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Referred to Committee on HUMAN SERVICES

Introduced by:
(HS)

AN ACT CONCERNING HOMELESSNESS AND THE CHESS
PROGRAM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

1 Section 1. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) As used in this section,
2 "Connecticut Housing Engagement and Support Services" or "CHESS"
3 means a home and community-based services program established
4  pursuant to a Medicaid state plan amendment under Section 1915(i) of
5 the Social Security Act and a Medicaid waiver pursuant to Section
6  1915(b)(4) of the Social Security Act to improve housing stability and
7 health outcomes for persons who have (1) complex health conditions,
8  (2) experienced homelessness, and (3) been determined to be likely to
9  benefit from targeted services to improve health and housing stability.
10 (b) The Commissioner of Housing, in consultation with the

11  Commissioner of Social Services, shall prioritize participants in the
12 CHESS program for state-administered housing assistance, including,
13 to the extent permissible under federal eligibility standards, Section 8
14  Housing Choice vouchers. Not later than December 1, 2025, the
15 Commissioner of Housing shall file a report, in accordance with the
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provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes, with the joint
standing committees of the General Assembly having cognizance of
matters relating to housing and human services on the number of
CHESS participants who have received state-administered housing
assistance, including, but not limited to, Section 8 Housing Choice
vouchers established pursuant to 42 USC §1437f(0), as amended from
time to time.

Sec. 2. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) There is established a
legislative oversight committee for services for homeless persons in the
state. The committee shall consist of:

(1) The House and Senate chairpersons of the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters

relating to housing, or their designees;

(2) The House and Senate chairpersons of the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters

relating to human services, or their designees;

(3) The House and Senate chairpersons of the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters

relating to planning and development, or their designees; and

(4) The House and Senate chairpersons of the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters

relating to public health, or their designees.

(b) The oversight committee shall meet not later than sixty days after
the effective date of this section. The chairpersons shall be the Senate
chairperson of the joint standing committee of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to housing, or the chairperson's
designee, and the House chairperson of the joint standing committee of
the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to human
services, or the chairperson's designee. The oversight committee shall
review services for homeless persons in the state, including, but not
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limited to the CHESS program, as defined in section 1 of this act.

(c) The Commissioners of Housing and Social Services shall file

quarterly reports with the oversight committee on services for homeless

persons in the state and shall seek approval of the oversight committee

for any changes to such services, including, but not limited to, the

CHESS program.
This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:
Section 1 from passage New section
Sec. 2 from passage New section

Statement of Purpose:
To ensure adequate services for homeless persons.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except
that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is not

underlined.]
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