections
115  Enforcement Commission. If such complaint is made prior to such
116  election or primary, [such judge] the court shall proceed expeditiously
117  to render judgment on the complaint and shall cause notice of the
118  hearing to be given to the Secretary of the State and the State Elections
119  Enforcement Commission. If such complaint is made subsequent to
120 such election or primary, it shall be brought not later than fourteen days
121  after such election or primary, except that if such complaint is brought
122 in response to the manual tabulation of paper ballots, authorized
123  pursuant to section 9-320f, such complaint shall be brought not later
124  than seven days after the close of any such manual tabulation, to any

125  judge of [the Superior Court] such superior court, in which [he] such

126  complainant shall set out the claimed errors of the election official, the
127  claimed errors in the count or the claimed violations of [said sections.

128  Such judge] any provision of sections 9-355, 9-357 to 9-361, inclusive,
129  section 9-364, 9-364a or 9-365.

130 (b) The court shall forthwith order a hearing to be [had] held upon
131  [such] a complaint filed under subsection (a) of this section, upon a day

132 not more than five nor less than three days from the making of such
133  order, and shall cause notice of not less than three nor more than five
134  days to be given to any candidate or candidates whose election or
135 nomination may be affected by the decision upon such hearing, to such
136  election official, the Secretary of the State, the State Elections
137  Enforcement Commission and to any other party or parties whom [such
138  judge] the court deems proper parties thereto, of the time and place for
139  the hearing upon such complaint. [Such judge] The court shall, on the
140  day fixed for such hearing and without unnecessary delay, proceed to
141  hear the parties. If sufficient reason is shown, [he] the court may order
142 any voting tabulators to be unlocked or any ballot boxes to be opened
143  and a recount of the votes cast, including absentee ballots, to be made.
144  [Such judge] The court shall thereupon, if [he] the court finds any error

145  in the rulings of the election official or any mistake in the count of the
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146  votes, certify the result of [his] the court's finding or decision to the
147  Secretary of the State before the tenth day succeeding the conclusion of
148  the hearing. [Such judge] The court may order a new election or primary

149  or a change in the existing election schedule. [Such certificate of such
150  judge of his]

151 (c) The certificate of the court's finding or decision under subsection

152 (b) of this section shall be final and conclusive upon all questions

153  relating to errors in the ruling of such election officials, to the correctness
154  of such count, and, for the purposes of this section only, such claimed
155  violations, and shall operate to correct the returns of the moderators or
156  presiding officers, so as to conform to such finding or decision, except
157  that this section shall not affect the right of appeal to the Supreme Court
158 and [it] shall not prevent [such judge] the court from reserving such
159  questions of law for the advice of the Supreme Court as provided in

160  section 9-325, as amended by this act. [Such judge] The court may, if

161  necessary, issue [his] a writ of mandamus, requiring the adverse party
162  and those [under him] thereunder to deliver to the complainant the
163  appurtenances of such office, and shall cause [his] the court's finding
164  and [decree] decision to be entered on the records of the Superior Court

165  in the proper judicial district.

166 Sec. 4. Section 9-329a of the general statutes is repealed and the
167  following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025, and
168  applicable to complaints brought on or after July 1, 2025):

169 (@) Any (1) elector or candidate aggrieved by a ruling of an election
170  official in connection with any primary held pursuant to (A) section 9-
171 423, 9-425 or 9-464, or (B) a special act, (2) elector or candidate who
172 alleges that there has been a mistake in the count of the votes cast at such
173  primary, or (3) candidate in such a primary who alleges that [he] such
174  candidate is aggrieved by a violation of any provision of sections 9-355,
175  9-357 to 9-361, inclusive, section 9-364, 9-364a or 9-365 in the casting of
176  absentee ballots at such primary, may bring [his] a complaint [to any
177 judge of the Superior Court] in the superior court for the judicial district
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178  of Hartford or for the judicial district of Bridgeport for appropriate
179  action. In any action brought pursuant to the provisions of this section,
180  the complainant shall file a certification attached to the complaint
181  indicating that a copy of the complaint has been sent by first-class mail
182  or delivered to the State Elections Enforcement Commission. If such
183  complaint is made prior to such primary [such judge] the court shall
184  proceed expeditiously to render judgment on the complaint and shall
185  cause notice of the hearing to be given to the Secretary of the State and
186  the State Elections Enforcement Commission. If such complaint is made
187  subsequent to such primary [it] such complaint shall be brought, not

188  later than fourteen days after such primary, or if such complaint is
189  brought in response to the manual tabulation of paper ballots, described
190  in section 9-320f, such complaint shall be brought, not later than seven
191  days after the close of any such manual tabulation, [to any judge of the

