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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Veterans' and Military Affairs Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill would exclude veterans' service-connected disability benefits from income
calculations for eligibility for a public defender. Given that veterans are more likely to be
involved with the criminal justice system thanks to various service-connected mental health
issues, they also tend to be more in need of legal assistance. Expanding the eligibility of
veterans — especially veterans that rely on benefits — for assistance from a public defender
would help rectify this issue.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Office of the Public Defender, Certified Legal Intern, Trevor Vroom: Mr. Vroom
expressed the concerns of the Office of the Public Defender about this bill. He noted that this
would bring the Office's treatment of disability benefits in line with how the IRS and the
Connecticut Department of Revenue Services treat disability benefits, yet he also pointed out
that the additional caseload would put significant strain on the Office's capacity and would
likely require additional resources to take on.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Allison Weir, Executive Director, Connecticut Veterans Legal Center: Ms. Weir
expressed her support for this bill, noting that it would bring clarity to public defenders' offices
on how to treat veterans' disability benefit payments. She also pointed out that expanding




eligibility for public defender services would help to address the disparate number of veterans
involved in criminal proceedings.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

None expressed.

Reported by: Sam Sims Date: 3/20/2025
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