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SPONSORS OF BILL:
Commerce Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

The Department of Economic and Community Development requested that the Commerce
Committee raise this bill to further some of their agency goals. This bill makes revisions to
three tax credit statutes by: 1) Adding a definition of "taxpayer" to the R&D Tax Credit to
remove ambiguity; 2) Revising the Film Production Tax Credit by raising the minimum
production cost of interactive websites to qualify from $500,000 to $1 million, exempting
eligible production companies from certain requirements, and requiring eligible companies
apply for the credit within 90 days after completing an independent certification of production
costs, and 3) Making administrative fees related to the Film Production Tax Credit and Film
Infrastructure Project Tax Credit nonrefundable. This bill aligns with the Governor's proposed
budget and is meant to keep CT competitive in the film production market while adding clarity
to certain ambiguous requirements.

LCO # 6731 removed the increase from $500,000 to $1 million that was made to the
minimum production cost of interactive websites to qualify as a result of feedback from
constituents.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:
Daniel O'Keefe, Commissioner, Department of Economic and Community

Development: They thank the Commerce Committee for raising this bill on their behalf and
express their strong support for it. They agree with the changes this bill makes to the Film



Production Tax Credit and Infrastructure Projects Tax Credit, noting that these changes align
with the Governor's budget revenue implementer bill, SB 1246. Section 2 of this bill clarifies
what qualifies as eligible for the Film Production Tax Credit and changes when the 90-day
deadline for applying for the credit applies to solve timeline issues that some applicants have
run into under the current rules. The bill also clarifies that administrative fees are
nonrefundable. They look forward to working with committee to enact this legislation.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:
None expressed.
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Jonathan Black, Partner, Chair 10 Productions: He writes in opposition of the proposed
changes to the Film and TV Tax Credit, specifically the Governor's plan to reduce the credit
from 30% to 25%. With over 25 years of experience in the entertainment industry, he argues
that the current tax credit has been crucial in attracting high-profile productions to CT,
bringing in millions of dollars in economic impact and creating thousands of local jobs.
Reducing the tax credit would drive business out of state, harming the growing entertainment
sector and leading to significant financial losses for both his company and the state. He
emphasizes that the tax credit is not a profit for producers, but an essential tool to reinvest in
productions, build infrastructure, and sustain jobs. He warned that cutting the credit would
undermine CT’s competitive position, possibly causing the industry to shift to neighboring
states with better incentives.

Corey Michael, Production Assistant: He opposes this bill and asks the Commerce
Committee to support the film industry in CT by not lowering the film and tv tax credit from
30% to 25% so CT can stay competitive.

Allison Carrano, Daughter of a Carpenter: She expresses her opposition to this bill,
asking the committee to vote no on the film and tv tax credit changes. She believes this bill

will negatively affect middle and working class people like her father who is a carpenter who
has worked on productions in Connecticut.

Reported by: Alexander Mercier, Clerk Date: 4/4/2025
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