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SPONSORS OF BILL:
Judiciary Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

This was a Judiciary Committee contingency reserve bill to study the criminal laws in this
state.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Patrick Griffin, Chief States Attorney, Division of Criminal Justice: They testified in
support of this bill. 1t has been more than 55 years since a commission adopted a model
penal code so a working group to study the laws and procedures of the state are long
overdue. By having state criminal law experts have input into these commendable goals,
they will be more effectively and successfully achieved.

Deborah Del Prete Sullivan, Legal Counsel, Director, Office of Public Defender
Services (OCPD): They testified in support of this bill. They do request that the Chief Public
Defender be added to the membership of these groups as it will study the criminal law and
criminal procedures of this state. OCPD has substantial experience in the courts, and this
gives them a unique perspective.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Jess Zaccagnino, Policy Counsel, ACLU-CT: They testified in support of this bill with
amended language. It is important to review these laws and procedures, remove duplicates,
excessive, or outdated laws that no longer merit punishment. They asked for the language to
be amended to include formerly incarcerated people to be part of conducting these reviews.




People who have lived the experience will add incredible value to determining which laws
continue to serve the people of Connecticut and which can be phased out.

Annie Hornish, Connecticut State Director, Humane World for Animals: They testified in
support of this bill with an amendment. Sadly, the state and judicial system do not always
treat animal cruelty with the seriousness it deserves so they asked that there is
representation in the working group from the animal welfare community. They explained that
animal abuse is often an indicator of domestic abuse and other forms of violence.

DeAndre Brown, Executive Director, and Affiliate, Evolve Love & BLM860: They testified
in support of this bill. They believe these laws need to be studied and looked at for the
positives and the negatives they have on the public and incarcerated individuals.

Barbara Fair, LCSW, Stop Solitary CT: They testified in support of this bill. Connecticut is
long overdue in seriously reviewing the countless laws that have impacted the lives of those
around the state. Broadly written laws criminalize normal behavior; they need to have their
language tightened up.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

None expressed.
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