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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Environment Committee

REASONS FOR BILL:

It adds clarifying language on DEEP's ability to identify state-owned surplus properties that
may be suitable candidates for renewable energy generation and furthers Deep's efforts to
reduce costs and expand renewable energy in Connecticut.

Substitute Language LCO 6803 Removes a specification that the siting must be for
renewable energy facilities for the purpose of serving existing or proposed state facilities

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Katie S. Dykes Commissioner, CT Department of Energy & Environmental Protection
This bill aligns Connecticut General Statutes Section 4b-21 with Section 4b-47 which
establishes a process for reviewing proposed transfers of state land. Section 4b-47 requires
agencies to provide public notice, posted in the Environmental Monitor, of most proposed
sales and transfers of state-owned lands. Section 4b-47 allows DEEP and other agencies,
along with the public, to comment on any such proposed transfer. This amendment to 4b-21
will clarify DEEP's ability to comment on proposed surplusage decisions before there is an
anticipated transfer. DEEP recommends language change on lines 13-14 to give DEEP
flexibility on how to deploy renewable energy systems and which incentive program to
participate in.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Jean Linville and Jamie Slaker




Ms. Linville and Ms. Slaker sent in testimony stating they support land use bills.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

John Brewery, Trout Unlimited

Mr. Brewery opposes SB1495 because as its written is opens the door for multiple
designation of new properties to include use as potential for renewable energy siting
locations. It could be used to take DEEP open space and turn it into power stations. He
suggests a change in language to only allow a single designation and not multiple
designations.

Maggie Favretti, Alliance for the Mystic River Watershed

The Alliance for the Mystic River Watershed believes that if the State determines that it is not
using the land, the original inhabitants (Tribal Nations) be offered the land since it was taken
away from them during colonial times.
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