Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee
JOINT FAVORABLE REPORT

Bill No.: SB-1555
AN ACT CONCERNING THE TEN-YEAR PLAN TO ERADICATE
CONCENTRATED POVERTY IN PARTICIPATING CONCENTRATED
Title: POVERTY CENSUS TRACTS.

Vote Date: 4/24/2025
Vote Action: Joint Favorable
PH Date: 4/16/2025
File No.: 881

Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Finance, Revenue, & Bonding Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

The bill directs the Office of Neighborhood Investment and Community Engagement (ONICE)
to create a pilot program which will assist municipalities with concentrated poverty census
tracts and implement ten-year plans to eradicate concentrated poverty through community-
oriented programs. Additionally, the bill expands upon agencies ONICE must consult,
increases reporting requirements, and repeals the Concentrated Poverty Framework Working
Group. By creating a pilot program and implementing bureaucratic changes the bill attempts
to streamline efficiency and create a more concerted effort by DECD to address concentrated
poverty in the state. These efforts will help to alleviate the negative effects that living in high
concentrated poverty communities have on quality of life. Through the dedicated efforts of the
Office of Neighborhood Investment and Community Engagement, there will be focused
attention and support given to municipalities in the state which will help eliminate
concentrated poverty.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

O'Keefe, Daniel, Commissioner, Dept. of Economic & Community Development

The Commissioner states that the Department of Economic and Community Development
(DECD) has been working to implement past legislation passed by the committee but does
not have the necessary staff and resources to implement the changes in this bill with ONICE.
DECD recommends reallocating the responsibilities of ONICE to other offices within the
agency to maximize efficiency. The Commissioner also notes that this bill repeals Section
119 of Public Act 24-151 which created the Concentrated Poverty Framework Working




Group. DECD feels that dissolving this group will slow development as the agency would be
solely responsible for the direction of the pilot program.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Oyanadel, Werner, Latino & Puerto Rican Policy Director, The Commission on Women,
Children, Seniors, Equity, & Opportunity

CWCSEO writes in support and writes how this bill offers a long-term plan which is
community focused and encourages inter-agency cooperation. The Commission feels that
this bill is a more focused and specific effort to address concentrated poverty in the state
compared to previous legislation.

Senecal, Chris, Sr. Public Policy Officer, Hartford Foundation

The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving supports the additional reporting requirements
outlined in the legislation and appreciates that the bill encourages increased inter-agency
cooperation and the community-oriented focus of the bill.

The following also submitted testimony in support of the bill...
Elizabeth C. Reyes

Debi Banderman

Loretta Collier

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

None Expressed

Reported by: Emma Kozak Date: 5/1/25
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