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SPONSORS OF BILL:
Judiciary Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill aims to allow tenants of halfway houses to avail themselves of summary process and
to provide that the state fully fund the operation of any halfway house that is in the process of
closing until each tenant has an alternate residential placement. Many municipalities around
Connecticut host several types of state-funded housing initiatives meant to help formerly
incarcerated persons with having a place to stay, including those with psychiatric difficulties
and developmental disabilities. However, there are times when there’s a lack of oversight
when the nonprofit organizations providing housing fail to fulfill their contractual obligations to
the community and the state. The same issue is true for those who are struggling with mental
health issues and behavioral health issues that are looking for a safe place to stay, and this
bill seeks to remediate these problems.

SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:

Strikes underlying bill and requires that residential facilities under contract with DOC, BoPP,
or DMHAS, have in the contract that no person residing in a facility may be discharged due to
the closure of a facility, unless such person is moved to a residential facility deemed to be
equivalent to the closing facility, or remain open until all persons are placed and pay any of
the costs incurred for such placement or for remaining open.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

None expressed.



NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Susan M. Johnson, Representative, Deputy Majority Leader, House of Representatives:
She testified in support of this bill, stating that she proposed this bill with a focus on halfway
houses but did not adequately address the complexities of these situations. She explained
that the reason she proposed the bill is due to the tragic story of nurse Joyce Grayson. The
house where the alleged murderer was living was run by a non-profit in Texas. The contract
between these non-profits and the Department of Corrections states that residents will be
closely monitored, however this wasn't properly followed and ended in the death of Nurse
Grayson. The second reason she proposed the bill because of the Perception Program,
which supports formerly justice involved drug-addicts. Recently, it was discovered that the
Perception Program wasn't being run properly and 30 residents required housing by
December 31, 2024. After researching the situation, she learned individuals in these
situations are at the mercy of non-profit providers who might not have the skills to manage
this type of organization. She believes the state is putting communities at risk when courts or
the Board of Pardons and Paroles do not properly oversee those who are trying to move back
into the community; the same is true of those who are struggling with mental health issues.
After spending more time researching the issue and reviewing testimony, she made
suggestions to the language for Sections 1 and 2.

Olivia Rinkes: They testified in support of this bill, stating that halfway houses are likely
being used by individuals who have limited resources. Adequate funding is needed by the
state to ensure that individuals living in halfway houses do not experience displacement if
they close. Though they support the funding portion of HB7210, they believe the summary
process should be removed. Rights of those living in halfway houses should be equal to
those who are tenants in non-halfway house environments. They also believe the law
established for evictions to remove tenants should be followed by landlords of halfway
houses.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Julia Wilcox, Senior Public Policy & Division Advisor, CT Community Alliance (The
Alliance): They testified in opposition of this bill. This bill proposes new provisions regarding
the process for individuals to be evicted when they are tenants in a halfway house. It also
mandates the state will fund the operation of any halfway house in the process of closing until
alternative housing is made for the tenants. Overall, the bill aims to enhance the rights of the
tenants in halfway houses and ensure their continued support during transition. Though they
applaud the spirit of the legislation, they believe the language does not apply to halfway
houses funded by Department of Corrections (DOC). It appears the proposed legislation, as
written, does not apply to the legal framework under which the DOC places individuals at
work release halfway house programs operated by community non-profits. They also ask
that the term "halfway house" be clarified and believe the terms tenant/landlord are not
applicable for many reasons.
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