192  Superior Court] in such superior court.

193 (b) [Such judge] The court shall forthwith order a hearing to be held

194  upon [such] a complaint filed pursuant to subsection (a) of this section,

195  upon a day not more than five nor less than three days after the making
196  of such order, and shall cause notice of not less than three days to be
197  given to any candidate or candidates in any way directly affected by the
198  decision upon such hearing, to such election official, to the Secretary of
199  the State, the State Elections Enforcement Commission and to any other
200  person or persons, whom [such judge] the court deems proper parties
201  thereto, of the time and place of the hearing upon such complaint. [Such
202 judge] The court shall, on the day fixed for such hearing, and without
203  delay, proceed to hear the parties and determine the result. If, after
204 hearing, sufficient reason is shown, [such judge] the court may order
205 any voting tabulators to be unlocked or any ballot boxes to be opened
206  and a recount of the votes cast, including absentee ballots, to be made.
207  [Such judge] The court shall thereupon, if [he] the court finds any error
208  in the ruling of the election official, any mistake in the count of the votes
209  or any violation of [said sections] any provision of sections 9-355, 9-357
210  to 9-361, inclusive, section 9-364, 9-364a or 9-365, certify the result of
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211  [his] the court's finding or decision to the Secretary of the State before
212 the tenth day following the conclusion of the hearing. [Such judge] The
213  court may (1) determine the result of such primary; (2) order a change
214  in the existing primary schedule; or (3) order a new primary if [he] the
215  court finds that, but for the error in the ruling of the election official, any
216  mistake in the count of the votes or any violation of [said sections] any
217  provision of sections 9-355, 9-357 to 9-361, inclusive, section 9-364, 9-
218  364a or 9-365, the result of such primary might have been different and

219  [he] the court is unable to determine the result of such primary.

220 (c) [The certification by the judge of his] The certificate of the court's
221  finding or decision under subsection (b) of this section shall be final and

222 conclusive upon all questions relating to errors in the ruling of such
223  election official, to the correctness of such count, and, for the purposes
224  of this section only, such alleged violations, and shall operate to correct

225  any returns or certificates filed by the election officials, unless the same

226  is appealed from as provided in section 9-325, as amended by this act.
227  In the event a new primary is held pursuant to such [Superior Court]

228  order of such superior court, the result of such new primary shall be

229  final and conclusive unless a complaint is brought pursuant to this

230  section. The clerk of [the] such superior court shall forthwith transmit a

231  copy of such findings and order to the Secretary of the State.

232 Sec. 5. Section 9-329b of the general statutes is repealed and the
233  following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025, and
234 applicable to complaints brought on or after July 1, 2025):

235 (a) At any time prior to a primary held before April 1, [2024] 2026,
236  and pursuant to sections 9-423, 9-425 and 9-464, or a special act, or prior
237  to any election held before April 1, [2024] 2026, the [Superior Court]
238  superior court for the judicial district of Hartford or for the judicial

239  district of Bridgeport may issue an order removing a candidate from a

240  ballot where it is shown that such candidate is improperly on the ballot.

241 (b) At any time prior to the commencement of the period of early
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242 voting at a primary held on or after April 1, [2024] 2026, and pursuant
243  to sections 9-423, 9-425 and 9-464, or a special act, or prior to the
244  commencement of the period of early voting at any election held on or
245  after April 1, [2024] 2026, the [Superior Court] superior court for the
246  judicial district of Hartford or for the judicial district of Bridgeport may

247  issue an order removing a candidate from a ballot where it is shown that
248  such candidate is improperly on the ballot.

249 Sec. 6. Subparagraph (B) of subdivision (2) of subsection (b) of section
250  9-368j of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted
251  inlieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025, and applicable to actions brought on or
252 after July 1, 2025):

253 (B) (i) In determining whether divergent voting patterns occur in a
254  municipality or whether a method of election in such municipality
255  results in a dilutive effect on the vote of protected class members, the
256  superior court for the judicial district [in which such municipality is
257  located] of Hartford or for the judicial district of Bridgeport (I) shall

258  consider elections held prior to the filing of an action pursuant to this

259  section as more probative than elections conducted after such filing, (II)
260  shall consider evidence concerning elections for any municipal office in
261  such municipality as more probative than evidence concerning elections
262  for other offices, but may still afford probative value to evidence
263  concerning elections for such other offices, (III) shall consider statistical
264  evidence as more probative than nonstatistical evidence, (IV) in the case
265  of claims brought on behalf of two or more protected classes that are
266  politically cohesive in such municipality, shall combine members of
267  such protected classes to determine whether voting by such combined
268  protected class members is divergent from other electors and shall not
269 require evidence that voting by each such protected class's members is
270  separately divergent from such other electors, and (V) shall not require
271  evidence concerning the intent of electors, elected officials or such

272  municipality to discriminate against protected class members.

