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AN ACT CONCERNING THE USE OF ONLINE DONATION PLATFORMS FOR
Title: POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS.
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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Government Administration and Elections Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

There has been a growing concern over the previous election cycles over the nature of how
political donations are sourced. Some fundraising platforms have obscured the fact that some
one-time donations people make are recurring. These individuals contribute a portion of
funds, believing they are a one-time donation, and accidently donating a lot more than they
originally wanted to contribute. This bill would prohibit automatic contributions for political
fundraising without the affirmed consent of contributors. It would also seek to improve
transparency in the realm of campaign finance.

SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:

The substitute language adds a provision that allow an individual to donate an additional
contribution to a political fundraising platform that asks for a voluntary donation to the
platform itself for the operations of the platform. This is in response due to current statutes
not providing enough clarity on if this is currently allowed.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:
Shannon Kief, State Elections Enforcement Commission:

We reviewed the language and do not believe it would negatively impact the CEP or
campaign finance in Connecticut. We neither support nor oppose the bill.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

None Expressed



NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Aaron Goode, Coordinator, New Haven Votes Coalition:

We refer to testimony on SB 1406 that is similar. We have concerns with the change and
how it may create undue confusion by placing Connecticut laws at odds with some Federal
Election Commission rulings. New Haven Democracy Fund use matching funds. See the
2023 question on how to treat processing fees.
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