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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Planning and Development Committee  
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
This bill seeks to establish a process by which government employees are classified within a 
merit-based system that identifies is exemptions from certain requirements and ensures that 
all appointments follow the rules of the civil service system. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
None Expressed 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF COMMENTS: 
 
Francis Pickering, Executive Director, WestCOG, offered testimony commenting on the bill.  
He recommends rephrasing the bill to protect employees from federal overreach.  He states 
that the Committee should consider amending the bill to include language on sections 
Presumption of Constructive Discharge, Whistleblower Protections, Safeguarding Local 
Hiring, Prohibition on Federally Imposed Employment Background Screening Based on 
Political Affiliation, and Ensuring Local Control Over Emergency and Public Safety Services. 
 
Kirk Carr, Treasurer, CT169Strong, offered testimony commenting on the bill.  He states that 
the Committee to exercise extreme vigilance and are highly susceptible to last-minute 
hijacking through "dummy," "rat," "parasite," and "camouflage" amendments.  He argues 
about the lessons of hijacking SB 998 in 2023 and why the bills he listed in the testimony are 
vulnerable.  He also states that by amending hiring policies, this bill could be used to impose 
DEI hiring quotas or weaken municipal control over workforce management.                
 

https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/pddata/TMY/2025SB-01341-R000224-Pickering,%20Francis,%20Executive%20Director-WestCOG--TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/pddata/TMY/2025SB-01341-R000224-Carr,%20Kirk,%20Treasurer-CT169Strong--TMY.PDF
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NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
Debbie Esposito, Taxpayer, offered testimony opposing this bill, stating that a change in the 
bill language from a one word or a two-word change would mean that Committee intends to 
change the bill in its entirety on the floor of the House and Senate.  She argued that this is a 
"dummy bill" and is intentionally opaque to avoid controversial discussions with the public 
about an issue.   
 
Kim Yannon, offered testimony opposing the bill.  She states that SB 1341 is a "dummy bill". 
 
Jerry Cincotta, offered testimony opposing the bill.  He states that a change in the bill 
language from a one word or a two-word change would mean that Committee intends to 
change the bill in its entirety on the floor of the House and Senate.  He argues that better 
policy can be developed when everyone in CGA can see, read and understand proposed 
legislation.   
 
John Hair, offered testimony opposing the bill.  He states that SB 1341 is a "dummy bill" and 
objects to the place holder process. 
 
Melanie Main, offered testimony opposing the bill.  She states that a change in the bill 
language from a one word or a two-word change would mean that Committee intends to 
change the bill in its entirety on the floor of the House and Senate.  She argues that SB 1341 
is a "dummy bill" and is intentionally opaque to avoid controversial discussions with the public 
about an issue.   
 
Maria Weingarten, Co-Founder, CT169Strong, offered testimony opposing the bill.    
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