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SPONSORS OF BILL:
Energy & Technology Committee

REASONS FOR BILL:

The demand for electric vehicle charging stations and heat pumps in the state of Connecticut
is increasing, but current electric vehicle infrastructure installation requirements can be costly
for municipalities. Electric vehicle charging can also strain the grid, creating high costs for
residents. This bill will eliminate certain requirements and incentives for the installation of
electric vehicle charging stations and heat pumps. This bill contains provisions that will grant
the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority (PURA) the ability to regulate public service
companies in the state while also explicitly prohibiting programs that may incentivize the
installation of electrical vehicle charging stations. This bill will also repeal requirements for
new schools being constructed to include level two electrical vehicle charging station. This is
important because it will reduce costs for new school construction projects greatly, which will
provide relief to taxpayers. The bill will introduce new eligibility criteria for customers who are
replacing heating system, requiring timely utility payments to be made and act in compliance
with federal Energy Star standards for any replacement of furnaces of boilers, which is
important to ensure the safety for residents in their home.

SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:

The substitute language on this bill are amendments to section 32-286 that act to prohibit tax
incentives for data centers that are connected behind-the-meter to an electricity supplier
unless that electricity supplier provides for an increase in electricity generation to meet all the
usage of the data center.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:



Katie Dykes, Commissioner of the Department of Environmental and Energy Protection
(DEEP): DEEP opposes SB-1353 as its currently written because it will eliminate and
weaken many energy efficiency incentive programs throughout the state. This bill will remove
many incentives to support the deployment of electrical vehicle charging infrastructure, it will
weaken Connecticut's Hydrogen and Electric Automobile Purchase Rebate (CHEAPR)
program, and it will eliminate electrical vehicle and charger eligibility in already existing
programs. It will remove the statute that governs Connecticut's community environmental
benefit agreements (CEBAS) for DEEP which promotes efforts in EJ communities. This bill
would undermine consumer choice with electrical vehicles. This would eliminate the CHEAPR
program that has helped many residents lease or purchase electric vehicles. This will would
weaken programs that are designed to provide equitable access to heat pumps which are
critical energy cost saving technologies. This bill would also undermine Connecticut's
adoption and utilization of clean school buses, this will imperil millions of dollars or federal
funding and threaten important efforts to reduce aur pollution. Air pollution reduction
programs seek to protect children from being exposed to diesel exhaust which has significant
health impact, which include asthma attacks, lung disease, and cancer children being
extremely vulnerable. This will undermine Connecticut's goals for the state's air quality to
protect the health of residents, reduce energy costs for residents, and support the equitable
access to technologies that are being demanded in growing numbers.

Claire E. Coleman, The Office of the Consumer Council (OCC): OCC opposes parts of
SB-1353 and proposes comments and alternatives to the bill. Electric vehicle adoption results
in an increased load, meaning that utilities gain a new source of revenue from electric vehicle
drivers who are paying for electricity when they are charging their vehicles. This can provide
direct benefits to the electric grid while also fixing infrastructure costs in a great volume of
electricity sales, which reduces electric rates. PURA's managed charging program reduces
demand for Connecticut's electrical grid, and which then imposes upward rate pressures in
the form of depreciation expense, cost of capital, and tax expense. If this occurs, then
precautions need to be taken to manage the increased load. If the managed vehicle charging
program by PURA is eliminated, there needs to be grid scale capital investments that can be
controlled, which are eliminated in the bill. OCC opposes the elimination of PURA's oversight
of electrical vehicle charging programs and the related costs without the assurance that the
incremental electric vehicle demands will be addressed in an alternate form.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Kristin Foster: Ms. Foster supports SB-1353 because she was able to afford heat pumps in
her electrically powered home, which has saved her money. There is hope that a new
generation of heat pumps is coming and there is support for their deployment in the waiting
period for those who seek to have more energy efficient homes.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Kevin Banach: Mr. Banach opposes SB-1353 because it will hinder energy efficiency and
electrification which will create problems when protecting public health, clean air, and the
promotion of energy affordability in the state. It will create barriers for electrification programs
and eliminate and other support for the transition to electric vehicles and heat pumps. The bill
will slow the expansion of electric vehicle charging. It will affect electric vehicle infrastructure
in the state, especially hitting the underserved communities. It will limit access for
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homeowners and businesses to energy efficient heat pumps, rather encouraging them to rely
on more expensive and pollutant options.

Alison Zyla: Ms. Zyla opposes SB-1353 because it will create challenges to energy
efficiency and electrification programs which will create problems when protecting public
health, clean air, and the promotion of energy affordability in the state. It will effectively
eliminate incentives and other supports for the transition to electric vehicles and heat pumps.
The expansion of electric vehicle charging infrastructure in the state, especially in
underserved communities, will slow. Homeowners and businesses will have limited access to
energy efficient heat pumps, turning them in the direction of using more expensive and
polluting options.

