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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Veterans' and Military Affairs Committee, requested by Connecticut Military Department 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
This bill shifts the establishment of state military awards from legislative action to executive 
action. This bill would allow the Adjutant General to establish and remove certain awards or 
ribbon for issuance to members of the armed forces of the state of Connecticut. By doing this, 
a more efficient and responsive system for recognizing military achievement at the state level 
can be achieved. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
CT Military Department, Office of the Adjutant General 
The testifiers state that their office supports this bill. They note that this bill will not affect 
existing state military awards in Title 27, but will align with the process of recognizing 
members of the U.S. Armed forces at the federal level – a process which is established by 
executive action. This will promote the Connecticut Military Department's objective to 
enhance efficient and dedication more resources to supporting the national guard while 
ensuring that soldiers and airmen receive the recognition they deserve for their service and 
contributions expeditiously. This testimony was provided by: 

• Major General Francis Evon, Adjutant General 

• Brigadier General Ralph Hedenberg, Assistant Adjutant General 

• Tucker Salls, Legislative and Communications Program Manager 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
National Guard Association of Connecticut 
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The testifiers state that their association supports this bill. They believe it will simplify the 
creation of state awards to adapt to evolving state needs. This testimony was provided by: 

• Katie Zarzycka, President 

• Daneil DePasquale, Vice President 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
None expressed 
 
 
Reported by:   Patrick Riley Date: 2/20/25 

 
 


