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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Education Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
This bill requires the Department of Education to conduct a comprehensive study on the state 
of schools in Connecticut. The study aims to inform future policy decisions, enhance resource 
allocation, and ensure that all students have access to a high-quality education. The findings 
from the study will be submitted to the General Assembly to guide legislative action and 
inform future educational reforms. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
Charlene Russell-Tucker, Commissioner, Department of Education: provided testimony on 
the bill, describing it as a placeholder. She further emphasized that the Department of 
Education would require additional resources, not currently allocated in the budget, to 
conduct studies on the state of schools and public education in Connecticut. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Taneta McCaw, Resident, Plantsville: Supports this bill, citing her son's positive experience in 
a magnet school. She emphasized the importance of diversity and a sense of community, 
which she believes are crucial for her son's development. She urged lawmakers to pass the 
bill and maintain funding for students to attend magnet schools. 
 
Donovan Doviak: Supports this bill, expressing his appreciation for teaching at the school he 
once attended. He stated that the school feels like home and that giving back to the 
community is a privilege. He also expressed gratitude for the opportunity to inspire the next 
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generation. He emphasized that magnet school funding provides students with opportunities 
to explore various life paths and urged lawmakers to support the bill. 
 
William Erb: Supports this bill, explaining why he chose to attend a magnet school and how it 
provided opportunities he wouldn't have had elsewhere. He stated that without sustainable 
funding, magnet schools would face fewer resources, fewer programs, and limited 
opportunities for students to succeed. He urged lawmakers to support the bill. 
 
Anonymous: Supports this bill, suggesting that the Department of Education conduct a study 
on how many students feel they need more help but cannot access it. They shared data on 
schools where students are missing work and emphasized that adding a once-a-month flex 
block, or even just 30 minutes, could be highly beneficial for struggling students. This would 
provide designated time for both teachers and students to receive the help they need. They 
urged lawmakers to support the bill. 
 
Anonymous: Supports this bill, stating that schools should study mental health and find ways 
to help students who struggle with mental disorders. They shared firsthand experience of how 
eating disorders can destroy someone's life and referenced an article on eating disorders, 
noting that it is not being discussed enough. They urged lawmakers to support the bill. 
 
Anonymous: Supports this bill, sharing personal experience that some of the work assigned 
by teachers does not contribute to students' learning or mental health. They referenced a 
study by the Health Information and Research Division at Statistics Canada on students who 
participate in at least one extracurricular activity. They also pointed out that many students 
rely on energy drinks to cope with late nights, despite the risks, including the potential for 
seizures, which could be fatal. They believe that homework should consist of quality 
assignments that truly enhance learning and urged lawmakers to support the bill. 
 
Anonymous: Supports the bill, citing personal experiences when participating in track and 
receiving old shoes due to the school’s lack of funding for new ones. They encountered the 
same issue in fencing, where funding was prioritized for other sports, like football. They 
referenced a study from the American University School of Education and highlighted funding 
practices that have led to significant improvements in student achievement. They urged 
lawmakers to support the bill, as it would ensure equitable funding for all sports teams in 
schools 
 
Debra Dagon, Grandma: supports the bill stating her grandson has dyslexia and can use all 
the help they can get. 
 
Raegan Stam: Supports this bill, stating that more studies need to be conducted in schools. 
They cited a personal experience with a sibling who is dyslexic, explaining how she struggled 
through multiple teachers before finding one who was effective in supporting her. They noted 
that the school fails to follow her accommodations or claims she no longer needs them, 
despite still requiring them. They listed examples of dyslexia and questioned why schools 
cannot recognize students with learning disabilities.  
 
Skylar Botts: Supports the bill, stating that the Department of Education should study school 
start times for public schools. They explained that they are often up for hours doing 

https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01287-R000219-Erb,%20William--TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01287-R010219-anonymous,%20anonymous-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01287-R020219-anonymous,%20anonymous-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01287-R000219-Anonymous,%20Anonymous-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01287-R000219-Anoymous,%20Anoymous-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01287-R000219-Dagon,%20Debra,%20Grandmother-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01287-R000219-Stam,%20Raegan-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01287-R000219-Botts,%20Skylar-Supports-TMY.PDF


Page 3 of 3   SB-1287 

homework and studying, which negatively impacts the amount of sleep they get each day. 
They referenced studies on how much sleep students typically get. 
 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
Jessica Dobbin: Opposes the bill, stating that it is detrimental to students with special needs 
and their families. 
 
Anonymous:  Opposes the bill, stating that closing schools would harm families. 
 
Anonymous, Bridgeport Education: Opposes the bill, stating that spending less time on 
computers will benefit students. Urges support for Bridgeport.  
 
 
 
Reported by: Matthew Domejczyk, Assistant Clerk   Date: 4/3/25 
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