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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Human Services Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
Due to the changing demographics of Connecticut aging population, there is need to explore 
effective, less expensive memory care services. The increase demand for memory care is 
expected to escalate into the future. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
 
Department of Social Services (DSS), Andrea Barton Reeves, Commissioner: testifies DSS 
would face challenges developing a pilot program as you are requiring in this bill. Targeted 
catchment areas prohibit Medicaid funds and DDS would then need grant funds. The 
community memory care services and resources are important it would better if DDS studied 
this issue prior to piloting. We currently work with the UConn Center on Aging exploring 
barriers to community success along with nursing facilities and individuals living with 
dementia. We work with MFP (Money follows the Person) programs and the focus groups, 
surveys, professionals, and informal caregivers involved with the program. The research from 
this study will allow us to provide more recommendations to the Human Services Committee. 
We request you amend the bill to require the Department conduct a feasibility study and 
report to the legislature by January 31, 2026. 
 
Connecticut Department of Aging and Disability Services, Mairead Painter, State Long-Term 
Ombudsman: this bill is both appropriate and necessary to ensure individuals living with 
memory-related conditions receive the services and protections they deserve and will prepare 
the system for increases in demand into the future. Many with memory related conditions 
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wish to remain in their community as long as possible and providing the option of a 
specialized familiar environment will enhance the quality of life for individuals with cognitive 
decline. Research demonstrates that early intervention and engagement along with social 
and physical actives can help slow the disease progressions therefore delaying the need for 
higher levels of care including hospitalizations or placement in LTC. We encourage the 
committee to consider the long-term impact of this program and the potential for expansion 
across the state.   
 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Community Renewal Team, Heidi Lubetkin, Vice President, Clinical and Senior Services: 
CRT serves Hartford and Middlesex Counties and operates the Retreat Assisted Living 
Facility in Hartford. This is the first of its kind in Connecticut and has been operating for over 
20 years. The retreat offers a mix of studio and one bedroom with private baths, 24-hour 
emergency and onsite medical care for over 100 apartments. We are looking to develop a 
model for assisted living services specifically tailored for dementia or memory impairment.  
Connecticut is an aging state without enough facilities and no option for low-income residents 
for subsidized assisted living services. The Retreat is ideal for the pilot suggested in this bill.  
We can offer 20 apartments specifically designed to support individuals rather than relocating 
to a costly nursing care facility. We have all the trained staff, spaces, security, and a 
controlled environment at the Retreat. This is vital legislation in the preliminary stages, but 
the working group will define the details. 
 
Connecticut Alzheimer's Association, Christy Kovel, Director of Public Policy: Approximately 
80,000 Connecticut residents are living with Alzheimer's Disease or other forms of dementia. 
With 128,000 caregivers and 83% providing help to older adults in the United States, most 
caregivers are family members, friends, or unpaid caregivers and nearly half help someone 
living with Alzheimer's or another dementia. It can be challenging finding an environment for 
Alzheimer's with specialized care and programming around their unique needs, abilities, and 
interests. Home and community-based services offer numerous benefits and can enhance 
the quality of life for those living with dementia. We would be pleased to be part the working 
group of this program. 
 
LeadingAge Connecticut, Mag, Morelli, President: We strongly support this bill and the 
concept of piloting a memory care program with an affordable assisted living site. Memory 
care is needed as an individual ages, but the option is not always available in subsidized 
assisted living. The Retreat is one of the state's four assisted living demonstration sites and 
they are over 20 years old. We need to be thinking about progressive changes to allow 
residents to remain and receive memory care programming in the type of physical structure 
needed. 
 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
None Expressed 
 
Reported by:   Pamela Bianca Date: April 8, 2025 
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