273 (ii) Evidence concerning the causes of, or reasons for, the occurrence
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274  of divergent voting patterns shall not be deemed relevant to the
275  determination of whether divergent voting patterns occur or whether a
276  method of election results in a dilutive effect on the vote of protected

277  class members.

278 Sec. 7. Subdivision (1) of subsection (c) of section 9-368;j of the general
279  statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
280  (Effective July 1, 2025, and applicable to actions brought on or after July 1,
281 2025):

282 (c) (1) In determining whether, based on the totality of the
283  circumstances, an impairment of the right to vote for any protected class
284  member in a municipality, or of the opportunity or ability of protected
285  class members in a municipality to participate in the political process
286  and elect candidates of their choice or otherwise influence the outcome
287  of elections, has occurred, the superior court for the judicial district [in

288  which such municipality is located] of Hartford or for the judicial

289  district of Bridgeport may consider factors that include, but are not

290 limited to: (A) The history of discrimination in or affecting the
291 municipality or state; (B) the extent to which protected class members
292  have been elected to office in the municipality; (C) the use of any
293  qualification for eligibility to be an elector or other prerequisite to
294  voting, any statute, ordinance, regulation or other law regarding the
295  administration of elections, or any standard, practice, procedure or
296  policy, by the municipality that may enhance the dilutive effects of a
297  method of election in such municipality; (D) the extent of any history of
298  unequal access on the part of protected class members or candidates to
299  election administration or campaign finance processes that determine
300  which candidates will receive access to the ballot or financial or other
301 support in a given election for an office of the municipality; (E) the
302 extent to which protected class members in the municipality or state
303 have historically made expenditures, as defined in section 9-601b, at
304 lower rates than other individuals in such municipality or state; (F) the
305 extent to which protected class members in the municipality or state

306 vote at lower rates than other electors in the municipality or state, as
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307 applicable; (G) the extent to which protected class members in the
308 municipality are disadvantaged, or otherwise bear the effects of public
309 or private discrimination, in areas that may hinder their ability to
310  participate effectively in the political process, such as education,
311 employment, health, criminal justice, housing, transportation, land use
312  or environmental protection; (H) the extent to which protected class
313 members in the municipality are disadvantaged in other areas that may
314 hinder their ability to participate effectively in the political process; (I)
315 the use of overt or subtle racial appeals in political campaigns in the
316 municipality or surrounding the adoption or maintenance of a
317  challenged practice; (J) the extent to which candidates face hostility or
318  barriers while campaigning due to their membership in a protected
319 class; (K) a significant or recurring lack of responsiveness on the part of
320 elected officials of the municipality to the particularized needs of a
321 community or communities of protected class members, except that
322  compliance with a court order shall not be considered to be evidence of
323  such responsiveness; and (L) whether the particular method of election,
324 ordinance, regulation or other law regarding the administration of
325 elections, standard, practice, procedure or policy was designed to

326  advance, and does materially advance, a valid state interest.

327 Sec. 8. Subsection (d) of section 9-368]j of the general statutes is
328 repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
329 2025, and applicable to actions brought on or after July 1, 2025):

330 (d) Any individual aggrieved by a violation of this section, any
331 organization whose membership includes individuals aggrieved by
332  such a violation or the Secretary of the State may file an action alleging
333  aviolation of this section in the superior court for the judicial district [in
334  which such violation has occurred] of Hartford or for the judicial district

335 of Bridgeport. Members of two or more protected classes that are

336  politically cohesive in a municipality may jointly file such an action in
337  such court.

338 Sec. 9. Subdivision (1) of subsection (e) of section 9-368j of the general
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339 statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
340  (Effective July 1, 2025, and applicable to actions brought on or after July 1,
341 2025):

342 (e) (1) Notwithstanding any provision of this title and any special act,
343  charter or home rule ordinance, whenever the superior court for [a] the
344  judicial district of Hartford or for the judicial district of Bridgeport finds