Bernard Pelletier: Mr.Pelletier opposes SB-1353 because it will stop the support for
electrical vehicle charging equipment. This infrastructure is essential for the region, enabling
residents to charge their vehicles and support travelers. If Connecticut lowers its charging
network, it will lower visitors and commerce that come from electrical vehicle drivers from out
of state.

Davida Crabtree, Leader in Third Act CT: Third Act CT opposes SB-1353 because it would
create unnecessary barriers to the proper electrification that is essential to protect public
health, clean air, and energy affordability. There will be the elimination of incentives and
support for the transition to heat pumps and electrical vehicles. Third Act CT believes that
Connecticut needs to ramp up electrification, but this will put the state in the opposite
direction. It will limit ratepayers access to energy efficient heat pumps and encourage them to
rely on more expensive and pollutant options. This will slow the expansion of electrical
vehicles, especially in underserved communities.

Tom Swan, Executive Director of the Connecticut Citizen Action Group (CCAG): CCAG
opposes SB-1353 because heat pumps and electric vehicles are essential for Connecticut's
energy future. This bill will frame them as being subsidies without recognizing how the state
subsidizes fossil fuels and allow them to externalize costs.

Charles J. Rothenberger, Director of Government Relations at Save the Sound: Save
the Sound opposes SB-1353 because it would not allow the Public Utilities Regulatory
Authority to establish any program that would require or provide incentive for installing an
electric vehicle charging station. There would be an elimination of heat pumps from the
furnace and any boiler replacement program from the energy efficiency retrofit program. This
bill is in direct opposition with the recognized need to expand electrical vehicle charging
infrastructure in the state, particularly in the underserved communities. This bill will also limit
access for homeowners and business to accessing energy efficient heat pumps as
replacements, or in conjunction with, fossil fuel heating system, turning them to become
reliant on more expensive and polluting options.

Chris Phelps, State Director of Environment Connecticut: Environment Connecticut
opposes SB-1353 because the passage of the bill would increase energy costs, raise electric
rates, greatly reduce a consumer chouse and limit energy freedom for residents in
Connecticut. This bill would prevent the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority (PURA) to
reduce ratepayers' costs for electric vehicle charging demand and implementing a managed
charging program for electric vehicles in the state. It will repeal laws that promote the
construction of publicly available electric vehicle charging stations. Funding for the
Connecticut Hydrogen and Electric Automobile Purchase Rebate (CHAPR) would be cut. The
heating and cooling costs for Connecticut families and businesses would rise with the
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elimination of programs that support the installation of money saving heat pump systems.
This bill will limit the ability for residents and businesses to choose to purchase an electric
vehicle or heat pump heating and cooling system, increase electric system costs and rates by
preventing effective management of electrical vehicle charging load, and take money from
the pockets of drivers and homeowners by blocking their ability to switch to electric cars and
trucks or heat pump systems.

Cary Lynch, Climate and Energy Policy manager at The nature Conservancy in
Connecticut: The Nature Conservancy in Connecticut opposes SB-1353 because it will
eliminate requires and incentives for the installation of electric vehicle charging infrastructure
and heat pumps. This bill will remove heat pump subsidies they are an energy-efficient
alternative to the traditional heating and cooling systems, heat pumps help reduce energy
consumption in a home which results in lower utility bills and a smaller carbon footprint. Heat
pumps offer lower energy rates, clean and safe airs, less emissions, and a resilient grid.
Public funding is essential for Connecticut to reach it's zero emission goal, electric vehicles
promote this goal. This bill will remove subsidies for electrical vehicle charging stations,
electric vehicles greatly reduce harmful emissions and improve air quality.

Kendall Keelen, Associate Attorney at the Connecticut Conservation Law Foundation:
The Connecticut Conservation Law Foundation opposes SB-1353 because it will disqualify
electric vehicles charging facilities and heat pump infrastructure from many state grant
funding programs and eliminate ongoing successful programs that are meant to support the
transition to electrician in the state. This bill will prohibit the Public Utilities Regulatory
Authority from establishing similar future programs what contain electric vehicle charging
infrastructure. This bill actively targets programs and incentives that increase the access to
emission-reducing electric vehicles and heat pumps and the infrastructure of both in favor of
transportation fleets and fossil fuel reliant home heating systems. Electric vehicles and heat
pumps need to have equitable access in Connecticut especially in those communities that
are disadvantaged.

Ashen Harper, Fridays for Future Stamford — Youth Climate Justice Organization:
Fridays for Future Stamford opposes SB-1353 because it will remove provisions that allow
non energy efficient boilers and furnaces to be replaced by heat pumps. It will remove
programs for electrical vehicle charging. Heat pumps are more energy efficient, less
expensive, and actively reduce greenhouse gas emissions, they are the energy of the future,
and this aims to bring the state backward. Managed charging for electrical vehicles attempts
to keep electrical vehicles from charging during peak energy use hours, which reduce strain
on the grid while regulating energy efficiency.

