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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
General Law Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
Raised Bill 1355 makes three main changes to statutes regarding prescription drugs: 

(1) In response to perceived uncertainty at the federal level, it ensures that Connecticut 
compounding pharmacies can produce contraceptive and other medications 
containing mifepristone, misoprostol, levonorgestrel, and similar active ingredients. It 
also allows the Department of Consumer Protection (DCP) or other designated 
partners to import these drugs. 

(2) Previous legislation has required DCP to disclose the names of drug sales 
representatives on their website. This requirement has been presenting safety 
concerns for these drug reps, so the raised bill removes it from relevant statutes. 

(3) Based on concerns raised by veterinarians, it allows veterinary technicians working 
under the direct supervision of a veterinarian to dispense prescription drugs. 

 
SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE: 
Proposed Substitute Bill 1355 largely preserves the changes made in the raised bill and 
makes additional changes: 

(1) It incorporates feedback regarding Raised Bill 1355's drug compounding and 
importation language and makes various fixes. 

(2) It requires drug and medical device manufacturers to attest that they will not knowingly 
sell their products for the purposes of carrying out the death penalty. 

(3) It makes technical fixes to statutes that have unintentionally been causing some 
municipalities to remove naloxone boxes. 

 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
Bryan Cafferelli, Commissioner, Department of Consumer Protection (DCP) provided 
comment on Raised Bill 1355. While DCP appreciates the intent of the compounding and 
importation language, the department raises concerns about potential conflicts with FDA 
regulations. In addition, Commissioner Cafferelli notes that DCP is not authorized to import 

https://cga.ct.gov/2025/gldata/TMY/2025SB-01355-R000226-Cafferelli,%20Bryan,%20Commissioner-DCP--TMY.PDF


Page 2 of 2   SB-1355 

prescription drugs and that drug imports are subject to federal regulations. He states that 
DCP would need additional resources in order to implement these provisions. DCP is also 
engaged in regarding veterinary medicine and prescription dispensing with relevant 
stakeholders. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Angel Melendez, Senior Director for Global Security, Pfizer testified in support of 
removing the requirement to disclose pharmaceutical sales representatives' names on DCP's 
website. While Pfizer is in favor of other reporting requirements instituted by Public Act 23-
171, the public posting of names of field sales reps is opening up these employees to threats 
and harassment. They believe that the fix proposed in SB 1355 will help ensure their 
colleagues' safety. 
 
Paul R. Pescatello, JD, PhD, Senior Counsel and Executive Director, Connecticut 
Bioscience Growth Council testified in support of removing the requirement to post 
pharmaceutical sales representatives' names on DCP's website. He echoes the points Pfizer 
raises regarding sales representatives' safety. 
 
Dr. Neil Marrinan, Connecticut Veterinary Medical Association (CVMA) testified in 
support of allowing veterinary technicians and other assistants to dispense medications. The 
proposed changes would ensure that Connecticut law aligns with what Dr. Marrinan 
describes as the day-to-day reality of a busy veterinary practice; he acknowledges that 
assistants have been counting and labeling medications for decades. Dr. Marrinan adds that 
CVMA members take their prescribing responsibilities very seriously, and CVMA agrees that 
the prescribing veterinarian should be responsible for any errors that may occur.  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
None expressed. 
 
Reported by:   Betsy Francolino Date: March 24, 2025 
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