345 a violation by a municipality [within such judicial district] of any

346  provision of this section, such court shall order appropriate remedies
347  that are tailored to address such violation in such municipality and to
348  ensure protected class members have equitable opportunities to fully
349  participate in the political process and that can be implemented in a
350 manner that will not unduly disrupt the administration of an ongoing
351 or imminent election. Such court shall take into account the ability of
352  officials who administer elections in such municipality to implement
353  any change to voting for an ongoing or imminent election in a manner
354  that is orderly and fiscally sound, and shall not order any remedy that
355  contravenes the Constitution of Connecticut. Appropriate remedies
356  may include, but need not be limited to: (A) A district-based method of
357  election; (B) an alternative method of election; (C) new or revised
358  districting or redistricting plans; (D) elimination of staggered elections
359  so that all members of the legislative body are elected at the same time;
360  (E) reasonably increasing the size of the legislative body; (F) additional
361 voting days or hours; (G) additional polling places; (H) additional
362 means of voting, such as voting by mail, or additional opportunities to
363 return ballots; (I) holding of special elections; (J) expanded
364  opportunities for admission of electors; (K) additional elector education;
365 (L) the restoration or addition of individuals to registry lists; or (M)
366 retaining jurisdiction for such period of time as the court may deem
367  appropriate, during which period no qualification for eligibility to be an
368 elector or prerequisite to voting, or standard, practice or procedure with
369 respect to voting, that is different from that which was in effect at the
370  time an action under subsection (d) of this section was commenced shall

371  be enforced unless the court finds that such qualification, prerequisite,
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372  standard, practice or procedure does not have the purpose, and will not
373  have the effect, of impairing the right to vote on the basis of protected
374  class membership or in contravention of the guarantees with respect to
375  such right that are set forth in sections 9-368j to 9-368q, inclusive, as

376 amended by this act, provided, in any action brought pursuant to

377  chapter 149, any remedy ordered shall be consistent with the provisions
378  of said chapter. Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (M) of
379  this subdivision, any such finding by the court shall not be a bar to any
380 subsequent action to enjoin enforcement of such qualification,

381  prerequisite, standard, practice or procedure.

382 Sec. 10. Subparagraphs (E) and (F) of subdivision (2) of subsection (g)
383  of section 9-368j of the general statutes are repealed and the following is
384  substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025, and applicable to actions
385  brought on or after July 1, 2025):

386 (E) If, pursuant to the provisions of this subsection, a municipality
387  enacts or implements a remedy or the Secretary of the State approves a
388  proposed remedy, a party who sent a notification letter described in
389  subdivision (1) of this subsection regarding a potential violation that is
390 related to such remedy may, not later than thirty days after such
391 enactment, implementation or approval, submit a claim for
392  reimbursement from such municipality for the costs associated with
393  producing and sending such notification letter. Such party shall submit
394 such claim in writing and substantiate such claim with financial
395  documentation, including a detailed invoice for any demography
396 services or analysis of voting patterns in such municipality. Upon
397  receipt of any such claim, such municipality may request additional
398  financial documentation if that which has been provided by such party
399 is insufficient to substantiate such costs. Such municipality shall
400  reimburse such party for reasonable costs claimed or for an amount to
401 which such party and such municipality agree, except that the
402  cumulative amount of any such reimbursements to all such parties other
403  than the Secretary of the State shall not exceed fifty thousand dollars,

404  adjusted in accordance with any change in the consumer price index for
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405  all urban consumers as published by the United States Department of
406  Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. If any such party and such
407  municipality fail to agree to a reimbursement amount, either such party
408  or such municipality may file an action for a declaratory judgment with
409  the superior court for the judicial district [in which such municipality is
410 located] of Hartford or for the judicial district of Bridgeport for a
411  clarification of rights.

412 (F) (i) Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, a party
413  described in subsection (d) of this section may seek preliminary relief
414  for aregular election held in a municipality by filing an action pursuant
415  to this section during the one hundred twenty days prior to such regular
416  election. Not later than the filing of such action, such party shall send a
417  notification letter described in subdivision (1) of this subsection to such
418 municipality. In the event any such action is withdrawn or dismissed as
419 being moot as a result of such municipality's enactment or
420  implementation of a remedy, or the approval by the Secretary of the
421  State of a proposed remedy, any such party may only submit a claim for
422  reimbursement in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph (E)
423  of this subdivision.

424 (ii) In the case of preliminary relief sought pursuant to subparagraph
425  (F)(i) of this subdivision by a party described in subsection (d) of this
426  section, the superior court for the judicial district [in which such
427  municipality is located] of Hartford or for the judicial district of

428  Bridgeport shall grant such relief if such court determines that (I) such
429  party has shown a substantial likelihood of success on the merits, and
430 (L) it is possible to implement an appropriate remedy that would
431  resolve the violation alleged under this section prior to such election in
432  a manner that will not unduly disrupt such election.

433 Sec. 11. Subsection (g) of section 9-368! of the general statutes is
434  repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
435 2025, and applicable to actions brought on or after July 1, 2025):
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436 (g) Any individual aggrieved by a violation of this section, any
437  organization whose membership includes individuals aggrieved by
438  such a violation or the Secretary of the State may file an action alleging
439  aviolation of this section in the superior court for the judicial district [in

440  which such violation has occurred] of Hartford or for the judicial district

441  of Bridgeport, except that no determination of the Secretary under this

442  section to designate a municipality or a language for the provision of

443  assistance shall constitute a violation of this section.

