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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Judiciary Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
If the Office of the Claims Commissioner grants an award to a claimant, the Judiciary 
Committee and the General Assembly must review the decision of the Claims Commissioner. 
The wrongful incarceration claim of Richard Lapointe was sent to the Judiciary Committee for 
review with the annual submission of wrongful incarceration claims from the Office of the 
Claims Commissioner. This resolution confirms the Claims Commissioner’s order of 
immediate payment in the amount of $5,875,000.00 to Richard Lapointe for compensation 
regarding his claim against the state for wrongful incarceration. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
None expressed. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Amanda Wallwin, State Policy Advocate, Innocence Project:  She submitted testimony in 
support of the resolution.  She stated that they are grateful for the quick attention to the 
wrongful incarceration claims after passing SB 439 in 2024.   
 
W. James Cousins, Counsel for the Estate of Richard Lapointe:  He submitted testimony 
in support of the resolution, providing a summary of information regarding the timeline of the 
case. 
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NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
None expressed. 
 
 
Reported by:   Kirstin Breiner Date: April 24, 2025 
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