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SPONSORS OF BILL:
Transportation Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill requires the Connecticut Department of Transportation to expand speed camera use
on highways and report legislative recommendations to the Transportation Committee by
February of 2026. It also specifics that revenue from municipal speed and red-light cameras
may be used to reimburse speed or red-light vendors for design, installing and operating the
cameras as well as improving transportation mobility, investing in transportation infrastructure
improvement and pay cost associated with using speed or red light cameras. This bill aims to
reduce instances of reckless driving and support local and state law enforcement in
monitoring and detecting instances of reckless behavior, while saving local municipalities the
massive costs associated with installing and maintaining these cameras.

SUBSTITUE LANGUAGE:

The substitute language adds language to clarify that municipal costs of using speed
cameras includes, but is not limited to, vendor reimbursement.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Garrett Eucalitto, Commissioner, Connecticut Department of Transportation

Commissioner Eucalitto supports the bill. He highlights Section 1 of the bill, which would
expand the use of speed safety cameras on state highways by CTDOT and would allow them
to propose recommendations for legislation to effectuate such expansion. He notes a pilot
program to operate speed safety cameras in select highway construction work zones in 2023,



and the data showed a trend of reduced speed throughout the enforcement period (April to
November 2023), with four of the five locations showing a significant reduction in speeds, and
this largely attributed to active enforcement, signage, and public outreach. He further points
to Section 2 of the bill as well, which makes a technical change to CGS 14-307c(d), which
relates to a program allowing municipalities to install red light and speed cameras with
CTDOT approval. The change clarifies that municipalities can use fines from this program to
reimburse vendors for costs related to the design, installation, operation, or maintenance of
the cameras. While CTDOT doesn't object to this change, they want to ensure that it doesn't
alter the original intent of the program. They want to maintain the requirement that vendors'
fees should not depend on the number of citations issued or fines paid. CTDOT doesn't
review municipal contracts but wants to preserve the program's intent that vendors be paid a
fixed fee, not one based on violations.

Ronnell Higgins, Commissioner, Department of Emergency Services and Public
Protection

Commissioner Higgins supports the bill, highlighting section 1, saying they look forward to
being a thought partner to help the CTDOT expand the use of speed safety cameras, as well
as supporting leveraging technology to assist the Troopers as they face challenges with
recruitment and retention. He notes data that suggests an increase in traffic fatalities and
reckless driving charges and emphasizes that the CT State Police are using data to target
areas of enforcement, and that this bill will encourage drivers to maintain appropriate speeds.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Dana Barrow, First Selectman, Town of Scotland

First Selectman Barrow supports the bill, says there are challenges with being a small town in
Eastern CT without a police department, and finds this bill as the only way to slow down the
traffic.

Lauren Garrett, Mayor, Town of Hamden

Mayor Garrett Supports the bill implementing a photo enforcement program. She wants the
language in Sec. 2 to including the following to help municipalities launch and maintain
successful programs:

"Any funds received by a municipality from fines imposed pursuant to an ordinance
adopted under this section shall be used for the purposes of improving and maintaining
transportation mobility and safety, investing in multimodal transportation infrastructure
improvement or [paying the costs associated with the use] reimbursing the vendor for the
expenses association with the design, installation, operation or maintenance of
automated traffic enforcement safety devices in the municipality.

Paul Harrington, Town Manager, Town of Winchester-Winstead

Mr. Harrington supports the bill planning to implement a photo enforcement program later this
year and says that this legislation provides a clear roadmap, making it easier for communities
like theirs to navigate the process effectively. He, however, supports the following

amendment that has been presented to the committee in order clarify how citation-generated
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funds can, specifically emphasizing how including "maintenance" of current transportation
infrastructure and supporting "multimodal” transportation. clarifying that funds can be used to
reimburse vendors is helpful to them as well since Winchester/Winstead lack budgetary
resources to implement the program.

Amendment referenced: "Any funds received by a municipality from fines imposed
pursuant to an ordinance adopted under this section shall be used for the purposes of
improving and maintaining transportation mobility and safety, investing in multimodal
transportation infrastructure improvement or [paying the costs associated with the use]
reimbursing the vendor for the expenses association with the design, installation,
operation or maintenance of automated traffic enforcement safety devices in the
municipality.

Robert Aloise, Director of Transportation Planning, Capitol Region Council of
Governments

Director Aloise supports the bill, saying that reducing travel speed is part of the Safe Systems
Approach and the Federal Highway Administration's preferred road safety strategy. Says that
automated traffic safety enforcement devices are effect at reducing speeds. Supports the
requirement that CTDOT plan for the possibility of the expansion of these devices on state
highways.

Joshua Caskey

Mr. Caskey supports the bill and says that he saw the effective use of automated photo
enforcement on 1-95, specifically that people drove much slower. He further says this bill will
not encroach on rights, implying that the rights of over 300 people who died on the roads are
the ones with a right to life, and that this bill will protect people's rights form reckless and
deadly actions.

Betsy Gara, Executive Director, Connecticut Council of Small Towns

Ms. Gara supports the bill, saying automated traffic safety devices are proven to be effective.
They support the provision of the bill to permit a municipality to use funds generated from the
use of these devices to reimburse vendors that created the device, helping to reduce any
additional costs and notes that these tools are especially effective for small towns without
police departments to combat speeding and reckless driving.

Judith Proctor

Ms. Proctor supports the bill, highlighting the actual costs (in fees from first responder, police,
lawyer, court, etc.) and emotional costs of reckless driving, found in the form of grief of family,
friends, and community, which are immeasurable, and further emphasizes that the ability to
reduce speed saves lives.

Kerri Provost

Ms. Provost supports the bill, noting the emotional costs associated with reckless driving
along with the costs to repair infrastructure and signage and the cost of emergency personnel
on the scene. She argues that automated enforcement, while not perfect, will cost less and
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will be quicker to implement, as well as removing "face-to-face" policing, which can cause
anxiety among drivers. Traffic enforcement safety devices will help people be held
accountable and face the serious consequences of breaking the law.

Abigail Roth

Ms. Roth supports the bill, emphasizing the horrible tragedy of death on the highways and the
high number of people speeding on the highway. She notes that speed cameras do change
behavior, and that there are not enough current cameras to reduce reckless speeding.

Katherine Jacobs

Ms. Jacobs supports the bill, noting the real problem CT has with reckless driving. She
argues that automated enforcement is more cost effective than traffic enforcement officers
and helps avoid the problem of occasional excessive violence associated with human
enforcement.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

No testimony in opposition to the bill was submitted.

Reported by: Patrick Riley Date: 3/13/2025
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