444 Sec. 12. Subsection (a) of section 9-368m of the general statutes is
445  repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
446 2025, and applicable to actions brought on or after July 1, 2025):

447 (a) In accordance with the provisions of this section, the enactment or
448  implementation of a covered policy, as described in subsection (b) of this
449  section, by a covered jurisdiction, as described in subsection (c) of this
450  section, shall be subject to preclearance, as described in subsections (e)
451  and (f) of this section, by the Secretary of the State or the superior court
452 for the judicial district [in which such covered jurisdiction is located] of
453  Hartford or for the judicial district of Bridgeport.

454 Sec. 13. Subdivision (1) of subsection (f) of section 9-368m of the
455  general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
456  thereof (Effective July 1, 2025, and applicable to actions brought on or after
457  July 1, 2025):

458 (f) (1) If a covered jurisdiction seeks preclearance from the superior
459  court for the judicial district [in which such covered jurisdiction is
460 located] of Hartford or for the judicial district of Bridgeport for the

461 adoption or implementation of any covered policy, in lieu of seeking

462  such preclearance from the Secretary of the State pursuant to subsection
463  (e) of this section, such covered jurisdiction shall submit, in writing,
464  such covered policy to such court and may obtain such preclearance in
465  accordance with the provisions of this subsection, provided (A) such

466  covered jurisdiction shall also contemporaneously transmit to the

LCO No. 6375 15 of 26



Raised Bill No. 7230

467  Secretary of the State a copy of such submission, and (B) failure to so
468 provide such copy shall result in an automatic denial of such
469  preclearance. Notwithstanding the transmission to the Secretary of a
470  copy of any such submission, the court shall exercise exclusive
471  jurisdiction over such submission. The covered jurisdiction shall bear

472 the burden of proof in the court's determination as to preclearance.

473 Sec. 14. Subsection (g) of section 9-368m of the general statutes is
474  repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
475 2025, and applicable to actions brought on or after July 1, 2025):

476 (g) If any covered jurisdiction enacts or implements any covered
477  policy without obtaining preclearance for such covered policy in
478  accordance with the provisions of this section, the Secretary of the State
479  or any party described in subsection (d) of section 9-368j, as amended
480 Dby this act, may file an action in the superior court for the judicial district
481  [in which such covered jurisdiction is located] of Hartford or for the

482  judicial district of Bridgeport to enjoin such enactment or

483  implementation and seek sanctions against such covered jurisdiction for

484  violations of this section.

485 Sec. 15. Subdivision (1) of subsection (c) of section 9-368n of the
486  general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
487  thereof (Effective July 1, 2025, and applicable to actions brought on or after
488  July 1, 2025):

489 (c) (1) Any individual aggrieved by a violation of this section or any
490  organization whose membership includes individuals aggrieved by
491  such a violation may file an action alleging a violation of this section in
492  the superior court for the judicial district [in which such violation has

493  occurred] of Hartford or for the judicial district of Bridgeport. Such an

494  action may be filed irrespective of any action that may be filed by the
495  State Elections Enforcement Commission, the Attorney General or the
496  State's Attorney as a result of such a violation.

497 Sec. 16. Section 9-453e of the general statutes is repealed and the
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498  following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025):

499 Each circulator of a nominating petition page shall be a United States
500 citizen [,] and at least eighteen years of age, [and a resident of a town in
501  this state] and shall not be on parole for conviction of a felony. Any
502 individual proposed as a candidate in any nominating petition may
503  serve as circulator of the pages of such nominating petition.

504 Sec. 17. Section 9-453j of the general statutes is repealed and the
505 following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025):

506 Each page of a nominating petition submitted to the town clerk or
507  [the] Secretary of the State and filed with the Secretary of the State under
508 the provisions of sections 9-453a to 9-453s, inclusive, or section 9-216
509  shall contain a statement as to the residency [in this state] and eligibility
510  of the circulator and as to the authenticity of the signatures thereon,
511 signed under [penalties] penalty of false statement, by the person who
512 circulated the same. Such statement shall set forth (1) [such] the
513  circulator's residence address, including the town [in this state] in which

514  [such] the circulator is a resident, (2) if the circulator is not a resident in

515 this state, that the circulator agrees to submit to the jurisdiction of this

516  state in any case or controversy arising out of or related to the circulation

517  of a petition pursuant to this subpart, (3) the circulator's date of birth
518  and that the circulator is at least eighteen years of age, [(3)] (4) that the

519  circulator is a United States citizen and not on parole for conviction of a

520 felony, and [(4)] (5) that each person whose name appears on such page
521  signed the same in person in the presence of [such] the circulator and
522 that either the circulator knows each such signer or that the signer
523  satisfactorily identified [himself] such signer to the circulator. Any false
524  statement committed with respect to such statement shall be deemed to
525  have been committed in the town in which the petition was circulated.