Samantha Dynowski, State Director of Sierra Club Connecticut: The Sierra Club of
Connecticut opposes SB-1353 because this bill will disallow electric vehicle charging
programs that have previously been authorized by the Connecticut General Assembly at
PURA and DEEP and disallow the replacement of fossil fuel furnaces with heat pumps and
loan programs. Electric vehicles and heat pumps are playing a critical role in reducing
pollution that harms public health and reducing climate change. They bring greater energy
efficiency, reduced indoor and outdoor air pollution and lower operating costs. The managed
charging program developed by PURA reduced electric vehicles from charging at peak
energy use hours, rather encouraging the charging during time where there is not an excess
load on the grid, resulting in lowering energy use. Heat pumps always reduce energy needed,
create a reduce in gas use which reduced capacity constraints of existing electricity
generations and are more efficient than the fossil fuel or electric resistance alternatives. This

Page 4 of 6 SB-1353


https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/etdata/TMY/2025SB-01353-R000227-Lynch,%20Cary-The%20Nature%20Conservancy-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/etdata/TMY/2025SB-01353-R000227-Lynch,%20Cary-The%20Nature%20Conservancy-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/etdata/TMY/2025SB-01353-R000227-Keelen,%20Kendall,%20Associate%20Attorney-Conservation%20Law%20Foundation-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/etdata/TMY/2025SB-01353-R000227-Harper,%20Ashen-Fridays%20for%20Future%20Stamford-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/etdata/TMY/2025SB-01353-R000227-Dynowski,%20Samantha,%20State%20Director-Sierra%20Club%20Connecticut-Opposes-TMY.PDF

bill will limit the state from developing and supporting heat pump and electric vehicle charging
programs.

The following provided opposition for SB-1353:

Sandra Tosi, Irene Skrybailo, Jennifer Kleindienst, Shirley McCarthy Professor at Yale
Medicine, Iwin Krieger, Sharon Huttner, Theodore Herman, Nina Gero, Raphael Elkind, Katie
Digianantonia Chair of DWA Indivisible, Susan Cote-DeMilia, Bradford Czepiel, Benjamin
Candea, Stephen Simon PhD, Anonymous, Anonymous.

GENERAL COMMENTS:

Doug Horton Vice President of Distribution Rates and Regulatory Requirements, Kevin
Boughan Manager of Research and Business Development, Sean Tully Manager of
Enerqgy Efficiency, Eversource Energy: Eversource Energy general comments on SB-1353
are they take no position on the funding of the sources for the public policy initiatives that are
described in the bill, but there is importance in pointing out that the increasing demand for
electricity resulting from the increasing use of electric vehicles and electric heat pumps and
other technology requires substantial upgrades to the electric grid for which customers of
electric distribution company (EDC) will pay. The Committee, Eversource and other
stakeholders need to collaborate to ensure that this distribution of infrastructure costs doesn't
overwhelm the already challenging and costly system, there also needs to be an
understanding of the costs it takes to upgrade and maintain the electric grid, which are large,
fixed costs that change overtime as infrastructure investments are made and as operation
and maintenance practices and associated costs change over time. The cost of electric bills
for those who don't use electric vehicles, heat pumps or other electric intensive technologies
needs to be moderated as the number of electric customers increase with the increasing
amount of electric technologies. In this bill "section 4 of this bill would amend subsection (k),
subdivision (3) of CGS section 16- 243v. CGS section 16-243v established the Residential
Furnace or Boiler Replacement and Propane Fuel Tank Purchase Program. Pursuant to
subsection (k), subdivision (2) of CGS section 16-243v, this program expired at the end of
2024. Both EDC’s (Eversource and Avangrid) ended new loans under this program at the end
2024."

Lillian Brough, Associate Director of Efficiency For All: Efficiency For All's general
comments on SB-1353 were that the companies purpose is to inform the state and the
decision makers on the importance of creating both a clear and renewed focus on demand
reduction plans. Heat pumps use electricity that is taken from power plants that operation
every single day which leads to air and water pollution and increases costs of energy bills.
Albert from Windsor said that the heat pump would lower costs, but it didn't help his rates or
temperature in the house, after Energy Efficiency insulated his attic, his problems were
rectified, and he was able to use the heat pump as normal. Ryan Brough from Granby, after
Home Energy Solution came and completed an energy assessment. Rooms were air sealed
and livable again, once a heat pump was installed the temperature issues in the house were
fixed. Increased stable and proper support is needed for C&L funding, policy needs to be
made to invest in residential thermal boundary upgrades and BPI-guided air sealing, which
results in lower hear loss and energy demand.

Reported by: Ciara Smith Date: 03/28/2025
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