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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Human Services Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
This bill establishes a task force to develop a plan on how best to use DDS's regional center. 
The increasing need for care for citizens with disabilities of our state requires us to look at 
every approach we must address this crisis. Reviewing the role of the regional centers is one 
way to address this need for care in the least restrictive environment and with integration into 
the community where possible. 
 
SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE: 
 
The requirement to open regional center to new applicants was replaced with the creation of 
a task force to develop a strategic plan for regional centers. The title of the bill was changed. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
CT Department of Social Services (DSS), Commissioner, Andrea Barton Reeves: supports 
the intent of the bill by improving access to services and is open to working with DDS but 
expresses concern that the bill would significantly expand services and increase costs not 
accounted for in the Governor’s budget. Overall, they cannot support the legislation in its 
current form. 
 
CT Department of Developmental Services (DDS), Commissioner, Santina Douglas: opposes 
this bill because it would require a significant expansion of services and staffing at the DDS 
Regional Centers, which is not accounted for in the Governor’s budget. Additionally, these 
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centers are intended for individuals who meet a federally defined institutional level of care 
and opening them to new applicants would conflict with their current use and funding 
structure. 
 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Home and School Association of the Southbury Training School, John Hirschauer, President: 
supports this bill as it makes clear that families and those with disabilities know best about 
their care. And that folks with complex needs often are denied access to the states regional 
center. They add that this bill would give meaningful choices about where those with 
disabilities can receive care. 
 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
CT Community Nonprofit Alliance, Ben Shaiken, Director of Government Relations: opposes 
this bill because it would reverse progress made toward integrating people with disabilities 
into the community by reopening outdated institutional settings that don't meet modern 
standards of care. They instead advocate for increased investment in the community-based 
system. 
 
Disability Rights Connecticut, Santina Douglas, Interim Executive Director: opposes this bill 
as it calls for opening regional centers to new applicants and they argue allocating resources 
to this is not the answer. They add that this returns us to the segregation and 
institutionalization of folks with intellectual disabilities. They also say that increasing 
admissions to regional centers runs against the intent of the STEP program.  
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