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SPONSORS OF BILL:
Government Administration and Elections Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

There are growing concerns that due to the politically charged nature of some research at
higher education institutions, individuals opposed to said research may try to weaponize
FOIA records to target and harasses researchers. This bill would seek to give tools to the
higher education institutions to protect faculty from malicious interference that is similarly
found in other states.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Colleen Murphy, Executive Director, General Council, FOl commission:

The bill seeks a wide range of exemptions that we oppose. Many of the exemptions are overly
broad and unnecessary. Exempting disclosure of professors and staff records from research
or teaching prohibits access to internal records. Providing access to public records should be
a primary duty of all university faculty, staff and public employees. The FOI Act already has
exemptions for records and their disclosures. We are aware of only two cases that challenge
the denial of disclosure records. | have noted them in my testimony.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Michael Bailey, Executive Director, UConn-AAUP
UConn-AAUP supports open record laws. These open records requests can be used to
interfere with politically charged scientific research. We are now faced with more threats of




intimidation and harassment through requests for UConn communications as it pertains to
sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression. We have included recent request
we have received in our testimony. We support the bill to give us the necessary tools to
immediately deny malicious requests and protect our facility.

Seth Freeman, President, Congress of Connecticut Community Colleges:

The bill exempts certain propriety records from disclosure under the FOI Act. This safeguards
academic freedom and protects faculty and researchers from undue harassment. Without this
legislative Connecticut risks losing talented educators and researchers as well as the grants
they secure. Protect Connecticut faculty, staff and researchers from unnecessary obstructive.
burdens.

Lauren Kurtz, Executive Director of the climate Science Legal defense Fund:

Open record laws have a role in government transparency but in higher education they can be
exploited to harass and intimidate scientists and academics. We have assisted dozens of
climate and environment researchers who have been targeted via open records laws. This bill
is similar to those in New Jersey, Georgia, Virginia and South Carolina that have been
successful for many years. The public's interest in protecting academic research records
outweighs the benefit from releasing them.

Dr. Alania Brenck, Associate Professor, Human Development and Family Science,
UCONN:

Being a professor is very fulling. Last year my colleagues and | received FOIA requests for our
grants from the science Foundations Advance Program to address gender equality. The
program has since been deleted from the NSF website. Submitting FOIA requests to individual
faculty is a calculated effort to intimidate and monopolize our time. We can no longer ignore
the FOIA weaponized request. We need to protect the true intention of the freedom of
information act and the safety of our citizens.

Jessica S. Rubin, UCONN School of Law:

The spirit of the bill as drafted is appreciated. We need to protect certain research and teaching
records. Animal experimentation carries strong public interest and ethical concerns that this
bill should have an exemption. The bill needs to carve out records of research or teaching
involving animals. Without this amendment the bill does not resect the public's legitimate
interest in animal related information.

Sachin Pandya, Professor of Law, University of Connecticut:

Public University faculty face high legal uncertainty when it comes to FOI coverage. It is hard
to know how best to reduce the risk of FOI harassment to themselves and their classroom
instruction, research teams, and non-university partners in public-private research
collaborations. Included in my testimony are many teaching and research related items of
information and key provisions cited by the FOI commission and other opponents.

Isaac Kamola, Professor, Trinity College:

The bill reduces the threat to Connecticut public university facility. Weaponized FOI requests
by activists disrupt and discourage research to advance their political agendas. | have started
a program to reach out to the faculty members accused of liberal bias by outlets in the right-
wing media ecosystem. | have spoken to more than 900 faculty members. FOI requests are
being used by political activists to discredit academic research especially in climate science.
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Ted Loewenthal:

The Freedom of Information Act was not intended as a means of intimidation and harassment
of legitimate research. There is a distinction between scrutiny of government officials on one
hand and academics on the other.

Julia Slavin:

| support the right of the public to access information of the government but is imperative that
members of the academic and scientific communities feel they can pursue academic research
with out fear of being potential targets by those who may not agree, support or want their
research coming to light.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Jeffery Daniels, Co-Chair, Legislative Committee, Connecticut council on Freedom of
Information:

As an advocate for government transparency, accountability and enforcement of FOI laws we
strongly oppose this bill. This bill is not new, and it establishes a near-blanket exemption from
nearly all information by any institution of higher education in Connecticut. Included in my
testimony are information that likely will be masked from public, press, legislative and
executive branches should the bill pass.

Annie Hornish, Ct. Senior State Director, Humane World for Animals:

This legislation prevents Connecticut resident from accessing certain information at taxpayer
funded public institutions of higher education in Connecticut. State funded research and
testing facilities have a responsibility to ensure that their funda are being spent on science
that eliminates unnecessary animal use. The public cares about animal research and testing.
Most Americans support legislation to disclose information about the use of animals in their
state. Virginia and Oregon have recently passed increase transparency laws for their public
institutions of higher education use of animals in research.

Michael Ryan:

As a former media executive and parent of college students, | am familiar with the challenges
of balancing privacy with the public's right to know and the obfuscation of higher education.
This bill is contrary to the concepts of transparency, accountability, and the fundamental
principles of the Freedom of Information Act. The taxpayers of Connecticut are entitled to
know where their money is being spent. Case in point is Professor Sherry Zane as reported
bilked Connecticut taxpayers out of nearly $60,000 for personal use.

The following submitted testimony is opposition to the bill:
Linda Dalessio

David Maderios

Lee Sirotnak

Debbie Esposito
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Reported by: Pamela Bianca Date: March 4, 2025
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