526 Sec. 18. Subsections (a) and (b) of section 9-453k of the general statutes

527  arerepealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
528 1, 2025):
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529 (a) The town clerk or Secretary of the State shall not accept any page
530 of a nominating petition unless the circulator thereof has signed before

531  [him] the clerk or Secretary, or an appropriate person as provided in
532  section 1-29, the statement as to the residency [in this state] and
533  eligibility of the circulator and as to the authenticity of the signatures
534  thereon required by section 9-453j, as amended by this act.

535 (b) The town clerk or Secretary of the State, or an appropriate person
536  as provided in section 1-29, shall certify on each such page that the
537  circulator thereof signed such statement in [his] the presence of the
538  clerk, Secretary or appropriate person, as applicable, and that either [he]

539  the clerk, Secretary or appropriate person, as applicable, knows the

540  circulator or that the circulator satisfactorily identified [himself] such

541  circulator to the individual so certifying.

542 Sec. 19. Section 9-4530 of the general statutes is repealed and the
543  following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025):

544 (@) The Secretary of the State may not count, for purposes of
545  determining compliance with the number of signatures required by
546  section 9-453d, the signatures certified by the town clerk on any petition
547  page filed under sections 9-453a to 9-453s, inclusive, or 9-216 if: (1) The
548 name of the candidate, [his] such candidate's address or the party

549  designation, if any, has been omitted from the face of the petition; (2) the
550  page does not contain a statement by the circulator as to the residency
551  [in this state] and eligibility of the circulator and as to the authenticity

552 of the signatures thereon as required by section 9-453j, as amended by
553  this act, or upon which such statement of the circulator is incomplete in
554  any respect; or (3) the page does not contain the certifications required
555 by sections 9-453a to 9-453s, inclusive, by the town clerk of the town in
556  which the signers reside. The town clerk shall cure any omission on [his]
557  the clerk's part by signing any such page at the office of the Secretary of
558  the State and making the necessary amendment or by filing a separate

559  statement in this regard, which amendment shall be dated.
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560 (b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the Secretary of
561 the State shall approve [every] each nominating petition which contains
562  sufficient signatures counted and certified on approved pages by the
563  town clerks. In the case of a candidate who petitions under a reserved
564  party designation the Secretary shall approve the petition only if it
565 meets the signature requirement and if a statement endorsing such
566 candidate is filed with the Secretary by the party designation committee
567 not later than four o'clock p.m. on the sixty-second day before the
568 election. In the case of a candidate who petitions under a party
569  designation which is the same as the name of a minor party the Secretary
570  shall approve the petition only if it meets the signature requirement and
571 if a statement endorsing such candidate is filed in the office of the
572 Secretary by the chairman or secretary of such minor party not later than
573  four o'clock p.m. on the sixty-second day before the election. No
574  candidate shall be qualified to appear on any ballot by nominating
575  petition unless the candidate's petition is approved by the Secretary

576  pursuant to this subsection.

577 (c) The Secretary of the State may approve a nominating petition

578  received under section 9-453k, as amended by this act, at any time

579  except such approval shall be withdrawn if sufficient signatures are
580  withdrawn under section 9-453h.

581 Sec. 20. Subsections (c) and (d) of section 9-404b of the general statutes
582  arerepealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
583 1, 2025):

584 (c) The names of enrolled party members signing a primary petition
585 may be on several pages, provided no person shall sign more than one
586  petition page for the same candidate or candidates. Any person who
587  signs a name other than the person's own to a primary petition filed
588  under the provisions of this section or who signs a name other than the
589  person's own as circulator of such petition shall be fined not more than
590  one hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than one year, or both.
591  Each such page shall indicate the candidate or candidates supported,
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592  the offices sought and the political party for which nomination is being
593  sought. No page of such a petition shall contain the names of enrolled
594  party members residing in different municipalities and any petition
595  page that has been certified by the registrars of voters of two or more
596  municipalities shall be rejected by the Secretary. Withdrawal of petition
597  signatures shall not be permitted.

