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Referred to Committee on GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION
AND ELECTIONS

Introduced by:
(GAE)

AN ACT CONCERNING THE ORDER OF GUBERNATORIAL
SUCCESSION UNDER CERTAIN PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY
CIRCUMSTANCES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

—_

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2025) (a) In case of the death,

resignation, refusal to serve or removal from office of the Governor and:

N

(1) There is a vacancy in the office of Lieutenant Governor such that
no person is able to succeed to the office of Governor in accordance with
subsection a. of article twenty-second of the amendments to the
Constitution of the state, and there is a vacancy in the office of president
pro tempore of the Senate such that no person is able to succeed to the

office of Lieutenant Governor in accordance with section 19 of article
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fourth of the Constitution of the state, the speaker of the House of
10  Representatives shall, upon taking the oath of office of Governor, be
11  Governor of the state until another is chosen at the next regular election
12 for Governor and is duly qualified;

13 (2) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivision (1) of this
14  subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of speaker of the House of
15 Representatives, the Attorney General shall, upon taking the oath of
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office of Governor, be Governor of the state until another is chosen at

the next regular election for Governor and is duly qualified;

(3) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivisions (1) and (2) of
this subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of Attorney General, the
Treasurer shall, upon taking the oath of office of Governor, be Governor
of the state until another is chosen at the next regular election for

Governor and is duly qualified;

(4) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivisions (1) to (3),
inclusive, of this subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of Treasurer,
the Comptroller shall, upon taking the oath of office of Governor, be
Governor of the state until another is chosen at the next regular election

for Governor and is duly qualified;

(5) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivisions (1) to (4),
inclusive, of this subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of
Comptroller, the Secretary of the State shall, upon taking the oath of
office of Governor, be Governor of the state until another is chosen at

the next regular election for Governor and is duly qualified;

(6) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivisions (1) to (5),
inclusive, of this subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of Secretary
of the State, the majority leader of the House of Representatives shall,
upon taking the oath of office of Governor, be Governor of the state until
another is chosen at the next regular election for Governor and is duly
qualified; and

(7) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivisions (1) to (6),
inclusive, of this subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of majority
leader of the House of Representatives, the majority leader of the Senate
shall, upon taking the oath of office of Governor, be Governor of the
state until another is chosen at the next regular election for Governor
and is duly qualified.

(b) In case of the impeachment of the Governor or of the Governor's
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absence from the state, and:

(1) There is a vacancy in the office of Lieutenant Governor such that
no person is able to act as Governor in accordance with subsection b. of
article twenty-second of the amendments to the Constitution of the
state, and there is a vacancy in the office of president pro tempore of the
Senate such that no person is able to succeed to the office of Lieutenant
Governor in accordance with section 19 of article fourth of the
Constitution of the state, the speaker of the House of Representatives
shall exercise the powers and authority and perform the duties
appertaining to the office of Governor until, if the Governor has been
impeached, the Governor has been acquitted or, if absent, the Governor

has returned;

(2) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivision (1) of this
subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of speaker of the House of
Representatives, the Attorney General shall exercise the powers and
authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office of Governor
until, if the Governor has been impeached, the Governor has been

acquitted or, if absent, the Governor has returned;

(3) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivisions (1) and (2) of
this subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of Attorney General, the
Treasurer shall exercise the powers and authority and perform the
duties appertaining to the office of Governor until, if the Governor has
been impeached, the Governor has been acquitted or, if absent, the

Governor has returned;

(4) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivisions (1) to (3),
inclusive, of this subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of Treasurer,
the Comptroller shall exercise the powers and authority and perform
the duties appertaining to the office of Governor until, if the Governor
has been impeached, the Governor has been acquitted or, if absent, the
Governor has returned;

(5) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivisions (1) to (4),
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inclusive, of this subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of
Comptroller, the Secretary of the State shall exercise the powers and
authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office of Governor
until, if the Governor has been impeached, the Governor has been

acquitted or, if absent, the Governor has returned;

(6) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivisions (1) to (5),
inclusive, of this subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of Secretary
of the State, the majority leader of the House of Representatives shall
exercise the powers and authority and perform the duties appertaining
to the office of Governor until, if the Governor has been impeached, the
Governor has been acquitted or, if absent, the Governor has returned;
and

(7) In addition to the vacancies set forth in subdivisions (1) to (6),
inclusive, of this subsection, there is a vacancy in the office of majority
leader of the House of Representatives, the majority leader of the Senate
shall exercise the powers and authority and perform the duties
appertaining to the office of Governor until, if the Governor has been
impeached, the Governor has been acquitted or, if absent, the Governor

has returned.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 ‘ October 1, 2025 ‘ New section

Statement of Purpose:

To expand upon the order of gubernatorial succession set forth in the
state constitution wunder certain permanent and temporary
circumstances.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except
that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is not
underlined.]
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