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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Government Administration and Elections Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

This will would allow for curbside voting spaces to be designated for electors with disabilities
and let disable voters request a ballot be brought to their vehicle. The bill also establishes
restrictions and penalties for conducting electioneering near individuals engaging in curbside
voting. There currently exists a 75-foot penalty for electioneering around a polling station but
it is unclear if this extends to individuals engaging in curbside voting allowing for those
electioneering to potentially exploit this oversight. The intended effect of the bill would to be
increase voting access for a vulnerable population to protect their right to vote by including
another avenue that allows them to do so. In addition, it aims to protect the privacy and
independence of these electors from campaign officials.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Stephanie Thomas, Secretary of the State, Office of the Secretary of State

Secretary Thomas supports the bill, noting the this expands the permits around polling
location that will now including curbside voting by 20 feet. She argues that the bill will reduce
the likelihood of these voters from experiencing "unlawful contact” by either candidates or
campaign workers.



NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Luke Lamour, Connecticut Kids Court Academy (CHRO)

Mr. Lamour supports the bill, arguing that states should uphold the rights of citizens
established on a national scale, citing the Americans with Disabilities Act. He notes that
"equality doesn't suffice if equity isn't upkept" and believes that laws such as these adhere to
the notion of equity.

Ann Reed, Vice President, League of Women Voters of Connecticut

Ms. Reed supports the bill, emphasizing the model it represents for how curbside voting
should be conducted in the states, citing her experience as a poll worker. She recognizes the
importance of language in the bill to prohibits candidates from being in cars during curbside
voting.

Carol Rizzolo

Ms. Rizzolo supports the bill, highlighting the consistency in precedent banning candidates
from being in a vehicle when ballots are being cast with candidates prevented from being
near in-person voters as they cast their ballots.

Mary Ryan

Ms. Ryan supports the bill, drawing on her experience a poll worker in her local town that
utilizes curbside voting. She notes that this has been used for the ill and emphasizes the
importance of making easier for all residents.

Alison Sanchirico

Ms. Sanchirico supports the bill, emphasizing that elections are free and fair when they are
accessible for all.

Julia Wilcox, Senior Public Policy & Division Advisor, Connecticut Community
Nonprofit Alliance

Ms. Wilcox supports the bill, emphasizing the importance of the right to vote and voter
engagement in elections. She notes that barriers still exist that prevent those from disabilities
from voting, citing a 2024 report that says 14% of voters with disabilities had difficulty voting
in the 2022 elections and that 1.75 million more ballots would have been cast if voters with
disabilities votes at similar rates to those without disabilities. Though she acknowledges
much progress has been made, much more needs to be done, and identifies numerous
reforms.

Ezekiel Works, Student, Connecticut Kids Court Academy

Mr. Workers is sixth-grade student supports the bill. He identifies that helping those with
disabilities required the use of curbside voting. He says that this will allow everyone to get a
chance to vote and would be a big advantage to them, protecting their rights.
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Jeremy Works, Student, Connecticut Kids Court Academy

Mr. Workers is a sixth-grade student and supports the bill. He notes that allowing everyone to
vote is better than only making it easy for those without disabilities to vote. This means, he
says, that they wouldn't be able to have their vote and say counted in the final count, which
may lead to discrimination. He wants Connecticut to be a "community of inclusion and trust."”

Jess Zaccagnino, Policy Counsel, American Civil Liberties Union of Connecticut

Ms. Zaccagnino supports the bill, highlighting the importance of voting in our democracy and
its status as a fundamental right. This requires it to be protected at all costs, and the agency
supports expanding the right to vote to as many people as possible. She notes this bill as a
measure to provide a technical improvement to protecting voters from inappropriate
interference form campaign official and candidates when voting.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Maria Brown

Ms. Brown is opposed to the bill. She argues broad opposition and firmly expresses
frustration with election integrity.

Tina Gram

Ms. Gram is opposed to the bill, arguing that curbside voting is a method of stealing elections
and voting fraud. She believes there should be federal oversight over the committee at large.

Bill Korner

Mr. Korner is opposed to the bill, vocalizing that this is illegal and will lead to more fraud. He
claims that curbside voting helps the establishment and silences conservative voters.

Richard Murray

Mr. Murray is opposed to the bill, arguing that it is unconstitutional in nature and gives
"preferred treatment to one 'protected’ class." He points out the lack of a curbside voting
mandates across the country and feels that it would be fair and equitable if that happened.

Reported by: Patrick Riley Date: 3/31/2025
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