598 (d) [Each] Any person qualified to vote under the laws of any state or

599  territory of the United States may be a circulator of a primary petition

600 page [shall be] if such person (1) is an enrolled party member of a

601 municipality in this state, [. Each] or (2) agrees to submit to the

602 jurisdiction of this state in any case or controversy arising out of or

603 related to the circulation of a primary petition. For any circulator

604  described in subdivision (1) of this subsection, each petition page shall

605 contain a statement signed by the registrar of voters of the municipality
606 in which the circulator is an enrolled party member attesting that the
607  circulator is an enrolled party member in the municipality. For any

608 circulator described in subdivision (2) of this subsection, each petition

609 page shall contain a statement signed by the circulator that the circulator

610 agrees to submit to the jurisdiction of this state in any case or

611 controversy arising out of or related to the circulation of a primary

612  petition, which signed statement shall be attested to by the registrar of

613  voters of the municipality in which such page was circulated. Unless

614  such [a] an attested statement by the registrar of voters appears on each
615 page so submitted, the Secretary shall reject the page. Each separate
616  page of the petition shall contain a statement as to the authenticity of the
617  signatures on the page and the number of such signatures, and shall be
618 signed under the [penalties] penalty of false statement by the person
619  who circulated the page, setting forth the circulator's address and the
620  town in which the circulator is an enrolled party member and attesting
621  that each person whose name appears on the page signed the petition in
622  person in the presence of the circulator, that the circulator either knows
623  each such signer or that the signer satisfactorily identified [himself or
624  herself] such signer to the circulator and that the spaces for candidates
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625  supported, offices sought and the political party involved were filled in
626  prior to the obtaining of the signatures. Each separate page of the
627  petition shall also be acknowledged before an appropriate person as
628  provided in section 1-29. The Secretary shall reject any page of a petition
629 filed with the Secretary which does not contain such a statement by the
630 circulator as to the authenticity of the signatures on the page, or upon
631  which the statement of the circulator is incomplete in any respect, or

632  which does not contain the [certification] attested statement required

633  under this section by the registrar of voters of the town in which the

634 circulator is an enrolled party member or in which the page was

635 circulated. Any individual proposed as a candidate in any primary
636  petition may serve as a circulator of the pages of the petition, provided
637  the individual's service as circulator does not violate any provision of
638  this section.

639 Sec. 21. Section 9-410 of the general statutes is repealed and the
640  following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025):

641 (@) The petition form for candidacies for nomination to municipal
642  office or for election as members of town committees shall be prescribed
643 by the Secretary of the State and provided by the registrar of voters of
644  the municipality in which the candidacy is to be filed or duplicate
645  petition pages shall be produced in accordance with section 9-409, and
646  signatures shall be obtained only on such forms or such duplicate
647  petition pages. Such form shall include, at the top of the form and in
648  bold print, the following:

649 WARNING

650 IT IS A CRIME TO SIGN THIS PETITION
651 IN THE NAME OF ANOTHER PERSON
652 WITHOUT LEGAL AUTHORITY TO DO SO
653 AND YOU MAY NOT SIGN THIS PETITION
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654 IF YOU ARE NOT AN ELECTOR.

655 The form shall include thereon a statement of instructions to persons
656  using the form and shall indicate the date and time by which it shall be
657  filed and the person with whom it shall be filed. The form shall provide
658  spaces for the names and addresses of the candidates, the offices to
659  which nomination is sought or the positions to which election is sought
660 and the political party holding the primary, and shall provide lines for
661 the signatures, street addresses, dates of birth and the printing of the
662 names of enrolled party members supporting the person or persons on
663  behalf of whose candidacy the petition is used. Only as many candidates
664 may be proposed in any one primary petition for the same office or
665  position as are to be nominated or chosen by such party for such office
666 or position; but any one primary petition may propose as many
667  candidates for different offices or positions as there are nominations to

668  be made or positions to be filled.

669 (b) The names of enrolled party members signing a primary petition
670  need not all be on one sheet but may be on several sheets, but no person
671  shall sign more than one petition page for the same candidate or
672  candidates. Any person who signs a name other than the person's own
673  to a primary petition filed under the provisions of this section or who
674  signs a name other than the person's own as circulator of such a petition
675  shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars or imprisoned not
676  more than one year or both. Each such sheet shall indicate the candidate
677  or candidates supported, the offices or positions sought and the political
678  party the nomination of which is sought or which is holding the primary
679  for election of town committee members. No page of such a petition
680  shall contain the names of enrolled party members residing in different
681 municipalities and any page thereof which has been certified by the
682  registrars of voters of two or more municipalities shall be rejected by the
683  registrar of voters. Withdrawal of petition signatures shall not be
684  permitted.

