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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Government Oversight Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill allows online platforms that collect contributions and transmits them to a campaign
committee to offer recommendations to both parties, provided, the online platform's
contributor certification has been approved by the SEEC, and the platform complies with all
requirements of campaign financing laws. The online platforms are prohibited from collecting
recurring contributions without the consent of the contributor. Passive actions or inactions
such as failure to uncheck a prechecked box authorizing an automatically recurring
contribution does not qualify as affirmative consent. This bill removes voluntary payments
made to online platforms used for operational purposes from the definitions of “expenditure”
and “contribution”. The bill requires SEEC to hire an additional four full-time investigators and
two full-time staff attorneys as investigatory personnel. Additionally, this bill brings eligible
voter districts under the investigatory duties of SEEC. This section defines voter districts as
any fire district, sewer district, fire and sewer district, lighting district, village, beach or
improvement district or association, except for a school district. This section also makes
some conforming changes.



RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

John Santanella: CT General Assembly, State Representative 58th District:

Supports this bill for its proposal to bring quasi government entities under the jurisdiction and
oversight of SEEC and other State agencies, including the Office of the Chief States
Attorney. This would protect the integrity of the CEP by closing a loophole that allows for
these entities to operate free of oversight.

Josh Foley: Staff Attorney, CT State Elections Enforcement Commission:

Opposes this bill because it could allow for corporations and Al Algorithms to solicit for CEP
candidates, which undermines the point of the program, being that candidates and their
committees themselves must do the fundraising.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:
None expressed.
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Pamela Klem: Campaign Finance Specialist, CT League of Women Voters:

Opposes this bill because it harms the integrity of the CEP program. It reduces the burden on
candidates to do their own fundraising and gives a leg up to candidates with better corporate
ties. It would also require that SEEC increase their resources to maintain proper oversight
which would cost taxpayers even more.
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Page 2 of 2 SB-1406


https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/gosdata/TMY/2025SB-01406-R000306-Santanella,%20John,%20State%20Representative-Connecticut%20General%20Assembly-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/gosdata/TMY/2025SB-01406-R000306-Foley,%20Joshua,%20Staff%20Attorney-SEEC-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/gosdata/TMY/2025SB-01406-R000306-Klem,%20Pamela,%20Campaign%20Finance%20Specialist-CT%20League%20of%20Women%20Voters-Opposes-TMY.PDF

