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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Human Services Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill would amend the CHESS program to have a minimum per person per month rate for
providers, ensure that eligibility criteria matches provider rates, set provider payment rates
that are comparable to rates in other states, and give newly unhoused individuals priority. It
also establishes an oversight committee for homeless services throughout the state.

The goal of the bill is to help homeless people by improving the quality of services.
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Department of Social Services Commissioner, Andrea Barton Reeves opposes this bill. While
they support the intent behind the bill, they believe the state should end the CHESS program

due to issues with implementation of the program. They also believe the bill would not allow
them to adapt services based on need.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Connecticut Legal Aid, Attorney Jean Mills Aranha supports this bill because the CHESS
program has already been successful, but it will be more successful with the addition of the
oversight program.

Connecticut Coalition to End Homelessness CEQO, Sarah Fox:
Housing Collective CEO, David Rich:
Friendship Service Center CEQO, Caitlin Rose:
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supports this bill because CHESS has not yet been able to reach its potential. This bill would
be a step towards fixing CHESS by establishing a committee to oversee homeless services.

The Alliance Public Policy and Advocacy Associate, Monika Nugent supports this bill
because having new insight on homeless services will help the state and help improve
CHESS services.

The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving supports this bill because it would help maximize
services for the homeless. It would also give the state a way to see if those services were
working.

New London Homeless Hospitality Center, Executive Director, Catherine Zall supports this
bill because they believe there are ways to make CHESS more effective without getting rid of
the program. There was a high demand for housing vouchers and little money and housing
available. This bill could help the state learn how to restructure CHESS.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

None expressed.
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