685 (c) [Each] Any person qualified to vote under the laws of any state or

LCO No. 6375 22 of 26



Raised Bill No. 7230

686 territory of the United States may be a circulator of a primary petition

687  page [shall be] if such person (1) is an enrolled party member of a

688  municipality in this state, [who is entitled to vote. Each] or (2) agrees to

689  submit to the jurisdiction of this state in any case or controversy arising

690 out of or related to the circulation of a primary petition. For any

691 circulator described in subdivision (1) of this subsection, each petition

692  page shall contain a statement signed by the registrar of voters of the
693  municipality in which such circulator is an enrolled party member
694  attesting that the circulator is an enrolled party member in such

695 municipality. For any circulator described in subdivision (2) of this

696 subsection, each petition page shall contain a statement signed by the

697  circulator that the circulator agrees to submit to the jurisdiction of this

698 statein any case or controversy arising out of or related to the circulation

699  of a primary petition, which signed statement shall be attested to by the

700 registrar of voters of the municipality in which such page was

701  circulated. Unless such [a] an attested statement by the registrar of
702  voters appears on each page so submitted, the registrar of voters shall
703  reject such page. No candidate for the nomination of a party for a
704  municipal office or the position of town committee member shall
705 circulate any petition for another candidate or another group of
706  candidates contained in one primary petition for the nomination of such
707  party for the same office or position, and any petition page circulated in
708  violation of this provision shall be rejected by the registrar of voters. No
709  person shall circulate petitions for more than the maximum number of
710  candidates to be nominated by a party for the same office or position,
711  and any petition page circulated in violation of this provision shall be
712 rejected by the registrar of voters. Each separate sheet of such petition
713 shall contain a statement as to the authenticity of the signatures thereon
714  and the number of such signatures, and shall be signed under the
715  [penalties] penalty of false statement by the person who circulated the
716  same, setting forth such circulator's address and the town in which such
717  circulator is an enrolled party member and attesting that each person
718  whose name appears on such sheet signed the same in person in the

719  presence of such circulator, that the circulator either knows each such
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720  signer or that the signer satisfactorily identified [the] such signer to the
721  circulator and that the spaces for candidates supported, offices or
722 positions sought and the political party involved were filled in prior to
723  the obtaining of the signatures. Each separate sheet of such petition shall
724  also be acknowledged before an appropriate person as provided in
725  section 1-29. Any sheet of a petition filed with the registrar of voters
726 which does not contain such a statement by the circulator as to the
727  authenticity of the signatures thereon, or upon which the statement of
728  the circulator is incomplete in any respect, or which does not contain the

729  [certification hereinbefore required] attested statement required under

730  this section by the registrar of voters of the town in which the circulator

731 is an enrolled party member or in which the page was circulated, shall

732 be rejected by the registrar of voters. Any individual proposed as a
733  candidate in any primary petition may serve as a circulator of the pages
734 of such petition, provided such individual's service as circulator does

735  not violate any provision of this section.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 July 1, 2025, and 9-324
applicable to complaints
brought on or after July 1,
2025

Sec. 2 July 1, 2025, and 9-325
applicable to complaints
brought on or after July 1,
2025

Sec. 3 July 1, 2025, and 9-328
applicable to complaints
brought on or after July 1,
2025

Sec. 4 July 1, 2025, and 9-329a
applicable to complaints
brought on or after July 1,
2025
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Sec.

July 1, 2025, and
applicable to complaints
brought on or after July 1,
2025

9-329b

Sec.

July 1, 2025, and
applicable to actions
brought on or after July 1,
2025

9-368j(b)(2)(B)

Sec.

July 1, 2025, and
applicable to actions
brought on or after July 1,
2025

9-368j(c)(1)

Sec.

July 1, 2025, and
applicable to actions

brought on or after July 1,
2025

9-368j(d)

Sec.

July 1, 2025, and
applicable to actions

brought on or after July 1,
2025

9-368j(e) (1)

Sec.

10

July 1, 2025, and
applicable to actions

brought on or after July 1,
2025

9-368j(g)(2)(E) and (F)

Sec.

11

July 1, 2025, and
applicable to actions
brought on or after July 1,
2025

9-3681(g)

Sec.

12

July 1, 2025, and
applicable to actions
brought on or after July 1,
2025

9-368m(a)

Sec.

13

July 1, 2025, and
applicable to actions

brought on or after July 1,
2025

9-368m(f)(1)

Sec.

14

July 1, 2025, and
applicable to actions

brought on or after July 1,
2025

9-368m(g)
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Sec. 15 July 1, 2025, and 9-368n(c)(1)
applicable to actions
brought on or after July 1,
2025
Sec. 16 July 1, 2025 9-453e
Sec. 17 July 1, 2025 9-453j
Sec. 18 July 1, 2025 9-453k(a) and (b)
Sec. 19 July 1, 2025 9-4530
Sec. 20 July 1, 2025 9-404b(c) and (d)
Sec. 21 July 1, 2025 9-410

Statement of Purpose:
To (1) require that certain election-related filings be made in the superior
court for the judicial district of Hartford or for the judicial district of
Bridgeport, and (2) bring into compliance with federal case law certain
state statutes relating to the circulation of nominating and primary

petitions.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except
that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is not

underlined.]
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