Government Administration and Elections Committee
JOINT FAVORABLE REPORT

Bill No.: HB-7130
AN ACT REQUIRING THE REVIEW OF THE STATE PROPERTIES REVIEW
BOARD FOR MUNICIPAL REAL ESTATE ACQUISITIONS FUNDED BY
Title: CERTAIN GRANTS-IN-AID.

Vote Date: 3/27/2025
Vote Action: Joint Favorable
PH Date: 3/7/2025
File No.:

Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
The Government, Administration and Elections Committee

REASONS FOR BILL:

There has been a growing demand for more accountability and transparency in government.
There has been a demand for the proper allocation of state funds and to ensure that said
funds are being properly utilized. Under this bill, any Connecticut municipality attempting to
acquire or obtain interest in real estate utilizing a full or partial state grant-in-aid (as defined
Connecticut General Statutes Sections 4-66¢ and 4-66g) must seek review and input from
the State Properties Review Board (SPRB). This bill would seek to ensure the proper
expenditure of state funds.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Jeffrey Berger, Vice Chairman of the State Properties Review Board (SPRB)

The bill would require the use of the SPRB by a CT municipality to provide independent,
third-party, oversight on real estate acquisitions funded by a grant-in-aid to a municipality
(pursuant to Sections 4-66¢ and 4-66g of the Connecticut General Statutes)

Further, he believes that SPRB can, within current available state appropriations and staffing,
complete its review and comment no later than seven (7) days after receipt of all supporting
documentation from the municipality. He attests that this will minimize impact to the
municipality’s project.



NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

The Hon. David Bindelglass, First Selectman, Town of Easton, CT.

He utilized SPRB on behalf of the town recently for a recent property transaction. Very
satisfied with outcome. He supports the bill as it will make formal the process by which towns
utilize SPRB.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

None expressed.

Reported by: Dean O'Brien Date: 3/31/2025
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